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Search is on for next HRC leader 

Bowing to activist’s concerns, LGBT 
group makes committee names public. 
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1 want my gay TV! 

Two cable systems now 
offer queer programming. 
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Creating ‘Caroline’ 

Playwright Tony Kushner 
on his latest production. 

see Arts section 
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Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 


Governor 

wins 

praise for 

ADAP 

allocation 

by Matthew S. Bajko 

8 n a surprise move, Governor 
■ Arnold Schwarzenegger proposed 
fully funding the state’s AIDS Drug 
Assistance Program in his fiscal year 
2005-2006 budget he revealed Mon¬ 
day, January 10. 

AIDS advocates 
were quick to 
praise the gov¬ 
ernor, but re¬ 
mained con¬ 
cerned about 
funding for the 
state’s Medi-Cal 
program. 

The propos¬ 
al funds ADAP 
at $263.6 mil¬ 
lion, a $29.4 million increase from fis¬ 
cal year 2004-2005. ADAP provides a 
range of HIV medications to approx¬ 
imately 30,000 low-income Californi¬ 
ans, most of whom are severely eco¬ 
nomically disadvantaged. 

Without ADAP, HIV medications 
- which can cost between $10,000 and 
$15,000 per year - would be out of 
reach for hundreds of low income 
Californians. ADAP required an addi¬ 
tional $30 million in funding last 
spring to pay for the rising number of 
individuals eligible for its services, the 
use of additional drugs by current en- 
rollees, and increased drug prices. 

Schwarzenegger provided $20.6 
million in increased state general fund 
support for the program, and esti¬ 
mated that it will receive an addition¬ 
al $8.8 million in rebate revenues paid 
by pharmaceutical companies on 
ADAP purchases. 

As the state continues to suffer 
record deficits and other parts of the 
governor’s budget, including educa¬ 
tion and transportation spending, 
came under attack, AIDS agencies 
and their clients find themselves in a 
peculiar position, being happy with 
the ADAP funding. 

Full funding for ADAP is a reversal 
of the last two years, when the pro¬ 
gram was initially underfunded. Last 
year, AIDS patients and their advo¬ 
cates rallied in the capital to fight a 
proposed ADAP waiting list and for 
increased funding to the program. In 
2003, then-Governor Gray Davis ini¬ 
tially underfunded the program and 
proposed copayments for people in 
ADAP. Both years Democrats in the 
Legislature and AIDS groups success¬ 
fully beat back the proposals. 

“Low-income people with HIV 
and AIDS can breathe a huge sigh of 
relief today as a result of the gover¬ 
nor’s compassionate decision,” said 
Dana Van Gorder, director of state 
and local affairs for the San Francisco 
AIDS Foundation. “The ability of 
low-income people living with HIV 
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Gay Oakland council 
member calls it quits 



by Matthew S. Bajko 

D anny Wan, the first and only out 
gay person to serve on Oakland’s 
City Council, is resigning from his 
seat effective Tuesday, January 18. 
Citing personal and financial reasons, Wan 
informed friends and supporters last week of 
his decision to step down mid-term from the 
$63,000-a-year position. Having to care for 
his elderly parents, who live in Fremont, Wan 
said he decided to leave elective office. 

Fighting back tears, the 41-year-old Wan 
formally announced his resignation Thurs¬ 
day, January 6 before the council’s rules and 
legislation committee. 

“My parents are getting older and increas¬ 
ingly need my financial help and personal 
care. I find it more and more difficult to meet 
my obligations at City Hall while tending to 
my financial and family obligations,” said a 
visibly upset Wan. “I ask for your under¬ 
standing as I move on to care for my family 
and re-establish my livelihood.” 

Wan will remain in the public sector and 
work as a lawyer for the Port of Oakland. 


Supporters are already talking about Wan as 
a possible candidate for Oakland city attor¬ 
ney in 2007, a position he would have been 
barred from running for if he had remained 
on the council. 

In an interview with the Bay Area Reporter 
after turning in his resignation letter, Wan 
would not rule out a return to office, saying if 
he is at a “better personal space, more stable” 
he would consider it. 

Laughing, Wan said, “Yeah, I am leaving it 
open, but no promises.” 

In his resignation letter Wan indicated one 
reason for his stepping down is to brush up 
on his legal skills. He wrote, “As I approach 
my fifth year of absence from practicing law, 
I must begin working again as an attorney to 
remain visible in that field.” 

A member of the East Bay Municipal 
Water District Board, Wan was tapped by the 
Oakland City Council in 2000 to fill the Dis¬ 
trict 2 seat vacated by John Russo after he 
won election as Oakland city attorney. Two 
years later Wan won election to a four-year 
term. 

As a council member. Wan pushed for re¬ 
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Gay Lutheran group 
to honor mayor 



by Kevin Davis 


S an Francisco’s 
Lutheran Les¬ 
bian and Gay 
Ministries will 
award Mayor Gavin 
Newsom its Voice of Dis¬ 
tinction Award for his 
leadership in seeking to 
legalize same-sex mar¬ 
riage on Saturday, Janu¬ 
ary 15. The celebration 
coincides with LLGM’s 
15th anniversary; the 
group was founded after 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America ex¬ 
pelled two San Francisco 
churches for ordaining 
three non-celibate gay 
and lesbian pastors. 

Event organizer the 
Reverend James DeLange scoffed at the idea 
of rescinding the mayor’s honor and partici¬ 
pation in light of his announcement last week 
of his impending divorce. 

“It doesn’t have any relevance whatsoev¬ 
er,” said DeLange, who served as the senior 
pastor at St. Francis Lutheran Church from 
1981-1999. 

In 1990, St. Francis Lutheran Church near 
Duboce Park, and the Richmond District’s 
First United Lutheran Church, were expelled 
from the ELCA for ordaining openly gay Jeff 
Johnson, and partners Phyllis Zillhart and 
Ruth Frost after the three did not pledge 
celibacy as required for homosexual Luther¬ 
an clergy. 

Since then, 14 Lutheran pastors have been 
disciplined. Most were just symbolically cen¬ 
sured in an official shunning and none were 
expelled until just recently, when San 


“It was truly the 
‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, 
God frowns on that’ pol¬ 
icy,” said Zillhart. 

But as liberation pro¬ 
gressed, Lutheran semi¬ 
naries changed policy to 
clamp down on partici¬ 
pation from the more 
visible and vocal theolo¬ 
gy students, moving to 
ask the sexual orienta¬ 
tion question upon grad¬ 
uation, or prior to a stu¬ 
dent’s internship, or even 
when applying to school. 
“The rules have 
w changed and gotten 
| more nasty,” said Zillhart 
S who has been yith Frost 
£ for 20 years and whose 
11-year-old daughter 
served as flower girl at 
their City Hall wedding 

last year. 

“The system learned, not in a passionate 
way, how to control, it nipped things in the 
bud. It’s been an interesting learning curve,” 
Zillhart said. 

Because one consequence of non-recog¬ 
nition is that no attempt is made by the na¬ 
tion’s Lutheran seminaries to place newly ac¬ 
credited pastors in the outcast churches, 
LLGM members helped create their own par¬ 
allel credentialing process, the Extraordinary 
Candidacy Project. ECP certifies out LGBT 
candidates in “ecclesiastical disobedience” for 
ordination and directs them toward inclusive 
churches. 

ECP follows exactly the same content of 
ELCA. The only two seminaries to work with 
ECP, however, are in Berkeley and Philadelphia. 

The ordinations of Zillhart, Frost, and 
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From left, Lutheran pastors James DeLange, Ruth Frost, and Phyllis Zillhart 


Bernardino’s Central City Lutheran Mission 
faced expulsion for “calling” a lesbian pastor. 

In October 2004 the Pacifica Synod re¬ 
moved recognition of the Southern Califor¬ 
nia urban ministry to the homeless, after it 
installed associate pastor Jenny Mason. 
Mason is not on the official roster of recog¬ 
nized pastors since she is a non-celibate les¬ 
bian in a relationship. It is the harshest action 
taken toward a congregation since 1990. 

“They’ve stopped expelling because the 
church knows we have a lot of closeted cler¬ 
gy,” said Greg Egertson, LLGM’s co-chair and 
an associate dean at Golden Gate University 
Law School. “It’s a ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ sit¬ 
uation. As more and more of them refuse to 
stay in the closet, it causes political problems 
in the church.” 

Originally, Lutheran seminaries had no 
LGBT celibacy vows. 























2 BAY AREA REPORTER 13 January 2005 



J* Permanent Hair 
^ X Removal 

Now is the time to start treatment 
for smooth skin permanently by 
Spring or Summer. 

Call (415) 626-2729 

John Frizzell www.castroelectrology.com 

Registered Electrologist 



AESTHETIC DENTISTRY # LAS E R WH ITE N I N G 
VENEERS PERIODONTAL THERAPY # IMPLANTS 
SMILE DESIGN 4ft INVISIBLE BRACES 



• Lose Fat 

• Toxe & Build Muscle 

• Sculpt Your Physique 

• Have The Shape You Want 

• Get Strong 

• Improve Heart & Flexibility' 

• Gin Certificates Available 

415.819.4544 

WWW.TR4I1SERJOE101.COM 


Mori & Associates 

Attorneys 



Business Law / Real Estate 
Creditor’s Rights & Bankruptcy / Construction Law 
Commercial Law - UCC / Landlord - Tenant 
Small Business Representation / Domestic Partnership Issues 

Convenient Castro Location *317 Noe St. @ Market 
Telephone: 415.864.1890 

23 years litigation & trial experience in Federal and State Courts 



DOWNTOWN 

GLEN PARK 

450 Sutter St, Suite 1233 

2790 Diamond Street 

(4i5) 986-6223 

(415) 585-1500 

VISIT US ONLINE AT l 

WWW.SUTTERDENTAL.COM 

1 JOE CATANIA 

Certified Personal Trainer I 


Pride accepting grand 
marshal nominations 


by Kevin Davis 


: s the San Francisco Pride 
Committee officially opens 
nominations for this year’s 
parade community grand mar¬ 
shals, it has also added three new 
venues to the Pride festival, and 
made it easier to donate, volun¬ 
teer, and vote on the parade’s 
planning. 

Teddy Witherington, Pride ex¬ 
ecutive director, jokingly labeled 
“byzantine,” the process by which 
groups choose grand marshals. 

Three different bodies vote in 
four grand marshal categories. 
The Pride Committee chooses the 
celebrity grand marshal (to be 
confirmed in February or March), 
one of the community grand mar¬ 
shals, and the lifetime achieve¬ 
ment grand marshal. 

The membership, the public, 
and a team of former grand mar¬ 
shals each choose a community 
grand marshal to prevent a choice 
based on popularity and media at¬ 
tention. 

“People who tended to be good 
at campaigning were not always 
people worthy of recognition,” 
said Pride President Joey Cain. 

The group of former grand 
marshals also selects the organiza¬ 
tion grand marshal. 

Bay Area residents take part in 
public voting to choose an indi¬ 
vidual grand marshal and the 
winner of the “Pink Brick Award,” 
a dubious honor bestowed on a 
person who inflicted the most 
harm to the community. Previous 
Pink Bricks have gone to talk 
show host Laura Schlessinger and 
outgoing Attorney General John 
Ashcroft. 

After the online nominations 
conclude January 31, board mem- 



Pride Executive Director Teddy Witherington, left, and board President 
Joey Cain. 


Dark Truffles 


In victory I deserve them 
In defeat: I need them 
- Napoleon 

Hedonistic Bittersweet Dark 
Scharffen Berger Chocolate 


1.415.252.7752 


bers select the nominees before 
the community voting begins. 

Pride officials said that they ex¬ 
pect 10 finalists in the communi¬ 
ty grand marshal category, five or¬ 
ganization nominees, and three in 
the Pink Brick category. 

To submit a nomination, visit 
www.sfpride.org and click on the 
2005 grand marshal link to enter 
information about a nominee. 

Festival changes 

Returning stages, scattered 
around the festival’s perimeter, in¬ 
clude the “Nectar” women’s 
venue; “Soul of Pride” African 
American stage; the Asian Pacific 
Islander stage; Radical Faerie Free¬ 
dom Village; the Fag Friday dance 
arena; and “Shadow Play,” billed as 
an alternative-goth-punk dance 
area. Additional returning fa¬ 
vorites include venues for coun¬ 
try-western dancing and the 
writer’s village. 

New venues this year include a 
hip-hop stage sponsored by the 
Sexual Minority Alliance of 
Alameda County. Coinciding with 


-m 


admiral Screen 

LA NDSCAPING ' 

www.admiralgreen.com 

/ (415)750-9002 


a national LGBT Native American 
conference in June, the Pride festi¬ 
val will offer a giant teepee for the 
Bay Area Native American Two- 
Spirit group. And Pride officials 
said the transgender community 
is expected to build on its success 
of last year’s first trans march the 
Friday of Pride Weekend and the 
celebratory altar, by extending fes¬ 
tivities to a Sunday transgender 
stage and exhibitor space in the 
plaza next to the Asian Art Muse¬ 
um. 

The Lyon-Martin clinic will 
sponsor a “Women’s Wellness Vil¬ 
lage” and staff will hold a planning 
Thursday, January 20 at 6 p.m. at 
1748 Market Street. 

Membership changes 

The Pride board is also looking 
to revamp its membership 
process. Witherington called the 
committee’s membership applica¬ 
tion process, “the biggest secret in 
San Francisco” due to the group’s 
lack of marketing acumen in this 
area. 

“It’s quite ridiculous that an 
event the size and scale of Pride 
has 120 members,” he said, adding 
that a small membership leaves 
the group open to the risk of fac¬ 
tionalism, as has happened in the 
past. 

“We’ve drifted from the good 
old, bad old days when people 
were too frightened to give up 
power,” he said. “There were some 
pretty extraordinary meetings 
where people found they’re either 
in or out. I read the minutes book. 
I’d laugh if it were not so tragic. By 
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You can get a lot out of 
one of our mailboxes. 


The UPS Store 


Did you know the UPS retail rate offered at 
The UPS Store™ is often better than prices at 
the U.S. Post Office? 


From: San Francisco, CA 

To: Denver, CO 


5-lb. Residential Package 

10-lb. Residential Package 

UPS’ Ground 

$8.97 

$10.20 

Priority Mail 

$11.50 

$15.20 

Parcel Post 

$9.95 

$13.21 


Rales- lalculased 10/1/83. UPS fates are the UPS Retail Rate ior Ground and include a fuel surcharge til 1.5%, which 
subject to change, each UPS domestic package ot international shipment is automatically protected by UPS against lot 
or damage up to a value of S100 {US}. Fof more information see the tetms and conditions on www.ups.cora. Piiority 
Mail and Paicei Post fates include the published charge ol S2.20 which provides up to St00 indemnity coverage for a 
fosf, idled or damaged article. Prices subject to residual shape sarchaige. See syww.usps.com lot mofe infoimation. Al 
fates subject to change Priority Mail and Parcel Post are registered trademarks of the United States Post Office. 


‘ A real street address 

> Receipt of UPS" and other 

courier packages 

• Call-in MailCheck™ 

> Mail holding & forwarding 
‘ 24-hour mailbox access 


2443 Fillmore St. 
415.922.6245 

182 Howard St. 
415.495.6963 

2370 Market St. 
415.431.0121 
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Will Newsom 
divorce hurt LGBT 
marriage movement? 



by Zak Szymanski 


t didn’t take long for some 

people invested in the fight 

over LGBT marriage to specu¬ 
late that Mayor Gavin Newsom’s 
pending divorce could affect pub¬ 
lic opinion on the issue. 

Newsom and his wife, Kimber¬ 
ly Guilfoyle Newsom, married to 
much fanfare three years ago, and 
recently were dubbed “The New 
Kennedys” by Harpers Bazaar 
magazine. But the couple spent 
much of their marriage in a long¬ 
distance relationship, with Guil¬ 
foyle Newsom moving to New 
York to take a job as a Court TV 
anchor shortly after Newsom took 
office. They jointly announced 
their decision to divorce last 
Wednesday, January 5, citing the 
pressures of their respective ca¬ 
reers. 

Newsom made worldwide 
headlines in February 2004 when 
he oversaw the city’s effort to issue 
marriage licenses to gay couples; 
the decision drew thousands of 
couples to San Francisco and 
sparked similar actions by mayors 
and other officials throughout the 
country. Over 4,000 same-sex 
couples were married in San Fran¬ 
cisco during the city’s monthlong 
gay wedding run until the state 
Supreme Court ordered a halt to 
the marriages last March. Then, 
last August, the same court de¬ 
clared San Francisco’s same-sex 
marriage licenses to be invalid and 
ruled that the city exceeded its au¬ 
thority in issuing them. Mean¬ 
while, San Francisco has also 
launched a court battle of its own, 
challenging the constitutionality 
of the state’s ban on same-sex 
marriage. 

Regardless of the legal battles 
and defeats surrounding same-sex 
marriage in California, the action 
taken by Newsom and the city was 
unprecedented, and remains a his¬ 
toric milestone in LGBT civil 
rights. Part of what helped to 
make the case for the same-sex 
marriages, agree many, is that 
Newsom was a handsome, happi¬ 
ly married man himself who 
championed the cause, at times 
equating his own committed rela¬ 
tionship to those of committed 
LGBT couples. 

“I’m thankful that so many 
thousands of couples have come 
from all over the country and 
around the world to San Francis¬ 
co to be given the same rights and 
privileges and obligations that my 
wife and me have been afforded 
over the two years that we have 
had the privileges of marriage,” 
Newsom said at the time. 

Now, however, some gays said 
they are fearful that Newsom is no 
longer a credible spokesman for 
the institution of marriage. San 
Francisco resident Tolver - who 
uses only one name and married 
his partner of 18 years at City Hall 
last Valentine’s Day - said he fears 
that others may see the mayor’s 
divorce as proof that gay marriage 
proponents do not hold marriage 
to the highest standards of com¬ 
mitment. 

“The mayor said homosexuals 
ought to have the right to marry 
because their relationships were 
just as strong as his marriage,” said 


Tolver, adding that many LGBT 
couples obviously have even 
stronger commitments to each 
other than the Newsoms did. “He 
used his own marriage as a basis 
for comparison. It’s going to affect 
public opinion. In the eyes of the 
world, his relationship reflects on 
our relationships.” 

Tolver did acknowledge that 
Newsom’s marital status would 
have been an inevitable part of the 
publicity surrounding the mayor’s 
support for gay marriage. He also 
said that his criticism of the 
mayor is mostly about what he be¬ 
lieves others will say about the 
Newsom divorce. 

“I just see it as how other peo¬ 
ple will look at it,” he said. “It will 
reflect badly for heterosexuals 
when they look at gay marriage.” 

Other gays, however, strongly 
disagree. Former Assistant District 
Attorney Jim Hammer - who 
worked with Guilfoyle Newsom 
on the famous “dog mauling” trial 
that found Marjorie Knoller and 
Robert Noel guilty for their dogs’ 
deadly attack on San Francisco 
resident Diane Whipple - said 
that the Newsoms’ marriage is a 
private affair and their divorce 
does not undermine the argument 


by Bob Roehr 


T he U.S. Supreme Court on 
Monday, January 10 declined 
to hear a case challenging 
Florida’s ban on gay couples adopt¬ 
ing children. The state does allow 
gays to be foster parents. 

The case was known as Lofton 
v. Secretary of the Florida Depart¬ 
ment of Children and Families. For¬ 
mer talk show host Rosie O’Don¬ 
nell brought national attention to 
the case when she went to bat for 
Steve Lofton, his partner Roger 
Crouteau, and their five kids. The 
couple wanted to adopt 10-year- 
old Bert, who they had cared for as 
foster parents since his birth. 

Observers were not surprised 
at the court’s decision. The high 
court declines to hear the vast ma¬ 
jority of cases that are appealed to 
it. In session on Monday, it ac¬ 
cepted no cases, remanded one 
back to a lower court, and de¬ 
clined to hear 469 appeals. 


for equality. 

“Gavin made a brave decision, 
at his own political peril, to take a 
giant leap to support the fight for 
civil rights. The fact that he is get¬ 
ting divorced does not change 
that,” said Hammer, adding that 
there is a certain irony to politi¬ 
cizing a heterosexual’s marriage. 
“How anyone can judge another 
person’s marriage - gay or straight 
- is beyond me. And for gay peo¬ 
ple to do it is especially unfortu¬ 
nate, when we have argued for so 
long for privacy in our lives.” 

Part of what was so brave 
about Newsom’s decision, said 
Hammer, is that it automatically 
“opened him up to intense per¬ 
sonal scrutiny.” But the strength of 
the fight for civil rights for gay 
people, he said, “does not depend 
on any one marriage. The fight for 
gay marriage is the fight for the 
right to be like anyone else.” 

Attorney Kate Kendell, execu¬ 
tive director of the National Cen¬ 
ter for Lesbian Rights, who was in¬ 
strumental in helping implement 
Newsom’s plan to offer same-sex 
marriages, said she has not yet 
heard the kind of criticism that 
linking Newsom’s divorce to the 
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“The plain and well-under¬ 
stood purpose of the ban [by 
Florida on gays adopting] was to 
tell gay people to go back into the 
closet,” said Matt Coles in filing 
the appeal. He heads up the Les¬ 
bian and Gay Rights Project at the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 

“This case deserved to be 
heard,” said Patricia Logue, an at¬ 
torney with Lambda Legal Defense 
and Education Fund, which filed a 
brief in support of the appeal. 
“Florida’s law keeps thousands of 
children in state care and out of 
permanent loving homes - solely 
because the state wants to express 
disapproval of gay people.” 

Winnie Stachelberg, political 
director of -the Human Rights 
Campaign, said, “The Supreme 
Court’s refusal to hear this case 
marks its refusal to heed the ad¬ 
vice of all major child welfare or¬ 
ganizations and health care pro¬ 
fessionals who say that gay parents 
are no different from other loving 
parents.” V 


Supreme Court declines 
Florida adoption case 
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Not 25 anymore? 

You can still look great and feel your best! 
Mature bodies respond differently. 

My progressive, safe programs are 
designed with realistic expectations 
as the key to achieving your goals. 
And, you’ll have fun, too! 

( .Martin Spector 

...with you every rep of the way l 

Certified Personal Trainer / Weight Manager 

Free Consultation Call 415-606-4695 or 
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• Back, Neck, Hip, Knee or Ankle Pain 
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Health Coaching & Personal Training 
from the heart — for the body 


Looking for health 
improvement or health 
transformation? 


Cody fielding 


Call, emai l or visit my website 415.203.8449 
cody@empoweredhealth.com • www.empoweredhealth.com 


THE CASTRO’S 
PREMIER HOTEL 
& GUEST HOUSE 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


ALAMEDA & THE EAST BAY 


& ANDREW RASKOPF 


510.864.2024 


www.DavidAndAndrew.com 


David Gunderman 


Combining superior service, experience, and 
respect within the industry with a personal 
knowledge of how to effectively protect and 
serve our GLBTQ friends and clients. 


AN EARTH-BASED APPROACH TO PSYCHOLGICAL 8, SPIRITUAL HEALING 


M 


Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist #PSY69<X> 

Offices in San Francisco & the East Bay 

wvvvv.shamans-sf.org 


Gay Men's Jungian 
Shamanic Group Forming 

This weekly long-term group stresses a nature- 
based approach to psychological and spiritual 
healing. Traditional healing processes include 
dream work, otherworid journeying, drum¬ 
ming, myth and ritual. Join others in an 
ongoing process to facilitate the connected¬ 
ness between self, community and nature. 


415-931-1934 
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Mark Andrew RE 

California State Licensed Electrologist 
Certified P.M.U. Technician 
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Cosmetic Tattooing 

• Eyebrow Fill (Balancing) 

■ Lash Line (Ho more tinting) 

• Lip Recoloration (Youthful) 
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• Camouflage imperfections 


■ Buddy/Group Rates 

■ Private Outcalls 
• Transgender Enhancement 

■ Salon/Gym Owners hook a special 
day for your clients 



A Deserved Investment in Yourself. 

Narural, subtle skin tones designed specifically for men. 

All procedures and implements are sterile, disposable and F.D.A. approved 

Serving San Franciscos Castro District Since 1978 


Soma Yoga 
with David Burke CMT 


bare your self and your soul 
exploring yoga as play in 
a warm, healing environment 
with other connected men. 

In Soma Yoga you will discover 
new ways to come home 
into your body through expressive 
movement exercises and postures 
to enliven erotic potency. 
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Elect ric 
School 

( 510 ) 653-1594 
www.jpodyelectric.or0 


Jan 11th, 18th, 25th, Feb 1st 2005 
Class series $8>0/Separately $25 


Events commemorate MLK Day 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


vents in San Francisco this 
weekend will commemorate 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
as well as the 25th anniversary of 
the national Black and White Men 
Together group. 

On Saturday, January 15, the 
Northern California Martin 
Luther-King Jr. Birth¬ 
day Observance 
Committee will host 
its youth and family 
day from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at Yerba Buena 
Gardens and Metre- 
on, located on Mis¬ 
sion Street be¬ 
tween 3rd and 4th 
streets. Hundreds of families are 
expected to be on hand for a day 
of cultural and educational activ¬ 
ities including performances, 
speakers, and storytelling. Fami¬ 
lies will also be offered special dis¬ 
counts at Yerba Buena Gardens 
and Metreon attractions. Guests 
should attend the 11 a.m. or 2 
p.m. kickoff programs to receive 
their discounts, which include free 
admission to Metreon’s “Where 
the Wild Things Are,” the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art, bowling, ice skating, and 
more. For more information, e- 
mail jackiekg@pacbell.net or call 
(510)268-3777. 

Also on Saturday, at the LGBT 
Community Center, 1800 Market 
Street, members of BJack and 
White Men Together (known lo¬ 
cally as Men of All Colors Togeth¬ 
er) will host a community recep¬ 
tion and celebration to mark the 
25 *^ anniversary of the group. 


The event takes place from 7 to 10 
p.m. The organization is commit¬ 
ted to fostering supportive envi¬ 
ronments wherein racial and cul¬ 
tural barriers can be overcome 
and the goals of human equality 
realized. For more information, 
call (415) 861-2630. 

On Monday, January 17, the 
King birthday committee will 
sponsor the annual Freedom 
March and rally. This year’s 
rally guests include Con¬ 
gresswoman Barbara Lee 
(D-Oakland) and Ameri¬ 
can Idol finalist Latoya 
London. 

The march begins at 
4th and Townsend 
streets at 11 a.m.; 
the rally runs from 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Bill Gra¬ 
ham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove 
Street at Larkin in San Francisco. 

Dine at Chevy’s 
to help PFLAG 

People who have dinner at the 
Chevy’s restaurant at the Ston- 
estown Mall in San Francisco on 
Tuesday, January 18 can help the 
local chapter of Parents, Families, 
and Friends of Lesbians and Gays. 
The restaurant will donate 20 per¬ 
cent of a party’s food bill to PFLAG. 
To take advantage of the fundraiser, 
however, patrons need to download 
a coupon from the Chevy’s Web site 
and eat at the restaurant between 5 
and 9 p.m. on Tuesday. 

To download the flyer, go to 
www.chevys.com and click on 
“fundraisers.” Next, select “down¬ 
load fundraiser flyer,” then replace 
“your organization here” with 
PFLAG San Francisco. Enter 20 
percent as the percentage, and the 


date, time, and location (Ston- 
estown Mall, Winston Drive, San 
Francisco 94132), and print the 
coupon. Take it to the restaurant 
and present it as you are seated. 

An alternate way to obtain the 
coupon is to call PFLAG at (415) 
921-8850 and leave your fax number 
for a coupon sheet to be faxed to you. 

White elephant sale 

Quan Yin Healing Arts Center, 
a nonprofit traditional Chinese 
medicine clinic, is having an in¬ 
door rummage sale to raise funds. 
The organization is seeking dona¬ 
tions of items from classy to 
campy. The sale takes place Sunday, 
January 23 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the center, 455 Valencia Street (at 
16th Street) in San Francisco. 

People can donate new or 
“nicely-used” household items, 
collectibles, books, DVDs, CDs, 
videos, bikes, toys, electronics, 
small furniture, and clothing. No 
broken or perishable items or hol¬ 
iday fruitcakes. Donations will be 
accepted Thursday, January 20 and 
Friday, January 21 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. and Sunday, January 23 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the cen¬ 
ter. A limited pickup service on 
Friday and Saturday is available by 
calling (415) 861-4964 or e-mail- 
ing quanyintwo@ aol.com. 

The clinic offers full service 
traditional Chinese medicine to 
treat HIV-positive people. It faced 
budget cuts in 2004 and is only 
partially funded through May. 

DSCS seeks board members 

Dolores Street Community 
Services is seeking volunteers to 
serve on its board of directors. 
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“HIV Nutrition Forum” 

Discussion of Current Topics in HIV Nutrition 
And Body Composition Testing (B.I.A.) 

With: 

Margaret Davis, R.D. 

HIV-Experienced Nutritionist 
Will answer your questions/com men ts on 
Supplements, Medication/Nutrient Interactions, 
Lipodystrophy, Exercise and other pertinent concerns 
you may have regarding Nutrition in HIV. 

Date: January 17, 2005 

Time: 5pm-7pm 

Location: 501 Castro Street 2nd Floor 
(At 18th and Castro Bank Of America Building) 

Please RSVP to: Jon Gale at 415-307-3900 
Space is limited 

Sponsored by Savient Pharmaceuticals and Pharmacare 
Specialty Pharmacy 
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Mayor vetoes homeless 
center funding switch 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


s one of his first official du¬ 
ties of the new year, Mayor 
i Gavin Newsom vetoed leg¬ 
islation authored by Supervisor 
Chris Daly that would have 
stripped funding away from the 
Tenderloin AIDS Resource Cen¬ 
ter’s homeless drop-in center. 

Fresh from his New Year’s va¬ 
cation and only days after an¬ 
nouncing his divorce, Newsom 
sent the supervisors his veto letter 
Saturday, January 8, the same day 
as the recently elected supervisors 
were sworn in. In it, he said he ob¬ 
jected to the board’s decision to 
deappropriate $283,809 from the 
Department of Human Services 
for a homeless drop-in center and 
reprogram the funds to the De¬ 
partment of Public Health. 

The supervisor’s legislation 
would have kept the funding in 
the hands of Central City Hospi¬ 
tality House, which has run the 
Tenderloin Self-Help Center for 
nearly two decades. For the first 
time in 18 years the city put the 
contract to run the center out to 
bid last summer, and in Septem¬ 
ber it awarded TARC the contract. 

In response, Daly introduced 
his legislation, which passed in 
December. TARC responded say¬ 
ing it might sue the city for vio¬ 
lating its own competitive bid¬ 


ding process. 

Newsom agreed, saying in his 
letter that one of his priorities as 
mayor has been to put out old city 
contracts to bid in order to im¬ 
prove services and ensure con¬ 
tractors are selected in a fair, 
merit-based manner. 

“I believe that this legislation 
will divert resources away from 
the legitimate grantee to the los¬ 
ing bidder of a competitive 
process. In response, TARC has 
promised to explore legal chal¬ 
lenges to this action,” said New¬ 
som. “I believe that the only legit¬ 
imate way to award public service 
contracts is through merit-based 
processes. This action I am taking 
today is intended to achieve this 
goal, ensuring that the contract 
for the Tenderloin drop-in center 
is provided to the rightful recipi¬ 
ent and thus protecting the fair¬ 
ness of the city’s competitive bid 
process.” 

TARC this week thanked New¬ 
som for his veto. The agency ar¬ 
gued that if Daly’s legislation were 
to be enacted it would not only 
ignore the competitive bid 
process and have wasted TARC’s 
“tremendous efforts” in compet¬ 
ing for the contract, but would 
signal to city residents and all 
local nonprofit organizations that 
merit can be trumped by power¬ 
ful political forces. 

“With this action the mayor 


held fast to his commitment to 
award public service contracts 
through a merit-based process,” 
said Tracy Brown, TARC execu¬ 
tive director. 

Daly, however, chided the 
mayor’s action, saying, “in the 
spirit of unity on board inaugu¬ 
ration day, Mayor Gavin Newsom 
vetoed” his legislation. He added 
that DPH only intends to contin¬ 
ue the city’s contract with Hospi¬ 
tality House on a month-to- 
month basis while it works on is¬ 
suing a new request for proposals 
to competitively bid the contract. 
The mayor’s veto is payback, con¬ 
tends Daly, for criticism of his 
homeless policies. 

“Through implementation of 
his Care Not Cash program, the 
Mayor and [DHS] have been 
rewriting programs with little to 
no public scrutiny. Critics of Care 
Not Cash, such as Central City 
Hospitality House, have been pe¬ 
nalized for their opposition,” said 
Daly in a response to the mayor. 

Daly has vowed “to stand on 
the side of the hundreds of home¬ 
less individuals who are threat¬ 
ened-with loss of vital services if 
this veto is sustained.” 

While his legislation passed, 
Daly does not appear to have 
enough votes to override the 
mayor’s veto when it comes be¬ 
fore the supervisors on January 
25. Y 
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and 

Hepatitis C? 

Isa commitment to staying healthy part of your 
New Year's plans? 

Join a mind-body health discussion drop-in group 
for gay/bisexual men who are facing the unique 
challenges of coinfection. 


The group meets weekly on 
Thursdays 
4:30 pm -- 6 pm 
at the LGBT Center 
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A Great Smile 
Leaves a Lasting 
Impression 

Cosmetic, Restorative 
& Preventative Dentistry 




Tooth Colored Fillings 


450 Sutter, Suite 1229 
San Francisco, CA 
(415)982-2250 
VBDDS@pacbell.net 
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The governor’s budget 


G overnor Arnold Schwarzenegger un¬ 
veiled his $85.7 billion budget for fis¬ 
cal year 2005-2006 Monday. The good 
news is that the spending plan calls for full 
funding of the AIDS Drug Assistance Pro¬ 
gram and the Healthy Families program. On 
the flip side, however, the governors budget 
proposes drastic cuts and copayments in 
other health programs as well as cuts to pub¬ 
lic education that would affect the poorest 
of the states residents. The budget also calls 
for more borrowing to help cover the $9.1 
billion budget gap, but does not include tax 
increases as a way to increase revenue. 

When Schwarzenegger ran in the recall 
election, he repeatedly said he would be a 
different kind of governor - one for all the 
people. He said he had the bold leadership 
and vision necessary to bring businesses 
back to the state. After taking office, he even 
went to Las Vegas to promote California 
business, but that effort seems, in hindsight, 
to have been nothing more than a publicity 
stunt. Public education has suffered greatly 
in recent years and businesses will not start 
streaming into the state if there aren’t good 
schools. In 2002, the state ranked in the bot¬ 
tom 10 states in a national fourth-grade 
reading exam, according to an article by Jen¬ 
nifer Nelson in the California Journal. 
Schwarzenegger’s budget reneges on $1.1 
billion that schools are owed this year be¬ 
cause he wants to suspend Proposition 98, 
the voter-approved measure that sets school 
spending. In essence, he’s proposing to go 
against the will of the voters, who have re¬ 
peatedly ranked education as one of their 
top priorities and voted for ballot measures 
to increase spending for public schools. 

Social services are also a vital part of the 
state’s responsibility to its residents, and here, 
too, Schwarzenegger’s budget falls short. As¬ 
semblyman Mark Leno (D-San Francisco) 
told us this week that Schwarzenegger’s bud¬ 
get proposal is “devastating” to the state’s 
poor and uninsured. Those on Medi-Cal 
would face a $1,000 cap on dental services 
and incur copayments for other services. 

“The budget is lacking in equality in that 
only those with the least are asked to give 
the most,” Leno said. 


Not surprisingly, Leno and other Democ¬ 
rats in the Legislature continue to press 
Schwarzenegger to find revenue in order to 
offset his proposed budget cuts. Leno point¬ 
ed out that had Schwarzenegger not rescind¬ 
ed the vehicle license fee last year, 
there would be $4 billion in the 
state’s coffers. If income taxes were 
increased for the top 2 percent of 
the state’s wage earners, that would 
yield another $3 billion. “We’d have 
$7 billion right there,” Leno said. 

Schwarzenegger’s pledge not to raise 
taxes prevents him from doing what is 
best for Californians. Budget 
cuts can only- save so much, 
and the cost in lost services is 
too high. 

There’s another avenue the governor is 
not pursuing - help from the federal gov¬ 
ernment. That was a selling point 
Schwarzenegger made when he ran for of¬ 
fice: he could use his considerable political 
capital to work with the Bush administra¬ 


tion to get the state its fair share of federal 
dollars. But that hasn’t happened. This is a 
governor who went to Ohio to make a high- 
profile campaign appearance for President 
Bush just before the election; yet the gover¬ 
nor has done little in the way of getting Bush 
and the administration to recalculate 
formulas to distribute the funds more 
equitably. Leno pointed out that right 
now, the state doesn’t get about $50 
billion in federal money. California 
only gets 77 cents back for every dollar 
it sends to Washington. Texas, on the 
| other hand, gets 92 cents back for 
every dollar. Just getting 20 per¬ 
cent of that $50 billion would 
be $10 billion, enough to cover 
the state’s deficit. 

The governor has displayed a lack of the 
bold leadership and vision that inspired so 
many Californians to vote for him. His sunny 
optimism seems only to extend to photo op¬ 
portunities, not to the very real business of 
putting the state back on track. ▼ 




Wanna get engaged? 


by Geoff Kors and Molly McKay 


"Gotta get out of bed and get a hammer 
and a nail, learn how to use my hands, not 
just my head, I'll think myself into jail. Now 
I know a refuge never grows, from a chin in 
a hand in a thoughtful pose. Gotta tend the 
earth if you want a rose/' 

- Indigo Girls, "Hammer and A Nail" 

t is time to “Get Engaged”.in securing 
full relationship equality for California 
families. Equality California is recruit¬ 
ing love warriors across the state to rally to 
the battle at hand. 

The stakes? The potential to become the 
first state in the U.S. to end civil marriage 
discrimination against same-sex couples 
through a vote of our elected officials. At 
risk? The threat of a discriminatory consti¬ 
tutional amendment that would not only 
prohibit same-sex couples from civil mar¬ 
riage, but roll back all the protections af¬ 
forded domestic partners in California. This 
is a watershed moment in LGBT civil rights. 

This battle begins and ends with Califor¬ 
nia - the end to divisive campaigns to dis¬ 
enfranchise LGBT families and the begin¬ 
ning of a new day of equality for all people. 

There are important lessons learned 
from losing Proposition 22 in March 2000 
and these lessons were confirmed in the 
most recent spate of state constitutional 
amendments lost across the country. First, 
we must stand on the principled convictions 
that same-sex families deserve equal protec¬ 
tion under the law - we must stand for mar¬ 
riage equality, not just against unfair dis¬ 
crimination. 

Second, we must put a human face to 
discrimination. It is much easier to say, “I 
don’t believe that gays should marry” than 
to say “I don’t believe that my co-worker, 


neighbor, or relative Sally and her wife Amy 
and their two darling children deserve the 
same relationship protections that my co¬ 
worker, neighbor or relative Bill and Sally 
enjoy.” In Kentucky, organizers said they 
won support from 85 percent of the people 
they visited door to door. Many of us know 
the magic of one-on-one conversations - 
they make all the difference. 

Here is the reality: the LGBT communi¬ 
ty is not the population with the highest 
support for equal relationship rights. Ac¬ 
cording to a 2004 poll, only 51 percent of 
LGBT individuals polled supported full 
marriage equality, compared with 64 
percent support from Jewish voters 
and 61 percent support from self- 
identified liberals and pro-choice 
straight individuals. Another stark 
reality check - only 41.7 percent of 
registered voters in San Francisco 
showed up to the polls to 
vote in the Prop. 22 elec¬ 
tion, compared with 57.9 
percent turnout in Or¬ 
ange County and a statewide average 
turnout of 51.4 percent. What does this 
mean? 

For those committed to making equality 
a reality, it means it is time to get out of our 
collective comfort zone, it is time to stop ar¬ 
guing with our community and start ven¬ 
turing next door to involve our straight al¬ 
lies in the call to arms. It means that our 
focus in the Bay Area is less to convince our 
neighbors to vote in support of LGBT 
equality and more to ensure that they will 
get to the polls when we need them. It also 
means that we need to spread the gospel of 
equality to all who will hear us - it is time 
for a road trip with a mission. Did you 
know that there are 13 counties within a 
two-hour drive of San Francisco? 

We invite you to participate in a unique 


outreach adventure. We invite you to sup¬ 
port or participate in Equality California’s 
Get Engaged Tour 2005 - 58 counties in 28 
days by nine teams with one vision. Stock 
up on your favorite road trip snacks and 
join a team today! Plan to travel across Cal¬ 
ifornia to connect with our community and 
celebrate February’s Freedom to Marry 
Month! Help make contacts with local sup¬ 
porters and organize educational forums, 
town halls, and other informal gatherings so 
that all 58 California counties are engaged 
for equality events in February! Go to 
www.eqca.org or www.marriageequality- 
ca.org and click on the Get Engaged Tour 
logo for details. 

Another way to become re-in- 
s pi re d to support the cause is to 
join honorary chair Mayor 
Gavin Newsom and attend 
Equality California’s marriage 
anniversary gala celebra¬ 
tion in the San Francisco 
City Hall Rotunda on 
Saturday, February 12. 
Purchase tickets online at www.eqca.org. 

Finally, Equality California is co-spon¬ 
soring a marriage summit with a large num¬ 
ber of other community organizations to 
update San Franciscans on the status of the 
marriage litigation, legislation, and public 
educational opportunities on Sunday, Jan¬ 
uary 23 from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the 
State Building basement auditorium at 455 
Golden Gate Avenue. Panels will invite dis¬ 
cussion on a wide range of angles to the 
marriage equality fight. Registration is free, 
but space is limited. To reserve a space at the 
marriage summit go to www.eqca.org and 
register on-line. 

The battle is here, there is no going back, 
the only question you must answer is 
“Wanna Get Engaged?” in the battle for 
LGBT equality. If so, join us. It’s that easy. ▼ 
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Clarifying porn column 

In his year-end porn wrap up, Bay Area Reporter 
reviewer John Karr offers commentary that is mis¬ 
leading and requires correction. First, let me say that 
we here at Raging Stallion Studios hold Mr. Karr in 
very high regard and we would all agree that no other 
reviewer has been kinder and more supportive to Rag¬ 
ing Stallion than Mr. Karr. Indeed, on a personal level 
I would thank Mr. Karr for dozens of complementary 
reviews of my work. He has been - and I hope he con¬ 
tinues to be - a strong supporter of this writer. This 
letter is not a complaint, but rather a critical correc¬ 
tion that must be made in public. 

In his column of December 30 [“The year in gay 
pornography [ Karr comments that some companies 
make a strong stand against barebacking in porn, 
while others “Raging Stallion and Spunk among 
them, are two-stepping around this, offering a variety 
of rationales which basically come down to: the per¬ 
formers take responsibility for themselves.” 

This statement is already causing confusion with 
our local customers. Let me state clearly and in no un¬ 
certain terms that Raging Stallion does not produce 
or condone the production of any bareback porn. Our 
studio was founded on the strong moral principles of 
safer sex and we strongly contrast ourselves with stu¬ 
dios such as Spunk Video, a producer of bareback 
videos. Please understand one important fact - Rag¬ 
ing Stallion is a high-end producer of award-winning 
gay erotica. If we decided to produce bareback movies 
with Raging Stallion Studios’ quality, all of 
us at this company would instantly become 
very wealthy. Instead, we have opted in 
favor of being responsible community 
members by not creating highly prof¬ 
itable bareback movies. Rather, we create 
movies that will inspire smarter, safe sex 
behavior. 

We know that Mr. Karr has the best 
of intentions and we assume that his 
comments were not meant to imply that 
Raging Stallion produces, now or ever, any bareback 
films. Unfortunately, the wording is misleading and 
we feel that clarification is necessary to maintain our 
upstanding reputation. 

Everyone producing gay erotica today faces a 
moral choice. We are happy with the choice we have 
made. 

Chris Ward, President 
Raging Stallion Studios Inc. 

San Francisco 

[Editors note: John Karr responds in his KarrnalKnowl¬ 
edge column in the arts section.] 

Misses ‘Our Man Friday’ 

I miss Wayne Friday’s political insider gossip col¬ 
umn. Please revive it. As Friday ages, he should choose 
a young apprentice to assist him now and succeed him 
later. 

Tortuga Bi Liberty 
San Francisco 

Mad at the mayor 

I wed my husband in San Francisco at City Hall on 
February 14,2004, when, by Mayor Gavin Newsom’s 
decree, same-sex couples were allowed to marry. I am 
now into my 19th year with my husband, we are very 
happy, and I thank the mayor very much for the op¬ 
portunity to have our relationship acknowledged by 
society and the whole world. 

Marriage is hard work. You are sharing everything 
with another person: their successes, their failures, 
their happiness, and their sadness. It is not always 
easy, but you keep at it through the bad times because 
there is the reward of absolute intimacy. When it 
comes down to it, you are not alone in the world; you 
have somebody to love, and more importantly, some¬ 
body to love you back. Ultimately, the rewards are 
worth the hardships. 

Mayor Newsom said that he wanted same-sex cou¬ 
ples to enjoy what he and his wife had. What was that? 
Three years? Is that all you think that we deserve? 

In marriage you make compromises. Either Kim¬ 
berly should have stayed in San Francisco and pur¬ 
sued a career here, or Gavin should have resigned as 
mayor and followed her to the East Coast so that she 
could have a career there. Nothing, not career, nor so¬ 
cial nor familial pressures, should dissuade someone 
from pursuing their relationship with their life part¬ 
ner. 

When it comes down to it, a marriage is more im¬ 
portant that anything else. 

Mayor Newsom has hurt same-sex couples far 
more deeply than one can imagine. The man who 
gave us some sort of societal recognition to our rela¬ 
tionships cannot even keep his own marriage going 
for more than three years. Thus, why bother giving us 
relationship equality when it’s obviously not any good 
past three years? 

The mayor’s divorce has set back gay rights by at 
least a decade. 

The mayor’s divorce has cheapened the relation¬ 
ships of millions of same-sex couples around the 


world. From now on whenever a same-sex couple is 
denied equality the mayor will share some of that 
blame, for through his actions he has given discrimi¬ 
nators the rationale they need for denying us anything 
and everything. 

As a public official he has a responsibility to up¬ 
hold the ideals that he purported to stand for, and he 
failed. He made his political career, at least somewhat, 
on the basis of the strength of his marriage. Now he is 
getting divorced. He has let down his constituents in 
his failure to maintain his own marriage. His political 
career is now over, he should resign his office and 
never pursue a political career again. 

Tolver 
San Francisco 

Four more years 

It’s not too late to make a New Year’s resolution: 
Always have a plan B. 

I have always lived my life with a plan B, but it has 
never seemed as necessary as now. The next four years 
will be a free-for-all in the Republican Party, and I 
know I cannot take the gay life I once knew for grant¬ 
ed. 

To say I am fearful is not right, for I am not. Fear 
would give them too much power. What I have in¬ 
stead is hope. But hope for me is also fueled by living 
smart. And I call on all of you to join me to start liv¬ 
ing your life smart. 

Know your friends and be aware of your ene¬ 
mies. Know your strengths and nurture 
| them to the fullest extent. Know your 
weaknesses, and make an additional plan 
C and D for those, so you always have a 
way out. 

Envision the next four years as if we 
are approaching a new war, but realize 
that our battlefield is empty of soldiers. 
We need you to be a soldier for the four- 
year war you are about to fight, for it is 
one that involves fighting for your rights. 

I cannot recall being in such a volatile position in 
my lifetime. Our entire freedom as we know it is up 
for grabs, mainly because of the likelihood of a 
changed Supreme Court, which will be one of the 
most feared by minorities in ages. 

Longtime AIDS activist Larry Kramer recently re¬ 
cited an 18-page speech in New York that I had the 
opportunity to read over and over again. It speaks vol¬ 
umes to where we are in our gay lives, how much we 
have lost, and how much we still have to gain. 

In his candor, Kramer argued that we are murder¬ 
ers, basically killing ourselves and others with unsafe 
sex, crystal, etc., while the Republicans are just sitting 
back watching. In short, his view is that they do not 
need to do much to destroy us; we are doing a fantas¬ 
tic job on our own. Powerful? Yes. Hard to read? Yes. 
True? Unfortunately, in many cases, yes. 

Believe it or not, fighting was once known as hero¬ 
ic. I find of late that people don’t like to fight anymore. 

I think many have become numb to life in general. 
Think about how our society operates in this age of 
“fix-me” pill poppers. Antidepressants can numb you 
from feeling, and it seems everyone I know is on one. 
Maybe that’s why no one rants anymore. Everyone 
goes to raves, but no one raves in the truest sense of 
the word. 

If you want to be a hero, even if only in your own 
mind, make a resolution this new year that you can 
truly measure by the end of the year. Choose a gay 
legal cause you’re passionate about and hit the battle¬ 
field, well prepared with your plan B and your digni¬ 
ty and your crew of fellow soldiers. When you’re older, 
you might even find that you have become a mentor 
for the next generation. 

Tom Finan 
San Francisco 

Gays need to organize 

For weeks I have read about the comings and go¬ 
ings of the marriage issue - the litigation, legislation, 
rallies, seminars, etc. No where I have read about the 
impending tsunami of negativism that is about to de¬ 
scend on the issue. 

The Christian right is not going to play defense on 
this issue. They are planning a constitutional amend¬ 
ment in either November, if there is a special election, 
or in June that would restrict marriage to a man and 
a woman and most likely quash domestic partner¬ 
ships and any sort of benefit or privilege of marriage 
granted to “unwed” couples. They have already begun 
to maneuver in the legislature is this direction. 

Thus, the question is what are we doing about this 
dire threat? Why haven’t we been talking about this 
threat in the public arena? It should have been obvi¬ 
ous that a strong counterreaction would occur. Where 
is the comprehensive statewide plan to counter the 
initiative? The $3 million in the bank to begin the 
fight? The polling? 

The impending battle will be brutal. We are already 
behind the curve. We need to get organized. 

James W. Haas 
San Francisco 



Transformative Film Therapy 

at the Monarch Bear Institute, a 501 (3) (c) organization 

i 

Short-term intensive therapy. See your star qualities, and learn 
| how to enhance and express them. Cognitive behavioral ap- 

I proaches dealing with anger management, stress management, 
executive coaching, social skills, and persona development. 

A 

Rodney G. Karr, Ph. D. Natalia A. Bolsheva 

Licensed psychologist #PSY6906 MD and Ph. D. cand. 

1 for more info call: (415) 241-9855, or visit: 

* http: //www. gay psychologist-sf-contracosta. org 


Experienced Attorney 

Barry Schneider, Esq. 

Wills and Probate 
Family Law and Conservatorships 
Criminal Offenses 


Barry Schneider 
Attorney at Law 
(415)781-6500 


400 Montgomery St. 
Suite 505 
San Francisco 



PENNBROOK 
INSURANCE SERVICES 

Since 1982 • We do it all! 

200 Pine Street, 8th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
(415) 820-2200 
Fax (415) 394-8332 
California Toll Free (800) 652-1513 I? 

Ijj Broker Lie. # 0622553 ||* 




I ‘Wills & Estate Planning 

s 

Ilf Ml -’meet* FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

H ftlB 

jBoone Callaway 

Carl Wolf | 

785 Market Street, Suite 1 1 50 

415 . 541.0300 


A hardtop is good. 
Topless is better. 

Buy your next pre-owned car for less. 
Group 43 Motors is a new 
and better way to buy a car. 



2003 Audi A4 3.0 Cabriolet 

Retail (Blue Book) Group 43 

$39,895 $33,500 

Group 43 Motors 

Why boy new? 

www.group43.com 

510.393.1912 
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The limited lesbian 


by Paula Martinac 


hen celebrated American 
Uu thinker and writer Susan 
w Sontag died recently, her 
obituaries all noted her marriage 
in the 1950s to Philip RiefF and the 
son they had together. In a double 
standard that seems odd now that 
obituaries routinely acknowledge 
same-sex survivors, few media 
outlets touched on her intimate 
relationships with women - in¬ 
cluding one with photographer 
Annie Leibovitz that lasted almost 
three times longer than Sontag’s 


heterosexual marriage. 

A big part of this omission has 
to do with Soritag’s fierce, lifelong 
rejection of the identities of les¬ 
bian or bisexual - or “queer,” a 
term that even some academically 
chic straight people have claimed. 
The media, then, can simply say 
they’re respecting Sontag’s “priva¬ 
cy.” But the other part of the si¬ 
lence about Sontag’s sexuality has 
to do with the limited and nega¬ 
tive way U.S. culture defines the 
word “lesbian” - notably when it 
is coupled with “writer.” 

Sontag’s refusal to acknowl¬ 
edge her sexuality went way be- 


COMPETENCE • SENSITIVITY • INTEGRITY 



ROGER S. GROSS 
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yond the desire for privacy; it was 
also about the desire for power 
and influence. After all, being a 
lesbian writer - or even just a 
writer who is a lesbian - has not 
been a wise career choice in our 
culture. In fact, it’s been almost a 
guarantee of obscurity, with a few 
notable exceptions like novelist 
Rita Mae Brown and play¬ 
wright Paula Vogel. 

A big obstacle for lesbian 
writers is that the concept of 
“lesbian” still brings to peo¬ 
ple’s biased minds an image 
of dumpy women who 
dress badly and hate 
men - and who wants 
to hear what they have 
to say? Curi¬ 
ously, many of 

the same obit- ___ 

uaries that 

skipped over Sontag’s sexuality ex¬ 
tolled her glamour and attractive¬ 
ness, her “luxurious” hair and “rav¬ 
ishing” smile - traits not common¬ 
ly associated with lesbians. 

Because of the prevailing 
stereotype of lesbians, then, many 
straight people - and some gay 
men, too - have decided that our 
writing couldn’t possibly possess 
the depth and breadth of that of 
straight and gay male writers, 
whose art is expansive and “uni¬ 
versal.” (Lesbians are often dis¬ 
missed simply as purveyors of girl- 
on-girl romances, although het¬ 
erosexual romance is a staple of 
straight publishing.) In a telling 
comment on the limited reach of 
even the most well-known lesbian 
writers, Sontag claimed never to 
have heard of Camille Paglia when 


2 * 
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the latter excoriated her in an essay 
titled “Sontag, Bloody Sontag.” 

To quote her obituaries, Sontag 
was indeed “fearless” and “a hero” 
- she achieved fame as a critical 
thinker in a culture that has rarely 
associated intellectualism with 
women. But still, she was terrified 
of being construed as a dyke. 
When Carl Rollyson and Lisa 
Paddock detailed her same- 
sex liaisons in their unau¬ 
thorized biography of her, 
she threatened legal action. 
The authors and their pub¬ 
lisher didn’t back down, so 
Sontag circumvented the 
supposed damage the 
book would cause by writ- 

_ ing about her 

sexuality in 
_ the New York¬ 
er as an “open 
secret” - a gratingly offhand 
phrase used by outed celebrities 
who had absolutely no intention 
of coming out on their own. 
(“What? Oh, that! Gee, I thought 
everybody knew.”) 

In a strange way, though, Son¬ 
tag’s closeted-ness is less annoying 
than the fact that some famous gay 
male writers, themselves out for 
many years, have deemed her sex¬ 
uality inconsequential. Larry 
Kramer, for example, called Son- 
tag an “‘Intellectual’ with a capital 
‘I,’” who was “beyond being a les¬ 
bian” and didn’t belong in “that 
category 1 ’ (my emphasis). Edmund 
White saw her as “first and fore¬ 
most a citizen” (lesbians aren’t cit¬ 
izens?), a woman for whom iden¬ 
tity politics were too “provincial.” 
Even radical Michael Bronski 


wrote an extensive tribute to Son- 
tag, rhapsodizing about her intel¬ 
lectual achievements on such gay- 
interest topics as camp culture and 
AIDS, but jarringly avoiding the 
question of her own queerness. 

It’s hard to imagine, however, 
that any contemporary gay male 
writer would opt to keep his sexu¬ 
ality under wraps for career pur¬ 
poses - and what’s more, that he 
would be casually excused by 
other gay writers for doing so. 
Would Larry Kramer really label 
any prominent man known to 
have sex with other men as “be¬ 
yond being gay”? It’s doubtful, 
since the phrase reduces “gay” to 
something trifling and inconse¬ 
quential (like, say, “lesbian”). If 
you have any doubts, just contrast 
Kramer’s thoughts about Sontag 
with his passionate attempts to 
“gay” Abraham Lincoln - even 
though the latter lived in an era 
when the concept of “gay” didn’t 
exist and there was no sexual 
identity as we know it today. 

Sadly, all this points to the fact 
that lesbian writers experience a 
peculiar double sexism - not just 
as women, who have a more diffi¬ 
cult time being taken seriously as 
writers and thinkers than men do; 
but also as women who are inde¬ 
pendent of men. T 


Paula Martinac is a Lambda 
Literary Award-winning author 
of eight books and editor in 
chief of Q Syndicate. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at Lesbian 
Notions@qsyndicate.com. 



“The Antidote 
to Antiviral 
Medication 
Toxicity” 


( ^OANTS ARE THE KEY! 


Clinically used to: 

• Boost CD4 counts 

• Raise energy levels 

• Improve liver function 
Prevent lipodystrophy 

results mATMArrm 

Now available at Walgreens Pharmacy and Vibrant Health Vitamin Center t 


Call 1-877-DR KAISER or visit us at KPAXvitamins.com 


News briefs 

M page 4 

DSCS operates a neighborhood- 
based shelter program for working 
poor Latino men, runs the 
Richard M. Cohen AIDS resi¬ 
dence, and a community center on 
Valencia Street. 

Currently, the board of direc¬ 
tors is responsible for the gover¬ 
nance and mission of the agency, 
implementing financial and poli¬ 
cy oversight, fundraising, and 
community outreach work. In 
particular, women, Latinos, peo¬ 
ple living with AIDS and the resi¬ 
dents of the Mission and Castro 
neighborhoods are encouraged to 
apply. For more information 
about the organization, visit 
www.dscs.org. To learn more 
about becoming a board member, 
e-mail a statement of interest to 
Bob Nelson, executive director, at 


bnelson@dscs.org. 

Quit smoking class 

Smokers who want to kick the 
habit in the new year can attend 
free smoking cessation classes of¬ 
fered by the Last Drag that cater to 
LGBT and HIV-positive smokers. 
The next class takes place Wednes¬ 
day, January 19 and runs through 
February 23 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
LGBT Community Center, 1800 
Market Street in San Francisco. 
Classes are held in a confidential, 
supportive group setting and led 
by a skilled and experienced clinic 
leader who is certified by the 
American Lung Association. 

To register, visit www.last- 
drag.org, e-mail info@lastdrag. 
org, or call (415) 339-STOP. 

The Last Drag is sponsored by 
the Coalition of Lavender Ameri¬ 
cans on Smoking and Health and 
is funded by the San Francisco De¬ 
partment of Public Health. ▼ 



Just in time for Valentine’s Pay 

Massage 101: The basics of Massage 

Learn the basics and refine your techniques for a delightful 
and nourishing massage. 

MlBodq 

L!?2lchoS C (510) 653-1594 • www.bodyelectric.org 


Feb. 12 -13, 2005 • $195 Tuition 
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Who was M. 
Carey Thomas? 


by Liz Highleyman 


January 1857 (148 years ago this 
month): Women's education pio¬ 
neer M. Carey Thomas is born in 
Baltimore. 

lthough she was denied ed¬ 
ucational opportunities be¬ 
cause of her sex, M. Carey 
Thomas went on to make a lasting 
mark on women’s education and 
further their independence 
from men. “If it were only 
possible for women to se¬ 
lect women as well as men 
for a life’s love, all reason 
for an intellectual woman’s 
marriage would be gone,” she 
once asserted. 

Thomas was born 
in Baltimore in Janu¬ 
ary 1857 to devout 
Quaker parents. At 
age 15, she persuaded her father to 
allow her to attend a Quaker 
boarding school for girls in Itha¬ 
ca, New York. After she promised 
him that she would avoid contact 
with male students, he permitted 
her to enroll at Cornell University, 
where she graduated in 1877. 

Upon her return to Baltimore, 
Thomas’s cousin introduced her 
to a group of young women - in¬ 
cluding Mamie Gwinn and Mary 
Garrett, heiress to the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad fortune - who 
formed a philosophical discussion 
group called the Friday Night 


club. 

Thomas sought admission to 
Johns Hopkins University, where 
her father was a trustee, to pursue 
graduate studies in Greek. Al¬ 
though she was allowed to receive 
tutoring from the faculty, she was 
prohibited from attending regular 
classes and quit after a year. With 
Gwinn as her companion, she 
traveled to Germany to enroll at 
the University of Leipzig, but was 
denied a degree because she was a 
woman. She finally earned her 
Ph.D. from the University of 
Zurich in 1882. 

Back in the United 
States, Thomas applied for 
the presidency of Bryn 
Mawr, a newly established 
women’s college, but the 
post was given to a 
man. Instead, she be¬ 
came the college’s 
first dean and a pro¬ 
fessor of English. 

Although she never publicly 
identified as a lesbian, Thomas 
shared a romantic friendship and 
a home on the Bryn Mawr cam¬ 
pus with Gwinn, who also taught 
English. In addition, Thomas had 
a passionate relationship with 
Garrett, while Gwinn was also in¬ 
volved with a male English profes¬ 
sor, Alfred Hodder. Thomas and 
Gwinn’s relationship ended in 
1904 when Gwinn married Hod¬ 
der, after which Garrett took up 
residence with Thomas. (The love 
triangle of Thomas, Gwinn, and 



M. Carey Thomas 


Hodder was memorialized in 
Fernhlirst, one of Gertrude Stein’s 
first novellas.) 

Relying on Thomas’s persua¬ 
sive skills and Garrett’s money, the 
erstwhile Friday Night club start¬ 
ed a college preparatory school for 
girls and raised several hundred 
thousand dollars for the founding 
of Johns Hopkins School of Med¬ 
icine, on the condition that it 
admit women on the same terms 
as men. 

Influenced by Garrett’s 
promise of financial support, the 
board of trustees appointed 
Thomas president of Bryn Mawr, 
a position she held from 1894 
until 1922. Thomas became one 
of the most prominent advocates 
for women’s education. She was 
also an advocate for women’s suf¬ 
frage, a proponent of an equal 
next page ► 

Political editor Wayne 
Friday is taking some 
well-deserved time off. 



Facial Lipodystrophy 

SC ULPTRA " 

Facial Wasting Treatment 
Recently Approved by the FDA 

Now available through a 
Patient Assistance Program 

Dr. Marcus A. Conant 

Dermatologist for forty years 
HIV/AIDS Specialist for twenty-five years 

And Principal Investigator of a current Sculptra™ Trial 

For Treatment Information Call Now 
Phone 415-575-7501 
Fax 415-255-0799 
www.conantfoundation.org 



Having 

eautiful 

should 

easy 


Michael J. Perona, D.D.S. 


Comprehensive Dentistry 

* Cosmetic 

* Preventive 

* Restorative 


120 Howard Street, Suite A 
between Spear and Main Streets 
San Franc isco 

call now for an appointment 

415.546.7990 

www. s ft ee t h. co m 


VISA. MC AND MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED 


* HIV Positive? 

* Currently on HIV meds or offered 
meds & chose not to take them? 

If you are between the ages 12 and 24 
and answer yes to either question, 

you can MAKE MONEY by 
participating in research. 

Call Bethany to see if you qualify at 

415 - 297-7733 


at 
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When friends visit, don't put yourself out... 
...put them up at 

The Willows Inn 

Comfort ^ Amenities * Location 

www .Will owsS F. co m 

710 14th Street 415-431-4770 

Steps away from Muni & the F-line 



Tuan Anh Duong, M.D. 
Board Certified, Internal Medicine 


Fog C|TY 

Medical 

Clinic 

1489 Webster Street, Suite 200 
Sam Francisco, California 94115 

INFO@FOCCITYMEDICAL.COM 

WWW.FOGCITYMEDICAL.COM 

415.775.5700 
Plenty of free parking 


Aesthetic Enhancement 
Medical Clinic 

• Laser Hair Removal • Endermoiogle™ 

• Microdermabrasion • Facials/Peels 

• Sculptra™ Facial Filler 


Ken Mauldin, RN 

Jeannie Wong, Clinical Esthetician 
415-567-1791 

1700 California St., Suite 500 



San Francisco Residential 
Real Estate Sales 

MATT FLYNN 

415-509-5222 

www.mattflynn.com 

matt@mattflynn.com 

Service you can count on! 



service knowledge creativity committment experience 

















































10 BAY AREA REPORTER 13 January 2005 




GAY SPERM 
DONORS WANTED 
BY LESBIANS 

510 - 521-7737 

W ww.GaySpermBank.com y 


Affordable Bankruptcy 

Richard LaCava, Attorney at Law 

mmm Free Consultations 

Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy 
||| > Evening & Weekend Appointments Available 

f;|lS S Convenient Mission/Castro Office 

Call 415. 282. 8960 



101 REASONS to use 

Jim Laufenberc 
and Lisa Camozzi 

as your REALTORS 


1 TOP CALIBER. #1 agents in san Francisco's top selling office. 


; 2 |T0U6H NEGOTIATORS. cgMWTTEO r> imm ybi tip nmi. 



CALL TBQAY TO LEARN MORE! • 


— 415 - 621-4114 
lim@sl-realty.com 



Take itspossHty for four own erotic 
education. Learn about waking up am! 
sustaining erotic energy, giving and 
receiving pleasure, and expressing 
■ your desires. 

Celebrating the 
Body Erotic 

Feb 5-6,2005 

For info call 
510 - 653-1594 

Bodq 

, m^/l Electric 
IWaK School 
www.bodyelectric.org 



1 QUIT SMOKING AND STAY QUIT 1 
1 IN THE NEW YEAR! | 

i 

a 

One of the best ways to improve health, at any | 
age, is to quit smoking. The UCSF Habit 
Abatement Clinic is currently running two 1 

clinical trials, including one specifically tailored | 
for people over age 50. Treatment is FREE and | 
consists of counseling and medication. 

Reimbursement is offered. 1 

a 

For more information, please call 
415.476.7453 
or visit: 

www.ucsf.edu/nosmoke 

a 
a 
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Robberies hit Castro 


by Jane Warner 


series of robberies hap¬ 
pened last week and police 
believe three of the inci¬ 
dents may involve some of the 
same suspects. 

On January 5 at about 5:45 
a.m., a man walking on Duboce 
Street near Steiner noticed a vehi¬ 
cle pull up alongside him. A man 
described as African American, 
20-25 years old wearing a brown 
baseball cap, a blue puffy jacket, 
and black pants, got out of 
the passenger side of an 
older red Nissan two- 
door Sentra and ap¬ 
proached the man on 
foot. The suspect 
stuck a handgun in 
the victim’s stomach 
and demanded his 
wallet. Fearing for 
his life, the victim 
complied and 
handed over his 
black leather bi-fold that con¬ 
tained miscellaneous identifica¬ 
tion, but no money. “Get walking 
before I shoot,” the robber told 
him and got back into the Nissan. 
The car was driven by another 
person the victim could not see 
and fled northbound on Steiner 
Street. 

Two days later on January 7 at 
9:45 p.m., a woman driving her car 
with three passengers was stopped 
at the light at Castro and 24th 
streets when a black four-door 
Dodge Intrepid pulled up along 
side them. The Dodge, driven by a 
woman, also contained three male 
passengers. “Where’s the party at?” 
one of the male passengers yelled. 
The group replied there was no 


party and drove off southbound 
on Castro. The black Intrepid fol¬ 
lowed at a close distance. Fright¬ 
ened, the group drove around try¬ 
ing to lose the vehicle. As they 
turned a corner they pulled into a 
garage at 28th and Noe, turning 
off the car lights. After a few min¬ 
utes, they didn’t see the Dodge and 
started to reverse but the suspect’s 
vehicle pulled in behind them. The 
assailants got out of the Dodge 
and one man opened the driver’s 
side door of the group’s car. “Why 
are you running from us?” he 
asked and pulled a silver hand¬ 
gun from his pants pocket. 
“Give us all your stuff.” 
The victims handed 
over cell phones, wal¬ 
lets, about $300 in 
Christmas gift cards 
and four $100 bills. 
After taking the 
victims’ property, 
the suspects got 
back into the 
Dodge and fled 
northbound on Noe Street. One of 
the men is described as African 
American, 18-25 years old, 5 feet 7 
inches, 150 pounds with black 
braided hair, and wore a black 
beanie cap and olive green zip-up 
hoody. The other two male sus¬ 
pects were also African American, 
in their 20s. One was 6 feet 2 inch¬ 
es, 220 pounds; the other, 5 feet 7 
inches, 160 pounds. The female 
suspect wore a black sweatshirt, 
had silver front teeth, and drove 
the car. 

That same night, about an 
hour later at 10:45 p.m., a man 
walking near Cala Foods in the 
Castro was approached by three 
men, one of whom pointed a 
small silver handgun at his stom¬ 


ach and demanded money. The 
man handed over his wallet con¬ 
taining credit cards, identification, 
and $6. The suspects ran to a 
parked Chevy Impala on Dia¬ 
mond Street and were last seen 
driving northbound toward Mar¬ 
ket Street. The gunman is de¬ 
scribed by the victim as African 
American, 25-30 years old, 5 feet 
11 inches, 170 pounds and wore 
dark clothes. The other two sus¬ 
pects were also African American, 
also in their 20s. 

Police believe all three robberies 
may be related and ask anyone 
with information regarding these 
crimes to call (415) 553-1201. 

‘This is an AK-47’ 

Sorrento Sun Center, 329 Noe 
Street, January 5, 7:17p.m.: In an¬ 
other unrelated robbery, a man 
walked into Sorrento Sun Center 
and went to the back of the store. 
A clerk approached the man and 
asked if he needed any help. “Yes,” 
he replied, “this is a robbery.” 
Fearing for her safety, the clerk 
opened the cash register and 
handed the robber about $200. 
The suspect then ordered her to 
the back room and lifted a cloth 
he had draped over his right hand, 
revealing a butt of a large assault 
rifle. “This is an AK-47,” the sus¬ 
pect said. “Do you know what 
happens to people with these? 
Now, get in the back and don’t say 
a word.” The clerk went to the 
back room and closed the door. 
The suspect - described as a white 
male, 55-60 years old, 5 feet 5 
inches, 130 pounds with white 
hair and blue eyes wearing a white 
baseball cap, army green trench 
coat and blue jeans - fled the store 
in an unknown direction. T 



Newsom divorce 

◄ page 3 

gay marriage fight. But, she said, it 
wouldn’t surprise her to hear such 
criticism from the conservative 
camps. 

“It may well be in a complete 
fit of hypocrisy that the right 
would point to the mayor’s im¬ 
pending divorce to undermine his 
credibility,” said Kendell. “Straight 


people and same-sex people break 
up and get divorced. It will be in¬ 
teresting to see what they [the 
right] do. It’s a little bit of a land 
mine for them.” 

Thus far, however, the most 
vocal criticism of Newsom’s di¬ 
vorce may be coming from certain 
factions of the LGBT community. 
Kendell noted that she was on a 
panel discussing same-sex mar¬ 
riage last week with a right-wing 
legal scholar, and that no one on 


the panel or in the audience men¬ 
tioned Newsom’s impending di¬ 
vorce. At press time, there was no 
mention of the Newsom divorce 
from groups like the Christian 
Coalition or Focus on the Family, 
although neither group thought 
Newsom had much credibility on 
the gay marriage issue in the first 
place. Newsom’s spokesman Peter 
Ragone did not return repeated e- 
mail and phone call requests for 
comment. Y 


Past Out 

M previous page 

rights amendment to the Consti¬ 
tution, and a peace activist. But 
not all her views were progressive. 
A supporter of the eugenics move¬ 
ment, she touted the intellectual 
superiority of whites and discrim¬ 
inated against African American 
and Jewish applicants to Bryn 


Mawr. 

Thomas spent her later years 
pursuing her interests in litera¬ 
ture, the arts, and travel, accom¬ 
panied by Edith Lowber, with 
whom she began a relationship a 
decade after Garrett’s death from 
leukemia in 1915. Thomas died of 
heart failure in December 1935, 
and her ashes are buried in a li¬ 
brary named in her honor on the 
Bryn Mawr campus. ▼ 


Suggested reading 

Horowitz, Helen Lefkowitz. 
1994. The Power and Passion 
of M. Carey Thomas (Knopf). 
Dobkin, Marjorie Housepian, 
ed. 1980. The Making of a 
Feminist: Early Journals and 
Letters of M. Carey Thomas 
(Kent State). 


AIDS LifeCycle riders gear up 



A crowd of AIDS LifeCycle 
participants listens to 
speakers at a kickoff 
event held Saturday, January 8 
at the W Hotel. The 585-mile 
bike ride from San Francisco to 
Los Angeles is sponsored by the 
San Francisco AIDS Founda¬ 
tion and takes place June 5-11. 
Registration is up over 35 per¬ 
cent from this time last year, 
with 1,561 riders signed up so 
far, according to Redge Norton 
with SFAF. Norton said inter¬ 
ested people can still take part 
in the event; visit www.aidslife- 
cycle.org for more information. 
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HHS official 
Claude Allen moves 
to White House 



www. VRhairline. com 


Vi rtuaI Realty 
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Hair Replacement is created 
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100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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415.421.4247 


by Bob Roehr 


laude Allen will become the 
chief domestic policy advis¬ 
er in the Bush White House, 
according to an announcement 
made on January 5. Gay and AIDS 
advocates are concerned by the 
possible implications for commu¬ 
nity issues. 

Allen, 44, is a social conserva¬ 
tive and African American. He has 
served the last four years as the 
number two person at the De¬ 
partment of Health and Human 
Services, where he has been a 
strong supporter of abstinence- 
only HIV prevention programs 
and restrictions on abortions. 

The agency also has conducted 
audits of AIDS service organiza¬ 
tions and activities that many 
within the community have char¬ 
acterized as harassing in nature. 

Allen was nominated to be a 
federal judge on the Fourth Cir¬ 
cuit Court of Appeals in 2003. But 
Maryland’s two Democratic sena¬ 
tors blocked the nomination with 
the claim that the seat traditional¬ 
ly had been filled by a Marylander. 
Other Democrats supported their 
position, as they did not wish to 
see yet another strong conserva¬ 
tive vote added to what many ob- 



Claude Allen 


servers see as the most conserva¬ 
tive federal circuit court in the 
country. 

Allen served as Virginia’s secre¬ 
tary of health in the 1990s. In the 
1980s he was one of the first black 
staffers for conservative former 
Senator Jesse Helms. As press sec¬ 
retary during Helms’s 1984 re- 
election race, Allen said that 
Helms’s opponent had ties to 
“queers” and “radical feminists.” 

Allen was asked about those re¬ 
marks during his judicial confir¬ 
mation hearing. He said that he 


did not believe the words were 
derogatory, nor had he intend to 
use them in a derogatory manner. 

That has not allayed the con¬ 
cerns of community advocates, 
who remember that Gary Bauer 
used the same White House posi¬ 
tion to influence policy decisions 
during the Reagan administration. 

“I hope it is not a sign of social 
policy for this administration,” 
said Terje Anderson, executive di¬ 
rector of the National Association 
of People With AIDS. 

Dave Noble, executive director 
of National Stonewall Democrats, 
said, “Claude Allen has advanced 
ideological extremes in family 
policy that have endangered the 
health of gay youth. His record in¬ 
dicates that he would prompt the 
White House to promote antigay 
policy and attitude within the ad¬ 
ministration. We are troubled by 
this appointment.” 

“There is widespread concern 
since the position can be a great 
bully pulpit and it’s assumed that 
this is payback to neocons and con¬ 
servatives who worked very hard 
on voter turnout for Bush,” said Bill 
Arnold with the ADAP Working 
Group. “On the other hand this ad¬ 
ministration keeps a very tight con¬ 
trol on what its people say, so I 
guess we wait and see.” ▼ 


HRC releases names of 
search committee members 


by Bob Roehr HRC search committee members 

Gwen Baba, Board of Directors co-chair, Los Angeles, CA 
Vic Basile, Foundation Board co-chair, Baltimore, MD 
Joe Barrows, BOD, Denver, CO 
Bruce Bastian, BOD, Orem, UT 
Terry Bean, FD, Portland, OR 
Mike Berman, BOD co-chair, Washington, D.C. 

Ken Britt, BOD, Atlanta, GA 
Lawrie Demorest, FD co-chair, Atlanta, GA 
Amy Errett, BOD, San Francisco, CA 
Anne Fay, Board of Governors co-chair, Dallas, TX 
Emily Giske, BOD, New York, NY 
Everett Hamilton, former BOD, Washington, DC 
Julie Johnson, BOD, Dallas, TX 
Kevin Layton, General Counsel, Washington, D.C. 

Marty Lieberman, BOD, Seattle, WA 
Andrew Linsky, BOD, Palm Springs, CA 
David Medina, BOD, Washington, D.C. 

Cathy Nelson, Development Director, Washington, D.C. 
Victoria Raymont, BOD, Chicago, IL 
Henry Rosales, BOG co-chair, Denver, CO 
Donna Rose, HRC Business Council, Round Rock, TX 
Hilary Rosen, FD, Washington, D.C. 

Winnie Stachelberg, Political Director, Washington, D.C. 
John Sullivan, BOD, Minneapolis, MN 
Tony Varona, BOD, Tuckahoe, NY 
David Wilson, BOG, Boston, MA 


he search com¬ 
mittee to select 
the next executive 
director of the Human 
Rights Campaign con¬ 
tained no surprises 
when it was released to 
the public on Thursday, 

January 6. 

It originally had 
been announced as a 
25-member committee 
but when the names 
were made public there 
were only 24. HRC 
spokesman Steven Fish¬ 
er said that some 
prospective members 
felt they could not make 
the required time com¬ 
mitment, but none of 
those who had agreed 
to serve had a problem 
with their name being 
made public. 

“There is no one 
missing,” Fisher said. 

He said the final 
composition is still a bit fluid and 
“one or two names might be 
added before the committee holds 
its first meeting.” Two more 
names were added late Tuesday, 
bringing the total to 26. 

Most of the members are 
drawn from the HRC and the 
HRC Foundation boards of direc¬ 
tors. It includes one openly trans¬ 
gender person, Donna Rose, a 
member of the HRC Business 
Council who resides in Round 
Rock, Texas. 


San Francisco activist Michael 
Petrelis, who first raised the trans¬ 
parency issue that led to releasing 
the search committee names, sug¬ 
gested that HRC might have in¬ 
cluded non-HRC members as 
part of the search process. Part of 
his rationale is that the organiza¬ 
tion often speaks on behalf of the 
broader gay community and not 
just its members. 

He pointed to the example of 
the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 


Last December, when it 
announced a search 
committee to identify 
the successor to outgo¬ 
ing President Kweisi 
Mfume, it included 
several people who 
were not part of that 
organization’s govern¬ 
ing board. 

HRC was not pre¬ 
pared to comment on 
whether it considered 
including outside 
members on the search 
committee as the Bay 
Area Reporter went to 
press. 

Three HRC staff 
members are part of 
the search committee, 
which no doubt re¬ 
flects staff manage¬ 
ment issues that re¬ 
portedly arose under 
former HRC President 
Cheryl Jacques’s tenure 
and contributed to her 
departure after only 11 
months in the posi¬ 
tion. 

Among the three staff mem¬ 
bers is Winnie Stachelberg, HRC’s 
longtime political director. She 
was believed to be one of the fi¬ 
nalists to become executive direc¬ 
tor during the previous search 
process. Presumably, she is not a 
candidate for the position during 
this round of hiring. 

“If anyone on the search com¬ 
mittee were to become a candi¬ 
date, they would have to leave the 
search committee at that point in 
time,” Fisher said. ▼ 


Ed McCrone PhD 


15 years helping clients make peace with 
depression, anxiety, PTSD, HIV, addictions, 
grief, and relationship misfortune. 

Licensed Psychologist. Trained in EMDR for trauma. 
Noe Valley, parking. Sliding scale. First meeting free. 
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Metropolitan Community Church of San Francisco 

A Spiritual Home for GLBTQ People Since 1970 


Sunday Services 9AM, 11AM & 7PM 

150 Eureka Street, in The (.astro j 415-863-4434 j vvwvv.mccst.org 

Great People, Great Music, Great Preaching! All are welcome! 


Dr. Christopher Amore 

CHIROPRACTOR 


CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


Restore Your Face! 


Michael Echavez, M.D. 

Board Certified Specialist in: 

• Sculptra™ for facial wasting 

• Treatments for HIV Lipodystrophy 

• Facial Plastic Surgery 

• Botox® Cosmetic 

• Injectable Facial Fillers 

• Microdermabrasion & Facial Peels 

• Rejuvenating Skin Care 

• Propecia for Hair Loss 

(Free 2 week supply) 


StudioHair® 

Custom Solutions For 
Women With Thinning Hair 

We also offer a complete line of: 

Hair Extensions 
Custom & Fashion Hair Pieces 
Prosthetic Quality Wigs 
Hair Extensions & Hi-Lite Sets 
Hi-Ltte or streak your hair in minutes 
without chemicals or stress on the hair..... 

Proudly serving the Transgender Community 
for over 25 years... 

By Appointment 

415-642-2850 

2850 22nd Street - San Francisco 

(Between Harrison & Bryant - Parking available) 




Complimentary consultation 
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490 Post Street, Suite 542 
San Francisco 
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" CONFIDENTIAL AND SUPPORTIVE GROUP SETTING. CLASSES 
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SMOKE LESS. 

PLAY MORE. 

NEXT CLASS BEGINS JANUARY 19th! 

WWW.LASTDRAC.ORC 
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Gay cable channel 
Q TV gets set to expand 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


s media giant Viacom con¬ 
tinues to work on its 
planned gay channel 
LOGO, the Q Television Network 
is already on the air in three mar¬ 
kets and set to expand to more 
this year. 

Last November 1, Q Television 
began airing free and unscrambled 
to RCN cable subscribers in San 
Francisco, Boston, and New York 
City. The channel will convert to a 
subscriber service at the end of Jan¬ 
uary and by mid-year plans on 
being in 35 percent of the country, 
adding 15 major cities, such as Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, Chicago, 
New Orleans, and Washington D.C. 

“Look at the blue states and the 
blue cities and we’ll be there,” said 
Frank Olsen, CEO and president 
of the channel. 

The channel cost $20 million 
to launch, and advertisers have in¬ 
cluded Time Life Music, TriOral 
Dental Care, Life Alert, Tupper- 
wa.re, and the Fitness Made Simple 
workout video. 

Still not yet widely known to 
the gay community, the channel 
received a major boost in its visi¬ 
bility when David Letterman 
mocked the channel with his “Top 
10 List” on his program Monday, 
January 10. Some of the shows 
Letterman joked the channel airs 
included “Everybody loves Ray¬ 
mond ... especially Steve;” “CSI: 
San Francisco;” “Desperate 
Houseboys;” and “My wife and 
kids ... have no idea.” 

“Awareness is growing as we 
continue to be recognized as the 
gay network of choice by celebri¬ 
ties and the general public,” said 
Olsen. 

In San Francisco, access to the 
channel is limited. According to 
RCN’s Web site, the cable provider 
serves the city’s Noe Valley, Castro, 
Diamond Heights, Potrero Hill, 
and Mission districts as well as five 
Peninsula cities. It airs Q Televi¬ 
sion on digital channel 255. 

Producers of local gay cable pro¬ 
grams say they do not see the cable 
channel as direct competition. Tim 
Gaskin, producer and host of Out 
Spoken, which focuses on San Fran¬ 
cisco’s LGBT community and began 
airing on Comcast cable around the 
same time as Q Television’s debut, 
said it is just a coincidence. 

“They are just not related,” said 
Gaskin of the two launches. 
“Comcast will always put on gay 



Nick Oram, host of Q on the Move 


programming but they need a 
producer to bring them the con¬ 
tent. I developed it on my own 
and they happily agreed to air it.” 

Unlike the national channels, 
which are business ventures, 
Gaskin’s show is an all-volunteer 
produced endeavor. 

“Comcast is obligated to pro¬ 
vide community programming, 
so my program is community-ser¬ 
vice oriented,” he said. “It is not 
based on ratings or competition; 
it is based on commitment.” 

Since the show began airing, 
Gaskin said the community has 
begun to embrace it. At first, he 
had trouble convincing people it 
would not be exploitative. 

“It’s been hard to get the sup¬ 
port I need,” he said last month. 

Now that the show has aired 
several episodes, Gaskin said reac¬ 
tion has been positive. And he said 
he hopes to take the show weekly 
in February or March. 

“There is enough content to 
run the program weekly,” he said. 

Q Television is also set to ex¬ 
pand its programming this year, 
including Good Morning Gay 
America, which will air live, every 
weekday for two hours starting at 
9 a.m. EST (6 a.m. PST) in Febru¬ 
ary. The show will be hosted by 
two co-anchors with an addition¬ 
al 25 news correspondents locat¬ 
ed throughout the country con¬ 
tributing to the show. 

Its travelogue show Q on the 
Move, hosted by former daytime 
soap star Nick Oram, will be in 
San Francisco later this month to 
shoot two episodes about the local 
gay scene. Oram already taped 
segments on Los Angeles, Seattle, 
and Washington D.C. As host of 
one of the channel’s signature 


programs, Oram has also become 
a spokesman for Q Television. 

In a phone interview while 
shooting the D.C. program in De¬ 
cember, he said he opted to take a 
chance with the fledgling network 
in order to reach LGBT youth in 
cities and towns that are not as 
welcoming as San Francisco. 

“I want to reach that boy or girl 
in the Midwest or wherever who’s 
having gay thoughts or is closeted 
and doesn’t realize what it is like in 
the rest of the country and world 
and isn’t truly connected to the rest 
of the world,” said Oram, who had 
a recurring role in the NBC soap 
Passions in 2002. “I want them to 
know it is okay to be gay and that 
they don’t have to be identified 
with the drag queen walking down 
a Pride parade. You can be a func¬ 
tioning, young male adult living a 
fairly normal lifestyle.” 

The channel also airs other 
original shows, including Women 
on Women, a women’s talk show 
covering subjects of interest to all 
women - straight, bisexual, and 
lesbian - and In Foqus, a biweekly 
biography series featuring celebri¬ 
ties, gay icons, and gay topics. 

“As far as programming, we 
want to be different - and enter¬ 
taining. We want to be the gay 
Fox,” explained Olsen. 

In December, Chicago organiz¬ 
ers of Gay Games VII signed a 
contract with Q Television Net¬ 
work granting the new gay net¬ 
work television, radio, and Inter¬ 
net broadcast rights in a deal val¬ 
ued at more than $3.2 million. 
During the sports and cultural 
festival, set to take place July 15- 
22, 2006, Q Television will un¬ 
scramble its signal to give broad- 
based access to live and taped cov¬ 
erage of the ceremonies and 
sporting events. 

The deal - $1.7 million in cash 
plus more than $1.5 million in ad¬ 
vertising and programming bene¬ 
fits - is the largest-ever sponsor¬ 
ship of an LGBT event, said Gay 
Games organizers. 

“Our partnership with Q Tele¬ 
vision will ensure international 
visibility for the Gay Games 
movement throughout the next 
two years,” said Tracy Bairn, 
Chicago Games Inc. co-vice chair, 
in a statement announcing the 
deal. ▼ 


For more information on 
programming and subscriptions 
visit www.qtelevision.com. 
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AIDS activists 
chart next course 


by Bob Roehr 


he seeds of AIDS activism’s 
rebirth may have been sown 
during a meeting of about 
125 activists from around the 
country January 4-5 in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. 

What was originally billed as a 
planning session for a May march 
on Washington morphed into 
something that is broader and 
more expansive. 



Michael Kink 


“The larger goal is to revitalize 
and reenergize the AIDS activist 
movement across the country,” 
said Michael Kink, with Housing 
Works in New York, one of the 
principal organizers of the meet¬ 
ing. 

AIDS activism arose in the 
depths of the crisis in the mid- 
1980s and helped to push numer¬ 
ous changes such as shortening 
the drug approval process at the 
Food and Drug Administration; 
making the research process more 
open and accountable to commu¬ 
nity concerns; and dramatically 
increasing funding for AIDS ser¬ 
vices. 

The introduction of new anti- 
HIV drugs, beginning with pro¬ 
tease inhibitors in the mid-1990s, 
had a major medical impact on 
the disease and stimulated a mas¬ 
sive increase in federal funding to 
assure access to the drugs. 

But those very successes also 


allowed a sense of domestic com¬ 
placency to develop, while the 
continued horrors of AIDS in the 
developing world drew attention 
overseas. 

Domestically, the number of 
Americans living with HIV con¬ 
tinues to grow, as do their needs 
for expensive services. That more 
Americans living with HIV are 
alive, healthy, and productive than 
at any time in the past testifies to 
the success of those programs. But 
private donations to AIDS groups 
have declined and government 
funding has not keep pace with 
the steadily increasing caseload. 

AIDS advocates see 2005 as a 
crucial year because of reautho¬ 
rization of the Ryan White CARE 
Act that funds a large portion of 
AIDS services, and an escalating 
crisis with underfunding of the 
AIDS Drug Assistance Program. 

There also is a serious threat to 
Medicaid, which provides anoth¬ 
er large portion of AIDS care na¬ 
tionally. Possible Social Security 
and welfare reform also could 
have an impact. 

“I think the fact that the Re¬ 
publicans won again in November 
crystallized the fact that we’ve got 
to do something new and differ¬ 
ent,” said longtime Los Angeles 
AIDS activist Walt Senterfit. 

“The political environment has 
changed in Washington,” ex¬ 
plained Paul Feldman. Tax cuts 
and demands for the war in Iraq 
have made it increasingly difficult 
to get increased funding for any 
social program. “We have to de¬ 
mand of our friends that they 
make AIDS a priority,” he said. 

Feldman, with the National 
Association of People With AIDS, 
an organizer of the meeting, called 
it “historic ... an amazing diverse 
group of people from all over the 
country.” It was a sentiment ex¬ 
pressed by most of those who at¬ 
tended. 

Colm Hegarty is with the Ten¬ 
derloin AIDS Resource Center, a 
smaller AIDS services organiza¬ 
tion in San Francisco. The epicen¬ 
ter of new infections in that city is 
among drug users. He came to the 
Washington meeting because “we 
felt that we needed to be at the 
table and those perspectives need- 
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Kevin H. Avila, MFT 
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NAPWA's Paul Feldman 

ed to be represented.” 

Hegarty heard “a lot of heated 
discussion,” particularly around 
“reframing the arguments” in try¬ 
ing to seize the moral high ground 
in public discussions. He argues 
that AIDS “is a moral issue as well 
as a medical issue.” The public dis¬ 
course must be shifted from the 
“immorality” of drug use and out-. 
of-wedlock sex to the morality of 
caring for people, he said. 

That is one of the reasons why 
AIDSWatch is considering adding 
a faith-based session as part of its 
May lobbying activities. 

Senterfit spoke with many peo¬ 
ple prior to coming to the meet¬ 
ing and found, “Not a lot of peo- 
page 17 ► 
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Lutherans 

◄ page 1 

Johnson took place January 20, 
1990 at the former St. Paulus 
Church at Gough and Eddy 
streets. The church later burned 
down in a November 1995 fire. 

Partners Zillhart and Frost 
graduated from Luther Seminary 
in St. Paul, Minnesota. Johnson 
graduated from Berkeley’s Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
one of the nine schools in the 
Graduate Theological Union. 

Following the ordinations, the 
St. Francis and First United 
churches were put on trial that 
summer and suspended from 
ELCA for five years until either 
the two churches or Lutheran ad¬ 
ministrators changed course. 
When that did not happen, ELCA 
expelled them both. 

An expelled church is auto¬ 
matically dropped from the con¬ 
gregation registry in the 5 mil- 
lion-member, 11,000 church 
ELCA headquartered in Chicago. 

Zillhart and Frost are still pas¬ 
tors at St. Francis while Johnson 
has led Berkeley’s University 
Lutheran Chapel since 1999. In 
April 2000, the Northern Califor¬ 
nia bishop delivered Johnson’s 


church an admonition, a censure 
for ecclesiastical disobedience. 

A task force will release find¬ 
ings today (Thursday, January 
13), of a four-year study conduct¬ 
ed throughout ELCA concerning 
ordination of non-celibate LGBT 
clergy and the blessing of same- 
sex unions. The ELCA national 
body will consider the task force’s 
recommendations at a conven¬ 
tion in Florida in August. 

“It’s hard to be hopeful,” said 
Egertson, citing the national 
church council’s resolution stipu¬ 
lating that any change in policy 
requires two-thirds approval. 

Both Zillhart and Egertson 
called the study - one of several 
in recent Lutheran history, and 
which they have not endorsed - 
an overly-cautious, handy deflec¬ 
tor by the church that fears a pos¬ 
itive outcome, to avoid action and 
risk splitting the wider church. 

LLGM requested panel repre¬ 
sentation from someone who de¬ 
clined the celibacy vow, but the 
task force refused. The panel in¬ 
cludes a gay man who accepted 
the celibacy vow. 

As soon as LLGM started defy¬ 
ing church policy Egertson said, 
the church formed one task force, 
then disbanded it. In 2001 an In¬ 
dianapolis national assembly de- 
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bated a Twin Cities lesbian pastor, 
deciding to table voting on the 
issue. 

“No, let’s study it,” Egertson 
said, mocking the church mem¬ 
bers’ attitude. 

“For LGBT people if feels like 
you get put off. It keeps it on this 
treadmill,” said Zillhart. “As more 
congregations live with enough 
dissonance, the church might as 
well redraw the boundaries.” 

A big hurdle, she said, is that 
there are more LGBT seminary 
graduates than congregations to 
call them. 

Zillhart believes LGBT people 
choose a course of religious edu¬ 
cation because people who face 
challenges and rejection have an 
interest in seeing the spiritual side 
of things and advocating for jus¬ 
tice. Many also see the opportuni¬ 
ty of service, creating solidarity 
and a spiritual community. 

“I have to believe it isn’t just 
people who love to suffer,” said 
Zillhart, laughing. “I really want 
to believe God calls people to 
ministry who are different more 
often. God is recognized when 
you fit in less.” 

“Personally I think churches 
and the military are the frontlines 
of our fight,” said Egertson. “The 
secular press has paid a little more 
attention.” 

Of the LGBT community he 
said, “A lot of people think it’s to¬ 
tally irrelevant. It’s happening 
below the radar screen.” 

“The radical right has co¬ 
opted [the words] ‘religion’ and 
‘Christian’ in a very negative way,” 
said Egertson. “Within the church 
there is a real conflict between 
fundamentalism and the more 
progressive movement.” 

Zillhart believes the role of 
LGBT religious people in refram¬ 
ing the country’s “moral back¬ 
lash” is as an advantageous wedge 
for social change and mutual re¬ 
spect. 

“I think we’re on the cutting 
edge of that,” she said. “What 
we’re dealing with is authentic 
humanity. We get to the heart of 
sexist assumptions. It’s about 
being real, not hiding, affirming 
life at the basic level, rather than 
just playing roles.” 

To do otherwise, she said, 
“gives you a peace that has no 
peace, a white-washed building 
that you don’t leave, with no 
meaning, just a facade.” ▼ 


Events marking the LLGM 
anniversary take place at St. 
Francis Lutheran Church at 152 
Church Street on Saturday, 
starting at 10 a.m. They include 
an archive display, a film, a $6 
buffet brunch at noon followed 
by a panel discussion on events 
leading up to the 1990 
ordinations, development of the 
Extraordinary Candidacy 
Project, LLGM’s development 
into a national mission society, 
how to call a candidate from the 
ECP roster, and a celebratory 
service at 3:30 p.m. 

The gala banquet starts with 
a no-host cocktail reception at 
5:45 p.m. followed by dinner at 
7 p.m. at the Cathedral Hill 
Hotel, 1101 Van Ness Avenue, 
at Geary Boulevard. Tickets are 
$125 and can be reserved by 
calling St. Francis Lutheran 
Church at (415) 621-2635. 

The Reverend David Kalke, 
the San Bernardino pastor who 
hired Mason, will also receive a 
Voice of Distinction Award 
Saturday. Other honorees 
include Marybelle Smith, a 
founder of the San Francisco 
chapter of Parents, Families, 
and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays, and longtime LLGM board 
member Joe McMahon. 
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Oakland 

◄ page 1 

construction of the city’s Splash- 
pad Park and in 2002, he drafted 
Measure DD and led the cam¬ 
paign to pass the $200 million 
bond measure to fund improve¬ 
ments and access to Lake Merritt 
and nine miles of waterfront. 

He also helped see to passage 
an equal-access ordinance to re¬ 
quire providing information on- 
basic city services in multi-lan¬ 
guages and an equal benefits ordi¬ 
nance requiring city contractors 
to provide domestic partnership 
benefits to employees. 

Pointing to Oakland having 
the second largest concentration 
of LGBT residents of any city in 
the state and a large lesbian popu¬ 
lation, Wan pushed to see the for¬ 
mation of a gay business district 
in the city and created a LGBT 
roundtable, bringing community 
leaders to the same table to tackle 
issues. 

During a brief interview in his 
City Hall office, Wan said that for 
the last two years the stresses of 
his personal life “have been on my 
mind” and deciding to leave has 
been a difficult process. But he 
said he feels he is leaving behind a 
foundation on which Oakland’s 
LGBT community can build. 

“I hope people don’t see my 
departure as the end of the con¬ 
versation,” he said. “For the first 
time various parts of the commu¬ 
nity have gotten together and 
looked at our issues.” 

His leaving the council 
stunned many in the community, 
but supporters said Wan had been 
talking about stepping down for 
the last three months. While they 
wish him well, they contend his 
departure is a loss for both the 
LGBT community and the city of 
Oakland. 

“It’s a great loss. He was a great 
public leader. I wrote him a note 
that said come back soon, when 
he can,” said state Senate President 
Pro Tern Don Perata (D-Oak- 
land), a close friend of Wan’s who 
recruited him for the EBMUD 
board and backed his moving into 
higher office. “I was so impressed, 
we twisted his arm to run for city 
council.” 

Openly gay Berkeley City 
Council member Kriss Worthing¬ 
ton said while colleagues knew 
Wan was mulling over leaving, his 
departure mid-term came as a 
surprise to many people in the 
East Bay LGBT community. 

“A lot of people were thinking 
he would not run for re-election 
and were not thinking he would 
actually, seriously quit,” said Wor¬ 
thington. “It’s potentially good for 
him if it opens a way for him to 
run for city attorney.” 

AC Transit board member Re¬ 
becca Kaplan, an out lesbian who 
ran unsuccessfully for the City 
Council’s at-large seat in 2000, 
said some people are upset with 
Wan’s decision while others see it 
as an interesting moment in the 
maturation of the city’s LGBT 
community. 

“Danny was selected by some 
people but now the LGBT com¬ 
munity has matured and is ready 
to pick its own leaders,” said Ka¬ 
plan. “I think some people are 
upset with Danny but it’s more 
about inconvenience than any 
deep feelings that this is wrong. It 
is more like ‘Oh God, we have to 
go through another election.’ 

“No matter how anybody feels 
about going through another elec¬ 
tion, let’s turn lemons into lemon 
meringue pie,” she added. 

As chair of the political action 
committee of the East Bay Les¬ 
bian/Gay Democratic Club, Wor¬ 
thington is holding a meeting on 
January 29 to discuss potential 


candidates to replace Wan on the 
council. Under city rules, an elec¬ 
tion to fill a vacancy must be held 
within 120 days of the resignation. 

While the dates have yet to be 
finalized by the council, city offi¬ 
cials suggested last week that can¬ 
didates would have until February 
18 to file paperwork and the elec¬ 
tion could take place May 17, 
though a sooner date is possible. 

Candidates 

Wan’s open seat in District 2 
already has several candidates 
vying to become the next repre¬ 
sentative of parts of Oakland’s 
Lake Merritt, Grand Lake, and 
Chinatown neighborhoods. The 
district is known as one of the Bay 
Area’s most diverse and many 
LGBT people call it home. 

Out lesbian Peggy Moore, 41, 
an outreach specialist with Laven¬ 
der Seniors East Bay and the 
founder of Sistahs Steppin’ in 
Pride, has thrown her name into 
the race. Originally from Okla¬ 
homa City, Moore moved to San 
Francisco 10 years ago and eight 
years ago settled in Oakland. She 
credited Wan with being able to 
represent all the various commu¬ 
nities that reside in his district. 

“I was shocked he was leaving, 
surprised because he is a major 
ally for us. We had seen such 



Candidate Peggy Moore 


major accomplishments this past 
year in the East Bay,” said Moore. 
“He was instrumental in bringing 
a lot of leaders together in the East 
Bay gay community. We needed 
him but I understand his reason¬ 
ing for leaving; he has to take care 
of his family.” 

Moore has already lined up the 
support of Kaplan, who said she 
has been impressed with Moore’s 
achievements as a volunteer and 
founder of Out in Oakland and 
the city’s dyke march. 

“I have been impressed by her 
ability to bring people together 


and inspire people to get involved. 
Imagine what she could do if she 
had City Hall and a staff behind 
her,” said Kaplan. 

Another possible candidate is 
openly gay Michael Colbruno, 44, 
a former aide to both former San 
Francisco Mayor Willie Brown 
and former Assemblywoman and 
current state Senator Carole 
Migden (D-San Francisco), who 
currently is vice president for gov¬ 
ernmental affairs at Clear Chan¬ 
nel Outdoor. As of press time, 
Colbruno said he was 90 percent 
certain he would run for the seat. 

“I have seen in general our 
agenda does not move forward 
without our people in place,” said 
Colbruno as to why he wants to 
run. “Danny is the only person 
from our community on that city 
council. It is important to have a 
voice there. I don’t see any other 
credible candidates from our 
community who can put them¬ 
selves out there and run a success¬ 
ful campaign.” 

On Monday, Colbruno said he 
wanted to talk to more people 
about his candidacy, including 
Moore. He reasoned it would be 
better to have only one gay candi¬ 
date in the race than two LGBT 
people who would split the gay 
vote. 

“If we can concentrate the 


LGBT vote it may be enough to 
win that seat. I am not going to be 
selfish about it.” 

Openly gay Daryl Carey has 
also been approached about run¬ 
ning for the seat. Carey previous¬ 
ly worked as a council member’s 
staff person eight years ago and 
currently runs get out the vote op¬ 
erations for the state Democratic 
Party. 

Whoever from the LGBT com¬ 
munity does decide to enter the 
race, they will be up against two 
formidable straight candidates, 
Wan’s chief of staff Pat Kernighan, 
who has lived in the Grand Lake 
area of Oakland with her husband 
and daughters since 1983; and 
Pamela Drake, a District 2 resident 
for 20 years, in both the San Anto¬ 
nio and the Lakeshore areas, arid 
an Oakland resident since 1973. 

Having worked in City Hall for 
a number of years, Kernighan is 
seen as having an edge in the race 
and has Wan’s endorsement, ac¬ 
cording to an e-mail he sent out to 
EBL/GDC members last week. But 
Kaplan said it is anyone’s to win. 

“The fact Danny’s chief of staff 
appears to be anointed here is not 
so. The council insiders can’t re¬ 
place the council person, that was 
changed,” she said. “Voters in the 
district get to pick their council 
person. ▼ 
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LGBT Film Festival 
privacy of your own home. 


Although -New Year's resolutions are passe, 
taking care of yourself never is. While personal 
trainers are pricey, this workshop will deliver 
the new you at a fraction of the cost (read 
FREE). The focus of this 6-week event will be 
your own "Go For It" plan that you'll set up and 
carry out throughout the course of the 
workshop with the support and help of the 
instructor and the group. We'll focus on the 
actual steps involved - how to set realistic 
goals, take action, identify and build support, 
and overcome setbacks. Basic information 
about weight loss, nutrition, and stress 
management will be provided. 


• Mondays January 24,31, February 1 , 21,28 - 7:00-9:00pm 
Facilitated by Patrick Barresi, MPH, 
lien's health instructor. 
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‘New’ STD spreading 


causing your genitals to swell up. 

In the anus, there may be nar¬ 
rowing in and around your anus. 
You may develop hemorrhoid-like 
bumps that are filled with lym¬ 
phatic fluid instead of blood. 
These will need to be drained by a 
doctor. 

HIV and hepatitis C 

If you are HIV-negative, LGV 
can cause sores that can increase 
your risk of contracting HIV and 
other STDs. If you are HlV-posi- 
tive, your immune system is al¬ 
ready weakened, making you 
more susceptible to LGV to begin 
with. 

LGV can make it easier to con¬ 
tract hepatitis C. This type of he¬ 
patitis becomes chronic in 80 per¬ 
cent of all infections, often leading 
to cirrhosis and liver failure if un¬ 
treated. There is a treatment for 
hepatitis C (alpha interferon) but 
it is not always successful and 
there is no vaccine. 

Normally hepatitis C is trans¬ 
mitted when needles are shared 
during intravenous drug use, but 
it can also be transmitted during 
sex when there is blood-blood 
contact, which is a lot more likely 
to happen among people infected 
with LGV. 

Testing 

Early detection and treatment 
of LGV can prevent lasting dam¬ 
age to your health. 

Go and get tested for chlamy¬ 
dia. If you test negative for 
chlamydia you do not have LGV. 
If you test positive for chlamydia 
and you have symptoms that 
might indicate LGV or if you had 
a sex partner who has LGV, you 
will need to be tested specifically 
for LGV. 

Treatment 

Unlike “standard” chlamydia, 
LGV cannot be treated with a sim¬ 
ple dose of antibiotic treatment. 

Recommended regimen: 
Doxycycline 100 mg orally twice a 
day for 21 days. 

Alternative regimen: Ery¬ 
thromycin base 500 mg orally four 
times a day for 21 days. 

You cannot develop immunity 
to LGV, which means that you can 
always contract it again. That is 
another reason why it is impor¬ 
tant that your sex partners are 
told, and get tested as well. Other¬ 
wise, you may re-infect yourself 
next page ► 


among gay men 


have been engaging in unprotect¬ 
ed anal intercourse and unpro¬ 
tected fisting. 

What is LGV? 

LGV is caused by a specific va¬ 
riety of the chlamydia bacteria. 

During the first phase (three to 
12 days after infection), there is 
often a small blister or sore where 
you were infected through con¬ 
tact. This sore may be on your 
penis, your anus, or in your 
throat. This is usually 
painless and may go un¬ 
noticed. You might also 
develop urethritis, which 
makes it painful to urinate. So 
far, these symptoms sound 
pretty familiar and you may 
easily mistake 
LGV for gonor¬ 
rhea. 

Or, at this 
stage, you might not even notice it 
at all. The more obvious symp¬ 
toms show up later. It is also pos¬ 
sible that you will never develop 
any symptoms. Look for rashes, 
ulcers, and blisters. This is how 
LGV is spread, though it may also 
be passed to others when no 
symptoms halve (yet) developed. 

In the second phase (after 10 to 
30 days, and sometimes longer), 
inflamed and swollen lymph 
glands can follow. You will begin 
to feel generally ill and you might 
have a fever. 

The other symptoms depend 
on where the bacteria entered 
your body. 

If you were infected at the 
penis, along with urethritis you 
may have painfully swollen lymph 
nodes in the groin area. Your 
lymph glands may swell and ulti¬ 
mately break through your skin in 
order to drain pus. In 60 percent of 
the cases, this only affects one side. 

If you were infected anally, 
LGV can create painful ulcers and 
an inflamed rectum. The inflam¬ 
mation (proctitis) is accompanied 
by a fever and you will feel ill. In 
the beginning, your anus will itch 
and discharge a slimy substance. 
Later, ulcers, abscesses, and nar¬ 
rowing may develop in the anal 
passage. There is also a discharge 
of blood or pus from your anus, 
pain during defecation, and con¬ 
stipation. 

If left untreated, the symptoms 
can become more severe. 

On the penis, scar tissue result¬ 
ing from the inflammation can 
block the flow from lymph nodes, 


by Aaron J. Cohen 


; ust when you thought the 
sexual arena was filled with 
all the challenges you could 
take, there’s a new sexually trans¬ 
mitted disease that has arrived in 
San Francisco. As the Bay Area Re¬ 
porter reported last month, the 
Department of Public Health an¬ 
nounced that four cases of lym¬ 
phogranuloma venereum have 
been detected in gay men over 
the last several months. 

LGV is a rare form of 
chlamydia. 

Actually, this STD is 
not new, but until recently 
this particular infection 
was usually 
only found in 
tropical regions 
and was very 
rare elsewhere. However, all it 
takes is one or two men with fre¬ 
quent flyer miles to change that. 

Last year there was an outbreak 
of LGV reported among sexually 
active gay men in Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam. Cases have now been 
reported in Houston and Atlanta, 
in addition to San Francisco. 

If left untreated, this infection 
can lead to severe rectal inflam¬ 
mation (proctitis), among other 
things. So far, it’s been reported 
that the majority of the gay men 
with LGV are HIV-positive with 
numerous sexual partners, who 
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AIDS activists 

◄ page 13 

pie were excited about yet anoth¬ 
er march on Washington where a 
whole lot of money and energy is 
dedicated to something that is a 
big poof on one day, and every¬ 
thing rides on whether or not it 
gets any press. Often that is not 
proportionate to the effort.” 

Kink acknowledged some con¬ 
tentious discussions at the meet¬ 
ing but said, “The conflict was 
people who really wanted to work 
with one another and get their is¬ 
sues heard.” They were looking for 
ways to make that happen. 

To Senterfit, “The intent is to 
not only reinvigorate activism at 
the grassroots but to spread the 
movement into places across the 
country that are politically as well 
as epidemiologically important - 
those red states,” and to revitalize 
local media coverage of 
HIV/AIDS. 


Through an extended discus¬ 
sion process the group came to 
understand that while closer East 
Coast communities might be able 
to master the logistics of a May 
event in Washington, it would be 
more difficult for organizations 
from distant locations. “Building 
coalitions with national organiza¬ 
tions such as the AARP takes 
time,” said Hegarty, referring to 
the American Association of Re¬ 
tired Persons. 

What emerged from the meet¬ 
ing is “an increased mobilization 
for AIDSWatch, May 2-4,” Feld¬ 
man said. Organizers hope to in¬ 
crease participation to 2,000, add 
another day to the program, and 
refocus training away from the 
process of how to lobby, to a deep¬ 
er understanding of the issues 
themselves. 

Organizers also hope to add 
skills-building sessions around 
community organizing, in part to 
mobilize for the larger caravan or 
march that is to culminate in 


Washington, D.C. over the Colum¬ 
bus Day weekend, October 8-12. 

Feldman believes the idea of 
caravans from various parts of the 
country converging on the Capi¬ 
tol over that weekend will succeed 
in creating greater public aware¬ 
ness of domestic AIDS needs. 
Crucial to this success is properly 
training the participants to better 
communicate their stories to re¬ 
porters. “Why, in the midst of 
being sick, of being poor, they are 
using their energy to get them¬ 
selves to D.C. -1 think that is real¬ 
ly, really powerful,” he said. 

The meeting participants ac¬ 
knowledged a variety of perspec¬ 
tives and tactics within the AIDS 
community. And even while air¬ 
ing their grievances, they chose to 
focus on what unites rather than 
what divides them. ▼ 


To join the listserv on 
reinvigorating AIDS activism, 
visit: http://groups.yahoo. 


To Your Health 

*4 previous page 

from a partner that you had pre¬ 
viously infected. This may mean 
notifying every person you’ve had 
sex with in the past 30 days. 

Preventing LGV 

There are steps people can take 
to prevent LGV: 

Use a condom and water-based 
lube for anal sex. 

Always use latex gloves for fist¬ 
ing. If you fist more than one 
partner a night, change gloves 
each time. 

Only use “toys” that have not 
been used by or for someone else. 
Since oral sex also carries a 


risk, you might consider using a 
condom if you have oral sex. 

Carefully washing after engag¬ 
ing in sexual activity may reduce 
the risk of infection. 

Bottom line 

For all of you out there who had 
given up on condoms because you 
were unafraid of the risks, you may 
want to think again. You now have 
one more particularly nasty reason 
to make sure that you play safe. 

A note to readers 

In writing this regular health 
column for the B.A.R., it is my in¬ 
tention to provide the communi¬ 
ty with useful, understandable in¬ 
formation that promotes good 
health and well-being. Please send 


any suggestions to me at: 
HealthUpdate@comcast. 

This column is not intended to 
treat or diagnose any conditions. 
It is meant solely to provide infor¬ 
mation on topics of interest to the 
community. Please address any 
questions you might have regard¬ 
ing your own condition(s) or 
treatment(s) to your physician or 
other health care practitioner. ▼ 


Aaron J. Cohen holds a master’s 
degree of public health in 
community health education and 
is a certified health education 
specialist. Previous columns can 
be viewed in their entirety on 
the Web at www.healthupdate. 
blogspot.com. 


Henry Kersh 
Dancer/ Artist/ Healer 

Henry passed away on Christmas morning in San 
Francisco at age 79. He was surrounded by love 
and friends. Friends and colleagues came from 
Arizona, New York, and all over to say goodbye. 

He is survived by a brother, and family in Oregon, 
and a sister, and family in Utah. 

Henry was a man of enormous talents. He danced 
ballet in Southern California, Europe, and joined 
the San Francisco Ballet in 1963. He was famous 
for his roles as The Father in “Beauty and the 
Beast", and Dr. Drosselmeyer in “The Nutcracker”. 
Archived videos exist of his many performances. 
Henry also choreographed “Sleeping Beauty” 
for Ballet 64. 

For his 70th birthday, he treated his friends 
and the public to a staged dance of the 
“Dying Swan” from “Carnival of the Animals”, 
and may have been the only male dancer to have 
done so. He also designed and made costumes for 
the SF Ballet and other companies. 



Following his ballet career, Henry worked as a dresser for the San Francisco Opera for many years. 
His last job was dressing “Phantom of the Opera”. Henry was also a prolific painter, often modeling 
his friends as characters in lavish, gold-leafed, be-jeweled originals and copies of religious icons. In 
the past, often one monk did the gold, another the lettering, another the faces- Henry did it all. He 
also restored antique furniture, and was a master of calligraphy. 


Henry studied his healing art with the master Dr. D.J. Bussell, and may have begun as early as the 
1950’s. He believed that the energies of an artist and healer are the same. He spent a lifetime 
learning how to contact that creative energy easily, and directing or channeling it to his desired 
conclusion. Many of us can attest to the effectiveness of Henry’s healing meditations. 


Henry was a generous man, known as the “Candy Man” at the theatres, and in the Castro, reminding 
everyone to take their butch pills. He came to his clients at their times of need through all kinds of 
weather and conditions, at all times of day. He passed away at Coming Home Hospice, where he 
received the fruits of his generosity from a caring and compassionate staff. In his last days, a 
sweetness and a calm emerged that I shall never forget. 


Michael 


John Alexander Michaelson 


A sharp wit, 
passion for educa¬ 
tion and wide- 
ranging intellect 
marked the life of 
John. He passed 
away 12/25 at his 
home in the Mis¬ 
sion District. 

John was born 
March 12,1952 in 
Seattle, WA. His family moved to San 
Francisco in 1962; during high school a 
trip to Mexico led to an affinity for Latin 
cultures and languages. 

He was a graduate of Piner HS in 
Santa Rosa, San Francisco State Univer¬ 
sity and Stanford University, where he 
obtained a Masters in Education. He 
served in teaching and as a principal in 
the SF Unified School District for almost 
30 years. 

John is survived by his loving par¬ 
ents, John H. and Patricia Michaelson of 
Seatde, loving sisters Nancy (Celms) of 
Bothell, WA, Barbara (Barclay) of Both¬ 
ell and Susan (Rincon) of Lake Stevens, 
WA; loving brothers Thomas and James, 
both of Sacramento, and Robert of Seat¬ 
tle, as well as ten nieces and nephews. 

He will be greatly missed. 

A memorial will be held January 
15th, 2005,11 a.m. at the Green Room 
of the War Memorial Building near 
Civic Center. In lieu of flowers, remem¬ 
brances may be made to Marina Middle 
School Outdoor Ed Program and Mar¬ 
tin de Porres Kitchen. 

Marco D. Puliz 

Jan. 19,1963 - Dec. 25, 2004 


Marco passed 
away from a cancer¬ 
ous brain tumor on 
Christmas morning 
in his mother’s 
home in Sacramen¬ 
to, California. Prior 
to moving to 
Miami in 1999, 
Marco lived and 
loved in San Fran¬ 
cisco for many wonderful years. He was 
a loving, generous and successful man 
who lived a life of hope and courage. 
Marco greeted each day with enthusiasm 


and warmth. He is missed dearly by the 
legion of friends and family across the 
country that was drawn to his magnetic 
personality. 

Friends are invited to gather in 
Miami and San Francisco to celebrate 
the Life of Marco Puliz. 

Miami: Saturday, January 15,3:00 
p.m., at Unity on the Bay Church, 411 
NE 21st St. Reception at Marco’s house 
to follow at 5:00 p.m., at 726 NE 72nd 
Terrace, Miami, FL 33138. 

San Francisco: Saturday, February 
19,3:00 p.m., at St. Gregory’s Church, 
500 De Haro St. (at Mariposa). Recep¬ 
tion to follow immediately after the ser¬ 
vice at St. Gregory’s. 

The Puliz family will honor Marco 
in a private ceremony to be held in 
Sacramento, California, on his birthday, 
January 19, 2005. 

Marco’s family is very grateful for 
the outpouring of love and concern for 
Marco. In lieu of sending flowers, the 
family asks that all remembrances be 
sent to the Make-A-Wish Foundation in 
Marco’s name. 

Cards or letters of sympathy are ap¬ 
propriate and warmly received. To visit 
the guest book online, go to: www.her- 
ald.com/obituaries 


Garrett memorial Sat. 

Friends will gather Saturday, 
January 15 to remember famed DJ 
Michael Garrett, who died in his 
sleep December 10. He was 52. 

Mr. Garrett, who grew up out¬ 
side Austin, Texas, came to San 
Francisco around 1976. Garrett 
achieved fame playing at the I- 
Beam, Trocadero, Galleria, and 
Giftcenter parties. During the 
height of the AIDS epidemic in the 
1980s, Mr. Garrett’s Sunday tea 
dances were the only dance parties 
in town. 

Steve Fabus, a longtime friend, 
said Saturday’s memorial would be 
“a comfortable gathering to share 
our memories of Michael’s spirit. 
Music will be vintage Michael Gar¬ 
rett I-Beam tea dance sets and 
memorabilia is welcomed.” 

The memorial takes place at 
Moby Dick, 4089 18th Street in the 
Castro, beginning at 2 p.m. 
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The wave 


by Jim Provenzano 

I t’s been over two 
weeks, but it’s still 
difficult to compre¬ 
hend the enormity of 
the tsunami disaster in 
Southeast Asia. Even 
with friends having re¬ 
turned, and people in 
the Bay Area sharing 
some connection to sur¬ 
vivors and victims, 
many I’ve talked with 
have already tried to ig¬ 
nore it all. 

More than 140,000 
people in Southeast Asia 
have died, yet some cor¬ 
porate media seem 
more concerned with 
the famous few, to the 
point of idiocy. 

Still, if knowing that 
Sandra Bullock gave $1 
million inspires others 
to do more, or if it takes 
an Oprah special all 
about Nate Berkus to re- 
mind her viewers to do- 
nate, so be it. I just found 
the media’s inning, then 
gradual outing of Berkus’s 
partner a tad irksome amid 
more pressing issues. 

Why not acknowl¬ 
edge the LGBT per¬ 
spective, though? 

Thailand’s destruction 
made an impact on 
gay tourists and resi¬ 
dents. The December 26 tsunami 
killed 36 members of the Sri 


Upcoming events 



Sumatran aid volunteers fill buckets with supplies. 



Lankan gay organi¬ 
zation Companions 
on a Journey. An¬ 
other 12 remain missing. 
And those were gay re¬ 
sorts being destroyed as well. 
One particularly frightening 
home video, posted on¬ 
line, showed the com¬ 
plete flooding of an 
open-air beachside 
gay resort in Phuket, 
Thailand, with two 
men in swim trunks huddling to¬ 
gether before getting washed 


away. Why did CNN show the 
same footage, with the men edit¬ 
ed out? 

Why dwell on such aspects? 
Because even now, the entire re¬ 
gion is being politicized, divided 
up as potential military lily pads 
and future corporate investment 
opportunities by such dubious 
conglomerates as Halliburton. 
The Red Cross still denies gay 
people the ability to donate 
blood. LGBT people with missing 
partners are no doubt suffering 
additional problems of getting 
help. 

Fortunately, most folks in Asia 
and here in San Francisco simply 
want to help. A few local groups 
are joining the relief effort, and 
the global sports community’s 
helping out, too. BART stations 
are taking donations, which will 
go toward sending millions of 
gallons of fresh water to sur¬ 
vivors. 

Team San Francisco is joining 
the efforts with a fundraiser that 
will raise money for the Rainbow 
World Fund (www.rainbow- 
fund.org/). RWF directs dona¬ 
tions to its partner agency CARE, 
which already has active pro¬ 
grams in many of the countries 
affected. The event will be held at 
Terra, 511 Harrison Street at First 
Street, from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m., on 
Saturday, February 5. 

If you’re interested in helping 
with the event, please contact 
Team San Francisco at 
info@teamsf.org. 

“Everyone participating is do¬ 



by Jim Provenzano 


Fog rugby training season starts 

Those rough and tumble gentlemen of the San Francisco Fog 
rugby team are under way with their winter/spring season of train¬ 
ing, practices, and games. Look for the feature here next week. Until 
then, visit www.sffog.org for locations, dates, and info. 

Women’s self-defense 

Take a women’s self-defense and “street smarts” seminar at Stu¬ 
dio Naga Indonesian Martial Arts, 5850 San Pablo Avenue, Oakland. 
Two sessions are planned for Sunday, January 21 and Sunday, Feb¬ 
ruary 13 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The classes will be taught by the staff 
of Studio Naga, under the direction of Louise Rafkin, who has 20 
years of self-defense experience. Rafkin is the author of Street Smarts: 
A Womans Guide to Personal Safety. 

The class will focus on the three A’s: awareness, assessment, and 
action. Non-verbal and verbal strategies will be emphasized - stud¬ 
ies show that 85 percent of all self-defense situations can be averted 
without physical confrontation. All ages and abilities can be em¬ 
powered by this course, from 13 years and up. 

Classes cost $75 pre-paid (which includes a free T-shirt), $95 on 
day of class; or $130 for two people. Register via phone or down¬ 
load the registration form from www.studionaga.com. For more in¬ 
formation, call (510) 652-NAGA (6242) or e-mail: 
studionaga@yahoo.com. 

Gay Games to have sign language 

Chicago-based Deaf Communication by Innovation, a gay- 
owned and deaf-owned company, will coordinate international sign 
language interpreters for the 2006 Gay Games in Chicago. In a spon¬ 
sorship agreement valued at almost $90,000, DCI will oversee day¬ 
time and evening sign language interpretation for deaf and hard-of- 
hearing athletes, artists, and fans attending the Gay Games VII 
Sports and Cultural Festival. 

DCI representatives will also attend the Rainbow Alliance of the 
Deaf, an international deaf LGBT conference and the Registry of In¬ 
terpreters for the Deaf, a national conference for sign language in¬ 
terpreters, on behalf of Gay Games Chicago. DCI will sponsor var¬ 
ious social events for the deaf and hard-of-hearing community dur¬ 
ing the Gay Games. For more information about DCI, visit 
www.deafcom m. net. 

Gay Games VII Sports and Cultural Festival will take place July 
15-22 2006. Over 12,000 athletes from more than 100 countries will 
compete in 30 sports. The opening ceremony is scheduled for July 15 
at Soldier Field, the lakefront home stadium of American-style foot¬ 
ball’s Chicago Bears. The closing ceremony will be July 22 at Wrigley 
Field, the home of Major League Baseball’s Chicago Cubs, located in 
the heart of Chicago’s largest LGBT neighborhood. Registration for 
Gay Games VII is now open at www.GayGamesChicago.org. 

For information about how to sponsor or participate in Gay 
Games visit www.GayGamesChicago.org, e-mail info@GayGames 
Chicago.org, or call (773) 907-2006. ▼ 


nating their time and abilities,” 
said Team SF’s Ross Hayduk in his 
announcement. “From entertain¬ 
ment to security, the goal is to 
have all goods and services donat¬ 
ed so the most money possible 
can go to disaster relief.” 

Surfers and environmentalists 
in Bali, who have an already-ex¬ 
isting aid group called Indonesia 
Development of Education and 
Permaculture (IDEP, created after 
the 2002 Bali bombings), have or¬ 
ganized bucket brigades - plastic 
tubs filled with basic supplies, for 
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villagers in Sumatra. 

IDEP’s Susi Johnston, director 
of communications and acting 
emergency director of operations 
for Aceh Aid in Indonesia, is 
working with the grassroots 
group in Bali to continue bring¬ 
ing aid for immediate needs, but 
also long-term environmental, 
waste management, and cultural 
preservation efforts. Surf organi¬ 
zations such as SurfAID, as well as 
the efforts of others like RipCurl, 
Billabong, the Surfrider Founda¬ 
tion, and more are also helping 
IDEP. 

You can donate via PayPal by 
visiting acehaid@tides.org. 

IDEP also takes major credit 
cards via its Web site: www.idep- 
foundation.org/aceh_aid.html. 
Donations will go directly to on- 
the-ground efforts. 

Johnston is also seeking surfers 
and other experienced adventure 
travelers who are familiar with 
travel in Indonesia or other parts 
of the third world. 

For more information, visit 
www.idepfoundation.org. 

Johnston is the cousin of Anne 
Moellering, whose NorCal 
Women’s Surf Club was featured 
in this space a few weeks ago. 
NCWSF is planning another ben¬ 
efit effort called Pure Aid, to take 
place in late February. For more 
information, and how to help the 
NorCal Women’s Surf Club, visit 
www.ncwsc.com. ▼ 


For more columns, visit 
www.sportscomplex.org. 
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A twist in Maine marriage fight 


by Lisa Keen 


he quiet state of Maine has 
always been an unlikely site 
for major gay civil rights 
battles. It has none of the large 
metropolitan areas that attract 
large concentrations of gay voters 
that can pull together to seek leg¬ 
islation or rally against discrimi¬ 
natory measures. Yet once again, 
Maine is poised for a fracas that 
mirrors the complexities of the 
gay civil rights movement all over 
the United States - with one twist. 

Gay activists in the state of 
Maine are speaking out against a 
bill to legalize same-sex marriage 
in that state. Are they responding 
to the gay movement’s national 
debate over the pace of seeking 
equal rights in marriage? No. 

They’re speaking against the 
pro-gay marriage bill because it’s 
being sponsored by one of the 
state’s most notorious opponents 
of equal rights for gays. 

State Representative Brian 
Duprey, a Republican from a 
small town south of Bangor, is a 
staunch conservative who oppos¬ 
es same-sex marriage. In fact, he 
also introduced a bill this month 
to insert a ban on same-sex mar¬ 
riage into the state constitution. 

So why has he sponsored a 
pro-gay marriage bill? 

He says it’s because he was 
asked to do so by a constituent 
who supports same-sex marriage. 
But gay activists aren’t buying that 
story. They think Duprey’s pro- 
marriage bill is simply a ploy to 


Governor 

◄ page 1 

and AIDS to access this program 
is a matter of life and death, and 
the governor clearly recognized 
this fact. AIDS advocates are es¬ 
pecially thankful to him for fully 
funding ADAP at a time when the 
state continues to face significant 
fiscal challenges.” 

Anne Donnelly, Project In¬ 
form’s director of public policy, 
said the proposed level of funding 
will not only allow full access to 
ADAP but save the state money in 
the long term. 

“The governor’s proposal is es¬ 
pecially noteworthy since it 
demonstrates California’s re¬ 
newed commitment to keeping 
HIV-positive people healthy and 
productive even as the state faces 
unrelenting fiscal challenges,” she 
said. “It shows he understands 
that this is not only the right 
thing to do, but that it also makes 
economic sense since money in¬ 
vested now in medications to 
keep people living with 
HIV/AIDS healthy will ultimately 
save the state more money down 
the line in acute health care costs.” 

A recent study by the Universi¬ 
ty of California-wide AIDS Re¬ 
search Program found that not 
only is ADAP a lifesaving pro¬ 
gram, but it is also efficient and 
well managed. It is estimated that 
the program will serve over 30,446 
people in fiscal year 2005-2006. 

“California’s investment in this 
vital program is one of those rare 
short-term efficiencies that also 
pays off in the long run,” said 
AIDS Project Los Angeles Execu¬ 
tive Director Craig E. Thompson. 
“The state Office of AIDS has ne¬ 
gotiated some of the nation’s low¬ 
est prices on key HIV/AIDS med¬ 
ications. In an era of widespread 
alarm over rapidly rising pharma¬ 
cy prices, California’s ADAP pro¬ 
gram is a model for innovative 


divert gay activists’ resources away 
from fighting his constitutional 
amendment and an effort to cap¬ 
italize on a legislature that is clear¬ 
ly not ready to support same-sex 
marriages. 

Betsy Smith, head of the 
statewide gay rights group Equal¬ 
ity Maine, said her group wants to 
concentrate its efforts on repeal¬ 
ing the state’s existing Defense of 
Marriage Act and defeating the 
constitutional amendment. It 
doesn’t want to get suckered into 
Duprey’s game, lobbying for a 
measure they know won’t pass. 

“Of course, we support same- 
sex marriage, and we’ll turn out 
hundreds and hundreds of people 
to support same-sex marriage 
when the bill gets a hearing,” said 
Smith. But Duprey, she said, 
“knows legislators aren’t going to 
vote for this bill.” 

There’s an internal reasoning, 
too, though, that echoes the recent 
rift over whether and how the gay 
movement seeks equal rights in 
marriage. Representative Law¬ 
rence Bliss, an openly gay Democ¬ 
rat transplanted from San Fran¬ 
cisco who now represents a part of 
Maine’s largest city, Portland, lays 
out his position bluntly. 

“Marriage is a hot button issue 
- it’s a trigger issue,” said Bliss. 
“My best guess is that gay men 
and lesbians in Maine would love 
to have the same rights for their 
partners ... as people who are 
married have. But is it important 
to call it getting married’? I sus¬ 
pect not. And if the concept of a 
civil union without invoking the 


ways to reduce or cap rapidly ris¬ 
ing pharmaceutical costs. 

“There is also a critical pre¬ 
vention component to ADAP that 
should not be overlooked,” 
Thompson added. “We know that 
people with HIV who are in treat¬ 
ment are more likely to practice 
safer behaviors and reduce the 
spread of the AIDS virus.” 

AIDS groups also lauded the 
governor’s decision not to propose 
cuts to other HIV/AIDS programs 
in the state budget. All other AIDS 
programs, including prevention, 
testing and counseling, and HIV 
care programs, have been slated 
for flat-funding in Schwarzeneg¬ 
ger’s proposed budget. 

There is concern, though, over 
the governor’s proposed $12.3 
million in general fund savings 
from redesigning Medi-Cal, Cali¬ 
fornia’s Medicaid program. Med¬ 
icaid serves more than 50 percent 
of all adults living with AIDS and 
90 percent of children. Proposals 
to generate savings in Medi-Cal 
include expanding managed care 


Pride committee 

◄ page 2 

and large people don’t gripe as 
much as they used to.” 

Witherington said that atten¬ 
dance at general planning meet¬ 
ings has decreased and pointed 
out that anyone can become a 
member. 

He believes a more robust 
membership will guard against in¬ 
terest groups railroading the 
process, but fears people avoid 
committing to the committee be¬ 
lieving it requires attending many 
long, mass meetings. 

A drive to beef up membership 
prevents the chance of a “hostile 
takeover” in the board selection 
process, said board secretary Ce¬ 
cilia Chung. 


word ‘marriage’ and all the hot 
button things that invokes - if that 
can happen, everyone would be 
thrilled to death.” 

But what about the implica¬ 
tions of accepting that “separate 
but equal” status? 

“It is separate but equal - ab¬ 
solutely,” said Bliss. “But I think 
what we’ve learned is that a great 
deal of education has to happen 
before any major change takes 
place. Like any other campaign - 
political, military, or otherwise - 
you have to decide what the ob¬ 
jective is and then go after your 
objective. To me, the primary ob¬ 
jective is those rights of inheri¬ 
tance, and all of the things. If you 
get those rights, without calling it 
marriage, then you can go back 
and take the next step - ‘Every¬ 
thing else is equal, why not change 
the name?’ 

“But if we start by demanding 
to have the word marriage - 
which is really a hot button for all 
those wackos on the right - then 
the things that come with mar¬ 
riage will never come. Is it half a 
loaf? Yes, but it’s more than we 
have right now.” 

There’s another more pressing 
matter at the moment, too, said 
Smith. The state’s Democratic 
governor, John Baldacci, is com¬ 
mitted to introducing to this ses¬ 
sion of the Legislature a bill to add 
sexual orientation into the state 
Human Rights Act. Activists have 
been trying to pass a statewide an¬ 
tidiscrimination clause there since 
the 1980s. The measure has passed 
three times before, but each time, 


(including moving more disabled 
individuals into mandatory man¬ 
aged care), creating an annual 
limit of $1,000 per person on 
dental care provided under Medi- 
Cal, and instituting monthly pre¬ 
miums for some Medi-Cal bene¬ 
ficiaries of $10 per adult and $4 
per child under 21, with a $27 cap 
for one family. 

These cost savings proposals 
and some others in the Medi-Cal 
redesign package raise questions 
about possible negative impact on 
beneficiaries, said AIDS advo¬ 
cates. But they also said the pro¬ 
posals are not nearly as far reach¬ 
ing as they had expected. 

“There was some expectation 
enrollment would be limited or 
benefits for Medi-Cal clients 
would be reduced. This is a much 
more modest proposal than we 
were expecting,” said Van Gorder. 

However, there is concern 
about the governor’s plan to 
move the aged, blind, and dis¬ 
abled into mandatory managed 
care programs. 


“It’s really about how well the 
community at large is being rep¬ 
resented on a micro level. We are a 
mirror of the community,” she 
said. 

Witherington stressed that one 
can serve as either a voting or 
nonvoting member, as a volunteer, 
or simply write a check. 

Corporate sponsors who rent 
booths at a higher commercial 
rate help support efforts by small¬ 
er, developing community non¬ 
profits, by allowing the committee 
to charge them less in fees. For ex¬ 
ample, the budget of a small in¬ 
tersex education group allows a 
table fee of $60. 

“We’d like to have funds to re¬ 
spond to under-represented 
groups, some less along the path 
than others,” Witherington said. 
“For some groups 50 bucks is a lot 


it has been vetoed or overturned 
by voters. 

“First and foremost, we want 
to defeat the constitutional 
amendment and pass the human 
rights bill,” said Smith. 

There’s a good chance of pass¬ 
ing the human rights protection 
in Maine but little chance it can be 
passed without another voter ref¬ 
erendum - either one built into 
the bill or one brought by antigay 
forces in the state on passage. 

And here, things appear to be 
getting even more complicated. 
According to an Augusta daily 
newspaper this week, the gover¬ 
nor, through a spokesperson, has 
indicated he “would be very sup¬ 
portive” of a same-sex marriage 
bill once the human rights law has 
been amended to include prohibi¬ 
tion of sexual orientation dis¬ 
crimination. Meanwhile, he, too, 
is opposed to the same-sex mar¬ 
riage bill introduced by Duprey. 

Smith said, “This is the first 
time I’ve heard anyone from his 
office say anything about him 
supporting such legislation in the 
future.” She’s a little skeptical 
about the report’s accuracy. 

“The governor,” she said, “has 
been really careful not to take a 
position on same-sex marriage 
publicly. But he’s not taken a posi¬ 
tion behind closed doors either,” 
she added, “except to make clear 
that he wants the human rights 
bill” to add sexual orientation 
protection. Smith said she thinks 
the governor is “very nervous 
same-sex marriage is going to 
mess that up somehow.” ▼ 


“A lot of people with AIDS 
currently are not in managed care 
and are in fee-for-service plans. 
We need to come to some conclu¬ 
sions about whether that change 
will necessarily be bad for people 
with AIDS in Medi-Cal,” Van 
Gorder said. “We are also con¬ 
cerned about the proposed $10-a- 
month premium. People on 
Medi-Cal are severely economi¬ 
cally disadvantaged to begin with, 
so additional payments are prob¬ 
lematic for some people.” 

The governor also proposed 
saving $191 million in general 
fund money by maximizing feder¬ 
al dollars for prenatal services pro¬ 
vided through Medi-Cal. Project 
Informs Donnelly said this pro¬ 
posal raises additional questions 
about federal limitations on such 
funding. 

“We look forward to working 
with the administration and the 
Legislature through the budget 
process to address the concerns 
related to the governor’s Medi-Cal 
proposal,” she said. ▼ 


of money. With MasterCard, 
$8,000 for a booth is quite appro¬ 
priate. The point is to make our 
community feel proud.” 

This year’s Pride theme is 
“Stand Up, Stand Out, Stand 
Proud.” The Pride Parade and fes¬ 
tival take place June 25-26. 

Chung said that despite some 
divisive struggles between trans¬ 
gender and LGB community 
members around the federal Em¬ 
ployment Non-Discrimination 
Act, this year’s theme is “trying to 
acknowledge unsung heroes 
whose work has gone unnoticed,” 
in for example, the struggle for 
same-sex marriage recognition. 

The parade “speaks to how we 
take action and take control of 
who we are and not allow shame 
and stigma to continue to define 
us,” she said. ▼ 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281545-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Kim Phong, 730 Larkin Street, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a general partnership, signed by 
Nu To Ngo Tran. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/20/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 12/20/04. 

DEC.23,30 2004 JAN.6, 13 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281018-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Nor King Spas, 250 Napoleon Street, 

San Francisco, CA. 94124. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed David 
Pallenberg. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 11/19/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 11/29 
DEC. 23, 30 2004 JAN. 6, 13 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281452-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: The Odd Pod, #167th Street, San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94103. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual, signed Darick Agudelo. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 12/15/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/15/04. 
DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281611-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Fog Towne Cafe, 1155 Market Street, 
San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Kwok 
Pang. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on not applicable. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/23/04. 
DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281580-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: H and T 99 cents and over, 2706 24th 
Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Truong Sam T. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/22/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 12/22/04. 

DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281499-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Jurislex Development Company. This 
business is conducted by a corporation, 
signed MH Marshall. The registrants) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/16/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 12/17/04. 

DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281453-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: ABC Builders Co., 667 5th Ave. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94118. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Jing Hua Yie 
Agudelo. The registrants) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on 12/07/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/15/04. 
DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281448-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Thomas Livingston Antiques, 550 Jack- 
son Street, San Francisco, Ca. 94133. This 
business is conducted by a general partner¬ 
ship, signed Thomas Livingston. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 06/15/77. The statement 
was filed wfth the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 12/15/04. 

DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE #CNC 04541678 

In the matter of the application of Don 
Garth Olson for change of name. The 
application of Don Garth Olson for 
change of name having been filed in 
Court, and it appearing from said ap¬ 
plication that Don Garth Olson has 
filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Don Carlo 
Parenti. Now therefore, it is hereby or¬ 
dered, that all persons interested in 
said matter do appear before this Court 
in Department 218 on the 24th day of 
February, 2005 at 9:00 am of said day 
to show cause why the application for 
change of name should not be granted. 
DEC. 30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 200 

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME: #279441 

The following person(s) have aban¬ 
doned the use of the fictitious business 
name known as One Good Deed locat¬ 
ed at 1032 Irving Street #902 San 
Francisco, Ca. 94122. This business 
was conducted by an individual signed 
Kathy Elliot. The fictitious name was 
filed with the City abd county of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 09/21/04 
DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 
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^ Bay4reaIIeporter 

Classifieds 


REAL ESTATE 


Selling or getting ready for the holidays? 

DRAB | &<d 

mdm 


Utilizing your exisitng furnishings 

OR COMBINED WITH OUR EXTENSIVE HOME 
STAGING COLLECTION - OUR DESIGN TEAM 
WILL TRANSFORM YOUR HOME TO LOOK ITS 
VERY BEST. ONE ROOM OR EVERY ROOM 
IS THE HOUSE 


bonded & insured 


I 

IV 


in one day! 


Home Staging 


Interior Redesign Services 

415 . 608.9913 


DOUGLAS 

DELIVERS 

Douglas Bohling 
delivers Sonoma 
County real 
estate success. 

Whether you’re buying 
or selling, take advan¬ 
tage of his 18 years of 
experience and the 
expertise that has 
earned him a spot in 
the top 6% of all pro¬ 
ducers in the national 
Prudential network. 



Homes, Income, Acreage, Resorts 


MAUI REA L ESTATE 

pf 

Prudential Locations LLC 

wvwv.michaelhealey.net 

808 875 5651 

Michael Healey ~ Broker Partner 


Integrity 

Experience 

Performance 


Call or email for Maui's best values! 

1215 S.Kihei Rd. Ste. N. Kihei Maui Hawaii 96753 



PALM SPRINGS CHARMER 

1937 California Spanish Home in 
Heart of South Palm Springs+Studio 
apartment above garage on separate 
meter. .23 Acre lot, sparkling pool, 
no HOA dues. Spectacular mountain 
view $655 K. 

Agt. Larry Griffith @ Prudential 
800-998-8977 x227, 

760-774-1000. 

E04 

Mediterranean Hawaii. Free Info 

luckycomehawaii.com 

888-248-4015 


Expert in Wine Country 
& Russian River Retreats 

Call now to find out how you can 

live the Sonoma County dream! /jjjEpfc Prudential 

(800) 200-2011 x204 W* California Realty 

Doug.Bohling@PruRealty.com • www.PruRealty.com/DougBohling 


3 units in the Russian River area... 

2 one bedroom units plus a studio! Double decks 

Fireplace, dual pane windows and income at 

52,375 per mo! Charm B value priced at $389,000 




Looking for Real Estate in the Palm Springs Area? 

2-For-l SPECIAL 


Steve • 760.880.0863 fjpiftff 

Let us help you find your 

Larry 760.880.3615 BE J t Jl . 

perfect place in the sun. 

Email: 

Homes 8c Condos from 

TheTwinRealtors@aol.coin ^ 

$100,000 and up. 

HgH] 1 * M 


it’s “the twins” in palm springs 



^vestment. 

Xout dreams can come uue m Va\m 
WW-OA me, totmevv SUto 



Former Award Winning SF Agent 

619.347.3939 

For Direct MLS Access: www.JimSellsSD.com 


JIM BEITZEL 


SAN DIEGO 


PRUDENTIAL REALTY 
WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com 


PALM SPRINGS: 

THE GAY-FRIENDLY 
PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estate 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and 
responsive real estate services to 
gay men and lesbians in the Palm 
Springs area. Tel 760-902-5266. 



Great In-Law Studio! Must see! 
2 GM upstairs-U downstairs. No 
smoker or party animals! 

Call Michael or Mark 
415-584-3743. 


Comfortable Twnhse Vallejo 
Pvt bedroom suite w/bath 
Walk to SF Ferry/Waterfront 
W/D, Cable, Nonsmoker, No Pets. 
415-531-6176. $650+Utilities. 


$650 GM Diamond Hts shr Ige delux 
hse above Castro/Noe/Glen Pk w/3, 
easy st pkg, incl hskpr cleaning. 
Turquoise Way, prefer no smkr, 
415-641-5564/415-658-4370. 


Room for rent in Newark/Fremont 
Hot tub, cable, utils, included. 
$550 mo. 

Call John (510) 938-4020 


Redwood City $495 mo. Room with 
private entrance overlooking wet¬ 
lands. Share bath, kitchen. M/F with 
mature, celibate GM writer. 

Utilities included. 

650-369-9045 


East Bay Pleasant Hill. Tahoe Set¬ 
ting. Bdrm w/pvt bath, enclosed 
garage, 1/2 util, incld. $700. 

Mike 925-947-5550 


LEGAL NOTICES 


CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 


VACANCY NOTICES 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 54974, California Government Code, notice is hereby 
given of the following unscheduled vacancies. Interested persons may obtain an application 
from the Board of Supervisors web site at www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/bdsupvrs/Vacan- 
cy_Notices/vacancy_app.pdf or from the Clerk of the Rules Committee, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102-4689. Completed applications should 
be submitted to the Clerk of the Boatd. All applicants must be residents of San Francisco, un¬ 
less otherwise stated. Additional information may be obtained by accessing the City’s web site: 
www.sfgov.org/bdsupvrs 

Please Note: Depending upon the posting date, some vacancies may have already been filled. 
To determine if vacancies for this Board/Committee/Commission or Task Force are still avail¬ 
able please call the Rules Committee Clerk at 554-5184. 

Western SoMa Citizens’ Planning Task Force 

Vacant seat, seat 1, must be a resident of western SoMa for more than three years, for the un¬ 
expired portion of a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 2, must be a resident of western SoMa for less than three years, for the unex¬ 
pired portion of a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 3, must reside in a Single Room Occupancy hotel in western SoMa, for the un¬ 
expired portion of a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 4, must be a youth residing in western SoMa, for the unexpired portion of a 
three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 5, must be raising a family in western SoMa, for the unexpired portion of a 
three-year term ending 11/23/04. 

Vacant seat, seat 6, must be a senior residing in western SoMa, for the unexpired portion of a 
three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 7, must operate a local business in western SoMa, for the unexpired portion of 
a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 8, must work with a community-based organization in western SoMa, for the 
unexpired portion of a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 9, must represent the arts, for the unexpired portion of a three-year term end 
ing 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 10, must represent the entertainment industry, for the unexpired portion of a 
three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 11, must be a non-profit developer, for the unexpired portion of a three-year 
term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, new appointment, seat 12, must be a for-profit developer, for the unexpired por¬ 
tion of a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 13, must be a bicycle advocate, for the unexpired portion of a three-year term 
ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 14, must be a parks and open space advocate, for the unexpired portion of a 
three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 15, must be a transportation advocate, for the unexpired portion of a three-year 
term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 16, must be a preservation advocate, for the unexpired portion of a three-year 
term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 17, must represent labor, for the unexpired portion of a three-year term end¬ 
ing 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 18, must be appointed by District 6 Supervisor, for the unexpired portion of 
a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 19, must be appointed by District 6 Supervisor, for the unexpired portion of 
a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 

Vacant seat, seat 20, must be appointed by District 6 Supervisor, for the unexpired portion of 
a three-year term ending 11/23/07. 



MB———SB. " 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

San Francisco Community College District is ac¬ 
cepting proposals for a food and coffee bar/cafe on 
the first floor of the Downtown Campus, located at 
800 Mission St., San Francisco. An open house to 
view the space will be held on Wednesday, January 
26, 2005 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.. Bids are due 
no later than Wednesday, February 9, 2005. 

To sign up for the open house and to receive a pro¬ 
posal packet, please contact the Chief Administra¬ 
tive Services Office, Stephen J. Fferman at (415) 
241-2327 or his secretary Ms. Yolanda Panem at 
(415) 487-2417. 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE # CNC 04541638 

In the matter of the application of 
Leslie Anne Carter for change of 
name. The application of Leslie Anne 
Carter for change of name having 
been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Leslie 
Anne Carter has filed an application 
proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Gabrielle Anne Carter. 
Now therefore, it is hereby ordered, 
that all persons interested in said 
matter do appear before this Court in 
Department 218 on the 15th day of 
February, 2005 at 9:00 am of said 
day to show cause why the application 
for change of name should not be 
granted. 

DEC. 30, 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281648-00 

The following person(s) are doing business as: 
Real Equity Solutions, 332 Pine Street #307 
San Francisco, Ca. 94104. This business is 
conducted by a corporation, signed Theodore 
J. Ammiro. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed ficti¬ 
tious business name or names on not applica¬ 
ble. The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 12/27/04. 
DEC.30 2004 JAN. 6, 13, 20 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281919-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: 1.) Tony's Windows & Glass 2.) Tony's 
Glass 3.) Tony's Windows, 25 Virgil Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110 . This business is 
conducted by an individual, signed Jesse 
Villarreal. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 1/6/05. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/7/05. 
JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 
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VACATION RENTALS 


CABANA AT WAIKIKI 


Honeymoon Packages Available - 

Call or email CabanaDavidfeaol.com 

• 15 Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 
• ideal Location near Queen's Surf 

Gay beach. Hula's and24 Hours Fitness 

• Includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 
Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 

♦ Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 
Operated Guest House 
* Free Access to Max's Gym 




2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HI 96815 
www.cabana-waikiki.co) 


For Reservations Cali Toll-free: 

1 - 877 - 902-2121 

In HI (808) 92G-5555 or fax (808! 926-5566 


RENTALS 



Villa Soma 

( 415 ) 939-1315 - ( 415 ) 203-2730 


Warm Sands just got Cooler 
Now Accepting Reservations 
800 - 475-5188 

www.ceniurypaimsprings.com 


Palm Springs Area, Bed + Full 
B reakfast$25-Two $3 5. 
760-288.4811 

_E02 

PALM SPRINGS 

Exclusive private homes / 
condominiums. Pools/tennis. 
760-770-0211 

www.zephyr-ps.com eq3 

HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com 


• All Levels • Individual Classes • 


MARC GADELIN 

Certified Teacher (415) 441 -2062 


Do you really want, 
to enjoy your next 
trip to France? 

• Learn the basics 

• Refresh your French 

• Advanced levels 

Individuals/Group Classes 

Call Chantal @ 

510.375.2258 L_ 

chantalgw@AOL.com 


Rooms From 

$495 


Visit us online! * 

www.villasoma.net * 


Located in the center 
of town near City Hall 
& in close proximity 
to San Francisco's 
hottest nightclubs, 
restaurants and 
shopping! You'll 
love spotless 
accommodations and 
a practical location. 


Free DSL/Satellite TV/VCR 

Combos/Refrigerator/ 

Microwave/Sink 

Free Local Phone Calls 

Heating & Electricity Included 

Laundry Facilities Service/ 

Combination Beds; futon, loft, 

bunk, full, twin 

Newly Renovated Rooms 

Shared bathroom & showers 


1554 Howard St* btwn* 11th & 12th St* 


STYLISH. SPACIOUS. 
CONVENIENT. 


www.lhevillasparkmerced.o 

415/405-4600 


GREENBELT VIEW 

1317 Sq. Ft 

2 Bdrm 1 Bath, Fireplace, Patio, 
Laundry, Deck Views of Meadow. 

NS, Women Pref. 2 Car Garage. 
$1570/Mo. Call 510-222-9626 

SF’S GAY HOTEL 

Inq re lday/lwk free rent package 
Very cln spcl disc 4 students 

LUZ HOTEL 725 GEARY 

415-928-1917. 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281752-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Triad Partners, 65 Ora Way C-107, San 
Francisco, Ca. 94118. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a general partnership, signed 
Joseph Dung. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
12/30/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
12/30/04. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281415-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Propaganda Industries, 2070 Pacific 
#201, San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed James Hanusa. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 12/01/04. The statement was 
filed with the City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. on 12/14/04. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 


STATEMENT FILE A-0281899-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Pier 38 Yachts, Pier 38 The Embar- 
cadero, San Francisco, Ca. 94107. This 
business is conducted by an individual, 
signed Wayne Moskow. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 1/6/05. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 1/6/05. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281782-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: I.G.S, 849 22nd St. San Francisco, Ca. 
94107. This business is conducted by an 
individual, signed Isidro Gutierrez. The reg¬ 
istrants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 1/11/05. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 1/3/05. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 


JOBS OFFERED 


ARE you LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
Is your current job getting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate,alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

vt»ff r! 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one 
year 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


^orJEmailj^Jobs@adultsu£ersource^corn^ 




TURN OLD DREAMS INTO 
NEW HOPE 

At Out of the Closet Thrift Stores, 
operated by AIDS Healthcare 
Foundation, shoppers are able to find 
bargains while generating income 
that helps fund our healthcare 
services. In this way, people are given 
the opportunity to participate in the 
fight against HIV/AIDS. 

We are searching for amazing 
individuals to be part of our great and 
bright future in our San Francisco 
locations. 

CASHIERS 

SUPERVISORS 

MANAGERS 

Positions require flexible work 
schedule, including weekends, 
holidays and evenings. 1-3 months of 
related experience and/or training 
and a High School diploma or 
equivalent needed. 

To apply in person, please come to 
any of our Out of the Closet Thrift 
Stores: 

100 N. Church Street 
2415 Mission Street 
1498 Polk Street 

For more information, please contact 
Travis Grant (408) 390-7580. 

AIDS HEALTHCARE 

FOUNDATION 

EOE. 

_E01 

WEBMASTER 

For an adult site Java-HTML, Pearl 
Script knowledge. Send resume to 
P.G. Enterprises, POBox 5401, 
Oakland, CA 94601 or send resume 
to toughropes@yahoo.com 

_E01 

Custom drapery & wall upholstery 
work room seeks motivated individu¬ 
als with Industrial sewing machine/ 
install experience. Steady secure 
work with benefits. Fax resume to 
863-2899 or Email to 
fabricwalls@sbcglobal.net. 



Measurement 
leads to accuracy. 
x Accuracy leads 
,\ to success. 

Advertisers & Readers: 
VERIFIED keeps us in 
lop condition. 

When you place an ad 
i our publication you 
know you are gelling your money's worth. 

As one of our advertisers, relax. We are audiled by 
Verified. We spend a loi of time and effort to keep our 
distribution systems in top condition and to assure 
advertisers that you are getting exactly what you pay 

For over 50 years. Verified has been the most respected 
auditing service for free and paid distribution 
publications. We work with Verified to provide reports 
which accurately convey complete and timely circulation 
information. They also conduct field audits of our 
distribution and annual internal audits. 

As you can see. we're as serious about giving you honest 
value for your advertising dollars as vve are about giving 
our readers the best in local news and valuable 
informal > And. you don't have to take our word for it 
Verified s report;, confirm it. 


VERIFIED bwa 


kIMhu 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Lesbian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.beckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 
(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 


a 


Law Offices 

Thomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
Telephone: (415) 956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw I @aol.com 


LAW OFFICES 
SHELLEYS. FEINBERG 

i2i 

Serving the g 

Flood Building 

870 Market SI. 

Probate 

Wills and Living 

Trusts 

Estate Planning 

AB 2580 Property 
Rights Agreements 
FLAT FEE 

py community since 1 999 
ssfeinbergmsn.com. 
415.421.1893 


Law and Mediation Solutions 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 

• Mediation (Business/Family) 

• Real Estate 

• New Business Formation 

■ Contract Review and Preparation 

■ Bankruptcy 

• Wills/Trusts 

• Co-Ownership Issues 

ISyrs. experience 

Proud to serve the LG8T Community 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 

■ ■ ■ ■ . ■ (415)656-1968 


imm 


W.E.L. Tax Services 

You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini m, 

SI 415-252-7552 ® 

www.weltax.com 
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SERVICES 


UPHOLSTERY 
& DRAPERY 

SERVING SF FOR OVER 20 YE ARS 

TRICKEY STUDIO 

VOTED "BEST UPHOLSTERER" 2002 

415 864-6516 


Plumbing Services 

Competitive Rates 
Commercial & V„_K 

Residential 

• Water & Sewer Problems" 
•Kitchen, Bathroom ; K 
Addition Plumbing 

Guaranteed Quality Work 

SajOjc.#: 415.225.4960 

821398 plumbman.com 


^GOT*? 

PETS? 

PET SITTINGS, DOG WRLKING 

FREE 1/2 HDUR CONSULTHTIDN 

CRLL JEflNINE 

415861-5381® 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

-OATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 


DIEGO 

Excellent housecleaner with great ref¬ 
erences. 415-378-7728. 

BEST CLEAN $40 WEEKLY 

c>r bi-weekly. Once $55, /fiat rate. 
Whole house clean. Best basic clean 
in the business. Satisfaction guaran¬ 
teed. Call John 420-2926. Fast. 

HANDYMAN JAMIE 

415-425-3692 Dependable Quality 
Carpentry Electrical Plumbing. 

Quality Interior Painting. Attn, to 
detail $8 per hr. 835-4735. 

PRUNE YOUR TREE 

Expert in pruning all varieties of 
trees & more.Please call 334-3334 

;_ _ _EOZ 

BEST CLEAN $40 WKLY 

Once $55, in BAR 11 yrs *420-2926 

Cleaning Professional, 17 yrs exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513 

' _ _ _E10 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars, parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

Christopher's House Cleaning 
8 yrs exp. Free Est. 370-4341 



partylis t. comj 

The 

Essential 
Resource 
For All 
Party Bciys 


CRCATIOMS LAMSCAPIIW 

FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS f 

• DESIGN (V£ SPECIALIZE IN: 

:5S*JScOnS PONDS&WATERFALLS 
SOD. PUNTS in & outdoors* 

FENCES {WOOD & METAL) 

IRRIGATION 


PHONE: 650.557.1543 • 415.310.4857 


Landscape Design 
& Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPECIALIZING IN 
| LOW-MAINTENANCE PLANTINGS AUTO- 
§ MATIC IRRIGATION SYSTEMS. DECKS, HOT 
TUBS & FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFER¬ 
ENCES. 

PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 
#731605 

@ (415) 282-0288 


British Bulldog 
Hardwood 
Flooring 

Free Estimates 
Refinish - Installation 
15 years experience 
Excellent references 
Residential 
& 

Commercial 

(510) 834-1062 


IBEPoRT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years ixp 

Hr 

_Ljl_ 

Rick 415.821.1792 | 


Computer Help 


Affordable house calls for 
your PC needs by exp’d pro. 
Recorded info: (415) 820-3251 
web: www.jzk.info 

Cell: (415)431-6766 


Troubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
We'll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office § 
throughout the Bay Area. 


415-552-7909 ^ 
www.sf-remain.com 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 

HTTP;//WWW 

PRUDENTIAL REALTY WEST 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

http://prudentialsonoma.com £jb 

Good dish on any one in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com ^ 

WANT TO STAY ON TOP 

of leather events around the world? 
Click regularly on www.LeatherPage. 
com weekly. Stay, informed. Stay on 
top. Stay in the loop! Do it now! 


UPKEEP 


Thomas Starr Stevens 


DESIGN ER/CRAFTSM AN 

♦ 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & TILEWORK 
INTERIOR REMODELING 

415-641 -4141 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 


E&R PAINTING 

For a fine and neat painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Residential &Commercial 

FREE ESTIMATES 

650 - 755-4343 


CA 


CALIFORNIA 
CARPENTRY CO. 


BATHROOMS & KITCHENS 
DECKS & FENCES 

TEL: 415.244.8523 

LIC #841971 


comm 

pmwQco. 

* Commercial/Residential 

* Interior/Exterior 


Winter Special 
10% Off Interiors 


• Quality Craftsmanship 

• Over 20 Yrs. Experience 



(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 

Gensteve@pacbell.net 

CA Lie. #786219 


NORTH CAL 
ROOFING 


QUatlTf ROOFING SINCE 1881 

Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
WorkASpecbtty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured PL & PD-State Uc# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 

333-3701 


Cleaning Professional 17 yrs exp. 
Home or Office • Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513. 

Carpentry/Electrical 
Plumbing Jobs. Lie. Call 

WREN *621-1379 

_R09 

NOTICES 

“BOUND BUT NOT 
GAGGED” 

is the name of Mister Marcus's new 
book coming in Spring 2005. It has 
ALL the facts, figures, anecdotes and 
YES...dirt on the worldwide leather 
community. Don't miss it! 


Brookline 

Aries 


Electric 

Old Houses 

CONDO CONVERSIONS 


(415)239-5393 


Victorian, Edwardian, Queen Anne 
Neat & concealed upgrades 
Code corrections for a safe house 
Old knob & Tube wiring 
Insured, no claims in 15 years 
Good Service Guidebook approved 
Ja peters@pacbell.net 33 years service 
121 Santa Rosa Ave S.F. 



BAY ELECTRIC 


PPH ^415£ 563-56491 


Lf* 


TIMATESl 


Old Houses • Condo Conversions 
New Panels • Service Calls 
Kitchen and Bath Remodels 

CA Lie # 810652 * Bonded & Insured 



TOM SKIDMORE 415-279-2853 
• HANDIWORK • REPAIRS 
• SMALL PROJECTS • SMALL REMODELS 

REASONABLE RATES EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


Pelliccioni Inferior 
Painting 


• Competitive Pricing 

• Free Estimates 

• Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

pi-painting@sbcglobal.net 

415.577.1692 

lie# 38107 



w 


INTERIORS ONLY 
COLOR C ONSULTATION 

GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415 . 370.4849 

JPPCOMPANY@AOL.COM 



■CARPENTRY 

■ Specializing in 

I Kitchens 

■ & Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

■ Windows & Doors 

■ Impeccable References 

■ 1-415-505-2427 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 

• PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK • 

415-374-8983 

CALic# 778235 


JUST HAUL IT! JUST PAfiYT IT ! 

Jim* PLUWB IT? just shock rr f 
just err it together * 
wmrmm ? 

’JUST FIX IT!*L^ 

JUST CALL JIMt Wmr 

4154164-6850 * 


High Quality Workmanship/Great Prices 

EURO 

Painting & Restoration 

Residential Commercial Interior Exterior 

(415)519-7377 

ivrvw.eurorestorating.com 
Full\ Bonded Insured State Lie. # 792783 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415.584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 



Tl L E, 

Kitchen 
Bath 

Counter tops 
Marble 
Slate 
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HAUL1NG 


•"WSKssy* 

CAREFUL, EXP., FRIENDLY. 2-3 MEN 
16' ENCLOSED, WELL-EQUIPPED TRUCK 
REAS. RATES • APTS, HOMES, OFCS. 

★ B.A.R. ADVERTISER SINCE 1991 


LOU’S EXPRESS CO. 

Home Office Business 


Trash, Garage, Junk, Sofas, Padding, 
Carpet Removal, Appliances, 

Nail Strips, Large Truck 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou Hauler (415) 225-4637 


•RlnnLr* 




•Blanket wrapped 
•Hauling in general 
•Local & long distance 
•Careful & Dependable 

650557-1543 
415310-4857 


- 415 665-0800 - 


FRIENDLY, SAME-DAY SERVICE 
David Singer-Owher 
www.FastHaul.com 


it/( 


M TOM’S MOVING-, 

Short Notice Welcome 




Fast Friendly Service 
Small or Large Jobs 
Loading and Unloading of Rental Trucks 


Call: 415.240.6397 


Castro Hauling 

Yard & Garage Cleaning 
Tree Care & Dump Runs 
Very Responsible, from $15 per h r 


Call Yoel 282-2023 


2 men Lg clean truck. Cheap, 24 hrs 
Free est. Louis 902-3229 

__£06-05 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large Truck! 
Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cement 

Hauling $20/HR 
Reliable, On Time 
415-577-7180 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

IXKGERHARTER PHOTOGRAPHY 

Couples, Headshots, Events 
15 yrs experience. Dependable 
415-824-5300 rgerharter@igc.org 


MOVERS 


Pat Ryan 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415-871-8196 

• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 
Licensed & Insured 

CalT #189309 



MOVING 

SP1CIAIIST 

GAY OPERATED 
FOR 25 YEARS 


[pa* 


FREE ESTIMATES 


PACKING*MOVING» STORAGE | 


415 - 821-4755 

WWVMACKTRUX-COM 


FMals 


thepinksofa.com 



meet other SF lesbians 


fl.VY REA 


REA EPORTER 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here Y 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line. Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD triple price 


COUNSELING 


DC 

DAVE 

COOPERBERG 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Openings in Gay Mens Group 

Work with others to grow beyond self-limiting 
attitudes, feelings and behaviors. An indepth, 
dynamic, long-term group. San Francisco. 
Wednesdays at 7:30pm. Limited to 8 members 


(415) 431-3220 

davecooperberg@yahoo.com 


Individual & Couples Work 


Serving the Bay Area Since 1973 



WM GREG MILLER, PSY.D. 
Psychotherapy - Castro Location 
Gay Issues, HIV, Substance Abuse, De¬ 
pression, Crisis Intervention, Support 
for Aging/Life Changes. 

No Fee for Initial Consultation 
N o Insurance Accepted 
415-503-1630 
CA Licensed Psychologist PSY 19731 


Cynthia Bermajv, Ph.D. 

Psychologist #PSY14305 
Guemevilk, Ca. 
707 - 869-0160 
cbcrmanl633 0@ comcast.net 
Relationships, Depression, 
Anxiety Chemical Dependency 


Feeling a little sad? 
Let us help you find 
someone to talk with. 




Dr. Eric Nicely 

Psychologist (PSY 18892 ) 

(415)955-1975 
www.drnicely.com 

Visit Website for Free Information 


How you adjust to times of change 
impacts the future you create. 

Healing Heart Counseling 

• Death of a loved one 

• Illness or health issues 

• Relationship change or ending 

• Lifestyle /Self-identity 

• Career / Home transitions 

• Serving adults and children 

• Central SF & Marin / Affordable 

Ken Goodman, Lie. MFT 

# MFT36868 (415) 487-4313 


OVER 60? 

Join a Gay Men's Group in SF for 
exploration and healing with fellow 
elders of the gay tribe. 

For Info: A. Chinen, MD. 

(415) 564-3337. 



David Lai, Ph. D. 

Psychologist (PSY 17205) 

My approach fuses western science and 
eastern philosophy to help you with 
Depression. Anxiety, 

Drug Use, HIV, ’ 
Individuals and Couples. 


Castro Office 
No Charge for First Consultation 
415-608-7092 
www. DrDavidLai. com 




STATEMENT FILE A-0281860-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Flower Cart, 2 Montgomery San Fran- * 
cisco, Ca. 94104. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual, signed Valerie Chieng. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 1/5/05. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/5/05. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281805-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Chic-Hotel, 301 Folsom St. #D San J£. 
Francisco, Ca. 94105. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual, signed Elisabeth 
Scharbaum. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 1/3/05. 

The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 1/3/05. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281896-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Kiki Yo, 605 B Chenery St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, CA 94131. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by a limited liability company, signed 
Kirkland Taber. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 1/1/05. The statement was filed ^ 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 

Ca. on 1/06/05. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 

STATEMENT FILE A-0281971-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Wizard of Change Wellness. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual, signed 
Wendy S. Wiseman. The registrants) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 1/10/05. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, *• 
Ca. on 1/10/05. 

JAN. 13, 20, 27 FEB. 3, 2005 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD j 


BOLD Stops Here Y 


CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


Regular Stops Here Y 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

□ American Express 
Minimum $10 charge. 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 


CONTACT INFORMATION 


Card Number 

Name 


Telephone 

3-Digit Security Code 

Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City 


State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues 

Classification 

Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
SF, CA 94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

OR E-MAIL: 

baradv@aol.com 



















































































































































































T ony Kushner claims not to read his reviews, 
but he seems to know an awful lot about 
how Caroline, or Change fared with the crit¬ 
ics during its recent New York run. 

Ben Brantley, The New York Times' chief drama 
critic, “didn't care for it very much,” Kushner said 
of his first effort at a stage musical. “But it got rave 
reviews from The New Yorker, Time Oat, The 
Boston Globe, The Washington Post, Time maga¬ 
zine, and Frank Rich in The New York Times. Not 
just saying it was good, but saying it was one of 
the most important, and perhaps the most im¬ 
portant musicals in decades” 

The playwright, during an interview in advance .*=* 
of Carolines Jan. 18 opening at the Curran The- 
atre, countered the accolades he cited with no false 
modesty. “I’m prouder of this show than anything 
I've ever done,” he said, which is saying a lot when 
your resume includes Angels in America. 

Caroline is the most overtly autobiographical 

page 40 ► 


Benjamin Platt, top, 
and Tonya Pinkins in 
Caroline, or Change 


Desperately seeking Susan 

Star intellectual Sontag is remembered, 
while not forgetting her love of women. 

page 27 


Carnivore affair 

Danish black comedy in 
‘The Green Butchers / 

page 37 


rm 


Winters wonderland 

Shelley Winters gets the 
career-survey treatment. 

page 29 
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Jeremy Irons plays the Merchant. 


Ap 

Of! 

flesh 


ound 


'The Merchant 
of Venice' comes 
to the screen 

by David Lamble 

i n the opening moments of The 
1 Merchant of Venice, Antonio, a rich, 
I Christian ship-owner, spits in the 
face of Shylock, a Jewish moneylen¬ 
der. The scene, filmed amidst the 
chaos of an ancient city that still 
seems to live in the 16th-century, 
comes during the opening credits, 
while some filmgoers are still stum¬ 
bling to find their seats and not dump 
a gallon of soda or a pound of pop¬ 
corn into the laps of fellow audience- 
members. 

Filmmakers are often cautioned 
not to ambush audiences with crucial 
dramatic information before they are 
prepared to receive it. British director 
Michael Radford boldly violates this 
rule, and makes other startling 
changes to a story that is one of the 
Bard’s best, most controversial, least 
understood and perhaps most rele¬ 
vant to contemporary political con¬ 
cerns, sexual and otherwise. 

Radford’s Merchant has upset tra¬ 
ditionalists (who would prefer a 
three-hour, sleep-inducing version) 
with its slimmed-down text, height¬ 
ened subtext and unusual casting 
choices: a charismatic, method-acting 
American film star (A1 Pacino as Shy- 
lock) playing opposite a classically 
trained, equally film-sawy performer 
(Jeremy Irons as Antonio, the Mer¬ 
chant of the title), and a matinee idol 
(Joseph Fiennes as the fickle, oppor¬ 
tunistic Bassanio) playing opposite a 
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Kushner on Caroline, 
or Change' in SF 


by Richard Dodds 
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fttaayax2a& 


Starts January 14 U.S. Stage Premiere! Starts January 28 
^ Starts January 14 

rescue 

and 

recovery 

* a.yr%Sf |>y &vt mmwf 


Mamba 


bvMevcliailinxio 

lirW Gwitfe M^Bjre 


Winter Subscription Special; 

See 3 Shows for $60! Call for more details 


25 Van Mess Avenue * San Francisco * t<*1S3 861-8372 


visit us online at www.nctcsf.org 


Cocksmen of the world unite 

Rodman, Berlin, Phelps & Trocks: not a law firm 


by Roberto Friedman 


That boy who became that man: Peter Berlin plays Berlin Film Festival. 


does he “vant to be alone?”) He 
was the model for several Tom of 
Finland drawings and juicy 

Robert Mapplethorpe pho¬ 
tographs. 

The documentary, co-pro¬ 
duced by Lawrence Helman ( Sex 

Is...), features interviews with 
Armistead Maupin, John Wa¬ 
ters, adult-film star Jack Wran¬ 
gler, filmmaker Wakefield 
Poole, and photographer Rick 
Castro, and others who knew 
Peter or appreciated him. 

Tushinski spent 18 months in¬ 
terviewing Berlin on camera, 
gaining the trust of the notorious¬ 
ly private icon. “Peter is a remark¬ 
able photographer,” Tushinski ex¬ 
plains on the film’s website, “and a 
large number of his photographs 
never saw publication. He would 
drag out boxes full of prints and 
transparencies that he hadn’t 
looked at for 20 years.” 

The real find were reels of un¬ 
seen 16mm film taken in Europe 
and SF from the late ’60s and early 
’70s. “Peter and his friend, painter 
Jochen Labriola, would film 
Peter being provocative on the 
street,” Tushinski said. “These reels 
are precursors to Peter’s theatrical 
films.” 

After Berlin, the doc will screen 
at the Mardi Gras Film Fest in Syd¬ 
ney, the Melbourne Queer Film 
Fest, and the Miami Gay and Les¬ 
bian Film Fest. For more info, go 
to www.thatmanpeterberlin.com. 

Moreover, in March, Gorilla 
Factory Productions will release 
the ’74 gay male erotica classic 
That Boy for the first time on 
DVD. The digitally remastered 
feature is complemented by two 
lost short films by Berlin, and a 
very funny audio commentary by 
Berlin and (natch) B.A.R. porn 
critic John F. Karr. This DVD 
will become available online at 
www.peter-berlin.com. 

Alumni notes 

Okay, so like, we haven’t been 


in actual personal touch with im¬ 
possibly young NY Times Maga¬ 
zine writer/hottie Benoit 
Denizet-Lewis since, like, last 
century, when he was news and 
features editor at XY magazine 
and even younger. But dude, we’ve 
followed and admired his brilliant 
career, as he brought elderly Times 
readers up to snuff on black men- 
who-have-sex-with-men living 
life on the super down-low; and 
how the under-35 set have such 
fockin’ great sex lives (finally 
bringing the terms “hooking up” 
and “friend with benefits” to the 
breakfast table in Greenwich, 
Connecticut). 

This past Sunday, Denizet- 
Lewis published yet another Times 
mag cover-story (well, he is, like, 
pushing 30!), this time on modern 
fraternity life, yo. Turns out like 
BD-L is a gay ex-frat-boy hisself! 
Check out what he told the indis¬ 
pensable Gawker: 

“Let’s just say I wasn’t the only 
gay member of my chapter at 
Northwestern. Pretty much every 
gay former frat-boy I’ve ever met 
(and I’ve met plenty) has a story 
or two about having drunken sex 
with a fraternity brother. I could 
write a whole book about the ho¬ 
moeroticism of fraternities.” We 
betcha could, Benoit, we betcha 
could. Dude, we’d say there’s a 
book contract in it. 

Winters affair 

In this issue, arts writer Tavo 
Amador expertly covers the 55- 
year film career of tremendous (in 
every sense of the word) character 
actress Shelley Winters in a trim 
(a word not used with her for 
decades) 925 words. That’s called 
watching one’s column inches! 

It’s not generally known that 
Winters and handsome old- 
school film actor William Hold¬ 
en had a Same Time, Next Year- 
type affair over many Christmas 
Eves. Apparently, after it petered 
page 41 ► 


I I an Out There just take a 
moment and ask, When isn't 
it the year of the cock? This 
week, in celebration of the theme 
of the upcoming Chinese New 
Year, we spend some quality time 
catching up with the lives of some 
eminent cocksmen. To wit: 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY 
THEATRE CENTER 


When Dennis met Dan 

Stop the presses! Sports super- 
star Dennis Rodman has just be¬ 
come the first man to pose nude 
for People for the Ethical Treat¬ 
ment of Animals [PETAj’s iconic 
Rather Go Naked than Wear Fur 
campaign. 

The way it transpired, accord¬ 
ing to the faboo press release, is 
classic meet-cute as these things 
go. Rodman met openly gay PETA 
VP Dan Mathews in a Miami 
nightclub when Dennis invited 
Dan and his friend, Miami drag 
scenester Elaine Lancast 
er, to take refuge in his 
booth because he saw 
Elaine drawing homo- 
phobic taunts from 
clubgoers. (No infor¬ 
mation has been given 
us on just what these 
taunts consisted of, but 
anyway.) 

When Elaine 
told Dennis who 
Dan was, Dennis 
said that not only has he always 
refused free furs (go girl!), but he 
was embarrassed whenever his ex- 
wife wore them. Now, PETA as¬ 
sures us that they have been push- 


PETA's Dan Mathews and sports star Dennis Rodman pull up a hug. 


ing Carmen Electra to forego fur 
for years, but doesn’t this count as 
gratuitous slagging of 
one’s ex? 

When Mathews 
told Rodman about 
, PETA’s program that 
donates thousands 
of castoff fur coats to 
the homeless through 
the (888) FUR-AWAY 
hotline, Roddy instantly 
agreed to pose for 
the cause. 

Wait a minute, 
why is it OK for 
the homeless to wear furs but not 
the homed? Oh, maybe PETA in¬ 
tends for the homeless to use the 
furs to line and insulate their 
charming, impromptu dwellings 


FROM THE OSCAR WINNING DIRECTOR OF TALK TO HER 


"★★★★! 

GAEL GARCIA BERNAL IS SPECTACULAR!” 

-Gu-nn Kenny, PREMIERE MAGAZINE 

Bad Education 

(La Mala Ldueaciott) 

A Film Ky AlAIOUOYAlt 


NOW LANDMARK S CLAY CfNEARTS@EMPiRE 

I PLAYING! 2261 Fillmore Street 1415; 346-U24 35 West Porta! and Vicente (4!5! 661-2539 


and lean-tos. Never mind. 

BTW, PETA assures us that, re 
the accompanying photo of Rod- 
man looking dashing in a PETA T- 
shirt (with Dan): he’s wearing a lot 
less in the ad, which breaks wide 
this month. 

Berlin and beyond 

Last week it was made official: 
That Man: Peter Berlin - A Doc¬ 
umentary, recently completed by 
director and erstwhile B.A.R. con¬ 
tributor Jim Tushinski, will have 
its world premiere at the 2005 
Berlin Film Festival in February, 
the fest exactly perfect in name 
and stature. Talk, about a film 
that’s right up our alley! 

Meet the focker: If ever a man 
could rightly be called a living leg¬ 
end, that man would be photogra¬ 
pher, filmmaker, model, and gay 
male sex icon Peter Berlin, who 
shot to international fame in the 
mid-’70s with two 16mm films, 
Nights in Black Leather and That 
Boy. His signature skintight fash¬ 
ion would go on to influence over 
three decades of glam couture. 

Berlin has been called the 
“Greta Garbo of porn” because 
he displayed everything for the 
camera, yet remained an aloof, 
enigmatic figure to his fans, rarely 
making public appearances. (But 
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Sontag remembered 


by David Lamble 


t may seem a stretch to begin a 
remembrance of one of Amer¬ 
ica’s favorite intellectuals, 
Susan Sontag (1933-2004), by 
quoting a Hollywood movie, a 
movie about baseball no less, 
minor-league baseball at that, but 
we are, as a culture, more likely to 
recall our favorite movies. In an 
odd way they seem less disposable. 
In his 1988 film Bull Durham — 
possibly the best film ever made 
about love and baseball — 
writer/director Ron Shelton put 
some words in the mouth of Crash 
Davis (Kevin Costner) that remain 
as witty as when first uttered, but 
which now have a sadly ironic 
ring. Pressed to explain himself by 
the woman he’s chasing, an articu¬ 
late, Walt Whitman-quoting, base¬ 
ball groupie named Annie (Susan 
Sarandon), Crash gives his credo. 
“I believe in the soul, the cock, the 
pussy, the small of a woman’s back, 
the hanging curveball, high fiber, 
good scotch, that the novels of 
Susan Sontag are self-indulgent 
overrated crap...” Whoa! 

It is impossible to say how 
many fans of Bull Durham had any 
idea who Susan Sontag was; nor is 
it possible to say how Susan Sontag 
learned of her brush with celluloid 
immortality. But one thing can be 
said: almost immediately, the nov¬ 
els of Susan Sontag got a whole lot 
better. It also can be said that in the 
last years of her life, her novels be¬ 
came very precious to her. It’s not 
that Susan Sontag disavowed her 
great essays — on subjects as di¬ 
verse as the sensibility that is 
Camp, photography (fueled partly 
by her longterm relationship with 
photographer Annie Liebovitz), ill¬ 
ness, AIDS, the white race, Com¬ 
munism as Fascism, the terrible 
war in the former Yugoslavia, the 
dastardly attack on her beloved 
New York City (a subject about 
which, nonetheless, she had some 
very spirited and extremely con¬ 
troversial thoughts) — no, that 
would be like Madame Tussaud 
denouncing the art of modeling in 
wax, or Ben 8c Jerry swearing off 
frozen desserts with high amounts 
of butterfat. What Sontag did say 
was that she liked the freedom the 
novel gave her to express contra¬ 
dictory thoughts or feelings. A re¬ 
cent obituary agreed with Shelton 
that her early fiction is today near¬ 
ly unreadable. But Sontag fervent¬ 
ly believed in the very American art 
of personal reinvention. 

Name game 

Susan Sontag was born Susan 
Rosenblatt, the daughter of Jack 
and Mildred Rosenblatt. Her fa¬ 
ther, a fur-trader in China, died of 
tuberculosis when she was five, 
perhaps kindling her life-long in¬ 
terest in disease and how people 
are marked by the diseases they 
acquire. Her mother married a 
handsome war veteran, Capt. 
Nathan Sontag, and urged Susan 
and her sister to take his name. 

Raised in the Arizona desert 
and Southern California, Sontag 
often mentioned how much she 
liked the unpretentious hospitali¬ 
ty of the Western states. It was a 
quality you noticed right away. 
Sontag lacked the reserve that bar¬ 
nacles many intellectuals. She let 
you know that she didn’t live ex¬ 
clusively in her head. 

In 1964, Sontag composed 58 
“Notes on Camp,” and among 
other things, labeled the develop¬ 
ment of this modern sensibility as 
an outgrowth of an increasingly 
visible gay vanguard. Two decades 
later, Sontag had become a kind of 



A life defending homosexual taste. 

unofficial “den mother” to a di¬ 
verse group of gay writers, includ¬ 
ing Edmund White, who cited her 
along with French philosopher 
Michel Foucault as primary intel¬ 
lectual influences. Sontag herself 
had become more concerned with 
issues that affect gay men, from 
AIDS to the dilemmas of young 
people forced out on the street be¬ 
cause of their sexual orientation. 
Sontag confessed to having had 
several friends and even some 
lovers die from AIDS. 

In Bull Durham, Annie gets a 
scouting report on a hot prospect, 
from a girlfriend who has had sex 
with the young pitcher “Nuke” 
LaLoosh (Tim Robbins). He’s a 
rookie with whom Annie will 
share her philosophy and bed for a 
season. “He fucks like he pitches, 
sort of all over the place.” 

Oddly enough, this pithy if vul¬ 
gar judgment could be said to sum 
up the suspicions about Sontag 
harbored by many New York male 
intellectuals. She was just too nim¬ 
ble a thinker, altogether too popu¬ 
lar a personality, very much too 
threatening a woman who could 
not only out-think and out-talk 
her stuffier male colleagues, but 
who was also rebellious — who 
took seriously the intellectual as-' 
pirations of the queer community, 
and had the panache and sex ap¬ 
peal to star in movies by those two 
great New York vulgarians, Andy 
Warhol and Woody Allen. 

A tribe that used words as 
weapons, her often bitter male crit¬ 
ics called her all sorts of names. Al¬ 
most 40 contradictory adjectives are 
cited in her New York Times obituary, 

iuding “explosive, anticlimactic, 
original, derivative, naive, sophisti¬ 
cated, approachable, aloof, conde¬ 
scending, populist, puritanical, 
sybaritic, sincere, posturing, ascetic, 
voluptuary, right-wing, left-wing, 
relevant, passe, humorous, humor¬ 
less. No one ever called her dull.” 

Pop revolution 

One of the ways in which Son- 
tag was threatening to the male es¬ 
tablishment was that she changed 
the terms of the intellectual con¬ 
versation in America, as profound¬ 
ly as black musicians changed 
America’s soundtrack through the 
invention of rock ’n’ roll. Colum¬ 
bia University philosophy profes¬ 
sor Arthur C. Danto told The New 
York Times, “I think she prepared 
the ground for the pop revolution, 
which was in many ways essential¬ 
ly a gay revolution, through 
Warhol and others. She didn’t 
make that art, but she brought it to 
consciousness. She gave people a 
vocabulary for talking about it and 
thinking about it.” 

The day after his first night in 
bed with Annie, Nuke LaLoosh 
explains to a coach that he and 
Annie didn’t have sex. Instead, she 
kept him up all night with the po¬ 
etry of Whitman. “That was much 


more exhausting than fucking.” 

In her seminal essay on Camp, 
Sontag made numerous citations of 
the epigrams of Oscar Wilde. In 
note #22, she explained, “Consid¬ 
ered a little less strictly, Camp is ei¬ 
ther completely naive or else whol¬ 
ly conscious (when one plays at 
being campy). An example of the 
latter: Wilde’s epigrams themselves.” 

Wilde, from Lady Windemere’s 
Fan: “It’s absurd to divide people 
into good or bad. People are either 
charming or tedious.” 

The heart of Sontag’s defense 
of Camp was a defense of homo¬ 
sexual taste, in fact of the debt 
America owed to several strains of 
minority taste and consciousness. 

“The peculiar relation between 
Camp and homosexuality has to 
be explained. While it’s not true 
that Camp taste is homosexual 
taste, there is no doubt a peculiar 
affinity and overlap. Not all liber¬ 
als are Jews, but Jews have shown 
a peculiar affinity for liberal and 
reformist causes. So, not all ho¬ 
mosexuals have Camp taste. But 
homosexuals, by and large, consti¬ 
tute the vanguard — and the most 
articulate audience -— of Camp. 
(The two pioneering forces of 
modern sensibility are Jewish 
moral seriousness and homosex¬ 
ual aestheticism and irony.)” 

My two favorite interviews in 
terms of intellectual rigor and just 
plain human warmth are Ron 
Shelton and Susan Sontag. In a 
later scene in Bull Durham, Annie 
gets to reply to Crash’s assault on 
Sontag. Swatting balls in a batting 
cage, Annie says, “I think Susan 
Sontag is brilliant!” V 
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Looks, smarts, lesbian history 

Actress/writer Guinevere Turner in conversation in SF 


by David Lamble 


Jf ctress-director-writer 

Guinevere Turner once 
called herself “a girly girl 
with the innards of a truck-dri¬ 
ver.” A decade after a sensational 
debut as the backwards-baseball- 
cap-wearing dyke Max West in Go 
Fish, who wins the lady in a love 
scene involving sexy undressing 
and nail-clippers, Turner contin¬ 
ues to make movies — over a 
dozen edgy titles: Chasing Amy, 
The Watermelon Woman, Kiss Me 
Guido, Latin Boys Go to Hell, 
Preaching to the Perverted and The 
Safety of Objects—as well as make 
lesbian media history. With a fil¬ 
mography eclectic enough to 
make indie-queen Parker Posey 
envious, Turner has in recent years 
devoted more of her energies to 
writing. The controversial Ameri¬ 
can Psycho was based on the novel 
by Brad Easton Ellis, in collabora- 
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tion with director Mary Harron. 
For the past two seasons, she has 
juggled acting (as Gabby Devaux) 
and writing chores on the Show¬ 
time Network’s breakthrough se¬ 
ries The L Word. 

Google her, and the first place 
you land (the first of 48,800 hits) 
is “The Goddess Guinevere Turn¬ 
er Fanpage.” Despite the conven¬ 
tional wisdom that goddesses 
need not converse with real peo¬ 
ple, most webquotes from this 
Boston native reveal a warm, witty 
show business veteran who is just 
beginning to make her mark. 

Chatting with Sarah Warn for 
AfterEllen.com, Turner noted just 
how hard it is to be an overnight 
success. 

“Everything takes a really, real¬ 
ly long time, especially getting 
your paycheck. Non-industry 
people always assume you’re real¬ 
ly famous (and hence really rich), 
and industry people ignore you 
because you’re not famous 
enough. And having been on both 
sides of the casting process, there 
are so many factors that you’ll 
never know about that go into not 



Self-described girly girl/trucker. 

choosing you for the part that you 
shouldn’t take it personally. Al¬ 
though it might well be that you’re 
fat, old, and talentless, it’s more 
likely that you’re taller than the 
guy you’d play opposite, or the 
producers decided they wanted a 
blonde at the last minute, or the 
director’s girlfriend finally con¬ 


vinced him to give her the part, or 
you remind the casting director of 
her sister that she hates.” 

Pin up 

Last year, Turner reunited with 
Mary Harron to write The Ballad 
of Betty Page, about the legendary 
’50s pin-up girl. Besides co-script¬ 
ing, Turner plays a supporting role 
as Page’s sister in a production 
made for HBO. 

Guinevere Turner will appear 
in conversation with 
filmmaker/critic Jenni Olson, 
whose first feature, The Joy of Life, 
will debut at this year’s Sundance 
Film Festival. Turner and Olson 
will likely discuss how far lesbian 
film has come in the decade be¬ 
tween Go Fish and The L Word. 

The conversation will take 
place Tuesday, January 18 at 8 
p.m., as part of Frameline’s Close- 
Up: Visionaries of Modern Cinema 
series, at the Delancey Street 
Screening Room, 600 Embar- 
cadero, in San Francisco. Take the 
Muni Metro, N Judah line, to 
Brannan Street Station. Tickets 
($12): call (415) 703-8650. Y 
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Merchant 

A Arts cover 

beautiful, fresh-faced, Texas-born 
actress (Lynn Collins as Portia). 
Collins gives a very subtle reading 
to one of Shakespeare’s most elo¬ 
quently written examples of a 
woman masquerading as a man, 
in the process unmasking chau-' 
vinism. 

The Merchant is a play, like 
Robert Altman’s Nashville, with so 
many possible heroes, anti-heroes 
and modern heroines (including 
Jessica, Shylock’s daughter, who 
betrays her father by eloping with 
a Christian) that it can leave audi¬ 
ences torn by its complex constel¬ 
lation of religious, sexual and gen¬ 
der conflicts. 

Tragic oversight 

On the morning of our con¬ 
versation, director Radford was 
still digesting the news that Mer¬ 
chant had been inexplicably over¬ 
looked by the Golden Globes 
Awards committee. The New 
Delhi-born British filmmaker is 
best-known to American filmgo- 
ers for his adaptation of George 
Orwell’s 1984 (Richard Burton’s 
last film) and for the Oscar-nom¬ 
inated II Postino (whose Italian 
star, Massimo Troisi, tragically 
didn’t live to bask in its success). 

Radford is convinced that An¬ 
tonio is gay (unlike actor Irons), 
that Bassanio is being duplicitous 
with both Antonio and Portia, 
that Shylock is tragically misun¬ 
derstood but in a intriguingly 
modern way, and that the play, in 
the end, belongs to Portia. 

“Shylock represents every sin¬ 
gle abused racial minority,” he 
said. “We had a guy in London 
who stood up at a preview and 
said, ‘I’m a Muslim, and I totally 
identify with Shylock.’ If the play 
is about anything, it’s about 
human dignity, the dignity of 
women, the dignity of Jews or any 
other racial minority, the dignity 
of homosexuals. 

“Shylock is a man whose dig¬ 
nity has been affronted. In Shake¬ 
speare’s play, it’s done by report. 
You hear about the fact that he’s 
been abused for being Jewish on 
the Rialto bridge, but you don’t 
actually see it. In the movie, you 



Al Pacino, right, plays Shylock in Michael Radford's Merchant of Venice. 


see it, which makes it much easier 
to be sympathetic with Shylock. 
Shylock can tolerate all this stuff 
as long as he can live within his 
own community. But the moment 
that his daughter Jessica runs 
away, with a Christian, he juffers 
from road rage. All of us under¬ 
stand what it’s like to have ont 
dignity affronted and want to kill 
somebody; we just don’t do it. At 
the end of the trial, he realizes he’s 
been a bad human being for going 
too far. 

“Shakespeare wrote the play in 
the wake of a profoundly anti-Se¬ 
mitic play called The Jew of Malta 
by Christopher Marlowe, which 
was making fun of Jews. The Jew 
of Malta was very popular, and be¬ 
cause he was a businessman, 
Shakespeare saw what brought 
people into the theaters and 
thought, ‘I’ll write one, too.’ But 
during the writing, a trial took 
place in London of a man called 
Dr. Rodrigo Lopez, the Queen’s 
physician and a Jew. He was 
framed and tried for treason, lead¬ 
ing to an outbreak of anti-Semi¬ 
tism in London. There’s a theory 
that Shakespeare was so appalled 
by this that he went to the trial 
and revised the character of Shy¬ 
lock, having him say, ‘Look, you 
can revile me, but don’t strip me 
of my dignity.’” 

Designing women 

Radford says the film empha¬ 
sizes the Bard’s talent for crafting 
roles for women that were 400 


years ahead of their time. “We 
know that until the Restoration, 
all women’s parts were played by 
men, so Shakespeare’s women 
were played by boys. The moment 
that actresses started to play these 
parts, they took on great sub¬ 
stance. Portia is probably his 
greatest creation. In this play, 
which is so dominated by Shylock, 
there’s this character who is actu¬ 
ally the biggest part, who is the ab¬ 
solute essence of the woman of in¬ 
telligence and wit, who grows 
throughout the play. In her dis¬ 
covery of herself in this court¬ 
room, she suddenly sees what it is 
to hold real power. She also sees 
that the man she’s about to marry 
is shallow and has a dubious rela¬ 
tionship with another man. This 
brings into focus the ring scene. I 
always see it as about Portia tak¬ 
ing her female power and throw¬ 
ing it at these people around her” 
One of the overlooked subtexts 
in the play concerns the twisted, 
tangled relationship between the 
crafty Bassanio and his benefactor 
and would-be lover Antonio. “If 
you talk to Jeremy [Irons], he 
doesn’t see Antonio as homosex¬ 
ual. In those days, your relation¬ 
ships with women were either as 
wives or as whores. They weren’t 
considered to be men’s equals in 
any kind of a way. So the friend¬ 
ship between two men was con¬ 
sidered to be profound and much 
more important. In Mediter¬ 
ranean societies, it still is. It does- 
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Dark cities on both coasts 


3rd Film Noir Festival at 


ed the original M (’31) with Peter 
Lorre, an acknowledged master¬ 
piece, so it was daring of Joseph 
Losey to remake it in ’51, moving 
it from Berlin to LA. Child-moles¬ 
ter/killer David Wayne is the ob¬ 
ject of a cop hunt, and they’re as¬ 
sisted by criminals: he’s liked by no 
one. Casting the ordinary Wayne 
in the role was inspired, and makes 
the film very disturbing. With 
Howard da Silva and Luther Adler 
(Stella’s brother). (1/16) 

He Ran All the Way (’51) was 
sexy, working-class John Garfield’s 
last film — he died shortly after 
completing it at age 39. His 
botched robbery makes him a 
fugitive from New York’s Finest. 
Sympathetic Shelley Winters falls 
for his virile charm and invites 
him home to meet her parents — 
whom he takes hostage. Garfield 
suggests a man needing accep¬ 
tance more than anything else. 
Will he betray the family he’s just 
found? In He Walked Alone (’48), 
Richard Basehart is an electronics 
genius and psychotic who begins 
as a burglar, then moves to mur¬ 
der. The LA cops pursue him, in¬ 
cluding one played by Jack Webb, 
before Dragnet. (1/17) 

Whiskey-voiced Ida Lupino is 
On Dangerous Ground (’51), 
Nicholas Ray’s complex story of a 
bitter New York cop (Robert 
Ryan) out to catch a murderer. 
Lupino is the blind sister of the 
primary suspect. Bernard Her¬ 
mann’s score adds immeasurably 
to the suspense. Few actors sug¬ 
gested sadism as effectively as 


the Balboa Theatre 


by Tavo Amador 


or this year’s Film Noir Fes¬ 
tival, running at the Balboa 
Theatre January 14-27, or¬ 
ganizer Eddie Muller is focusing 
on New York and Los Angeles, two 
dangerous cities, rather than San 
Francisco. In the process, he’s pre¬ 
senting some rarely seen examples 
of the genre, and putting others in 
a new context. 

Before winning writing and di¬ 
recting Oscars for his witty A Let¬ 
ter to Three Wives (’49) and All 
About Eve (’50), Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz helmed and co-au¬ 
thored a neglected noir. Some¬ 
where in the Night (’46). Set in LA, 
this tale of an ex-marine suffering 
from amnesia and determined to 
reconstruct his past stars John 
Hodiak, Lloyd Nolan, Richard 
Conte, and Sheldon Leonard, long 
before he became a successful tele¬ 
vision producer. Surrendering to 
temptation usually leads to trou¬ 
ble in Noir Land, even if the rea¬ 


sons are noble. Beautiful Farley 
Granger steals $30,000 and must 
hide along a Manhattan Side Street 
(’49) while fleeing from assorted 
denizens of this darkest of cities. 
Anthony Mann’s direction is sus¬ 
penseful. With the terrific Jean 
Hagen. (1/14) 

Sweet Smell of Success (’57) 
casts Burt Lancaster as J.J. Hun- 
secker, a Walter Winchell-like 
columnist, and an astonishingly 
pretty Tony Curtis as sleazy press 
agent Sidney Falco. The control¬ 
ling, sister-obsessed, megalomani- 
acal Hunsecker is truly frighten¬ 
ing; Lancaster brings a sup¬ 
pressed, dangerous physicality to 
the part. It’s one of the scariest 
performances on film. Curtis 
matches him; anxiety oozes from 
his pores. Despite the two leads, a 
splendid score, terrific Manhattan 
locations, a fine Clifford Odets 
script, and taut direction by 
Alexander Mackendrick, it failed 
commercially. Now it’s regarded as 
a landmark achievement. Norma 
Shearer, Mary Pickford, and Mae 


West refused Sunset Boulevard 
(’50) before George Cukor sug¬ 
gested Gloria Swanson to director 
and co-author Billy Wilder. As 
silent-screen star Norma 
Desmond, hellbent on a come¬ 
back, she transcends camp and is 
unforgettable: arrogant, fright¬ 
ened, delusional, controlling, 
needy, tragic. Sexy William Hold¬ 
en is sensational as her kept man, 
whose attempt to escape from her 
gilded mansion leads to murder. 
With Erich von Stroheim. (1/15) 

Million stories 

Manhattan is The Naked City 
(’48) in Jules Dassin’s influential 
documentary-style police proce¬ 
dural. As the cops search for the 
killer of a beautiful woman, they 
discover sleaziness everywhere, 
from Park Avenue penthouses to 
humble walk-ups. Soon-to-be 
blacklisted Albert Matz wrote the 
screenplay. William Daniels’ 
Oscar-winning cinematography is 
masterful. With Howard Duff and 
Barry Fitzgerald. Fritz Lang direct- 


Ryan, and in Act of Violence (’49), 
he plays a former prisoner of war 
haunted by demons. Janet Leigh is 
his lovely, clueless wife. With Van 
Heflin and the splendid Mary 
Astor. Directed by Fred Zinne- 
mann. Set in a scary LA. (1/18) 
Robert Siodmak was a noir 
master, and in Cry of the City (’48) 
he gives a new twist to the old 
story of lower-class kids who grow 
up and take divergent paths. Beefy 
Victor Mature (the ’40s version of 
a hunk, but don’t expect much) is 
respectable, boyhood pal Richard 
Conte is a felon. Their paths cross 
again, with tragic consequences. 
Shelley Winters is Conte’s old 
flame. Siodmak directed Burt 
Lancaster in Criss Cross (’48), an 
expertly written thriller. Lancast¬ 
er is tough but doomed. Creepy 
Dan Duryea is his partner in a 
sensational heist, and rival for 
treacherous Yvonne De Carlo, 
many years before she became Lily 
Munster. (1/19) T 
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Dame deserves respect 

The movie career of Shelley Winters 


Sexy, working-class John Garfield 


www.BalboaMovies.com 


by Tavo Amador 


lthough Joan Crawford re¬ 
portedly inspired Stephen 
Sondheim’s “I’m Still Here,” 
it suits Shelley Winters perfectly. 
“First you’re another sloe-eyed 
vamp/Then you’re someone’s 
mother/Then you’re camp!” sums 
up her career. But she won two 
Oscars, earning Hollywood’s 
grudging respect. Some of her 
best work is included in this year’s 
Film Noir Festival. 

Born (’22) Shirley Schrift in St. 
Louis, she grew up in Brooklyn. 
Modeling led to a successful 
revue, Pins and Needles, followed 
by several Broadway plays. Co¬ 
lumbia gave her some uncredited 
film roles, but she got billing and 
was good in Knickerbocker Holiday 
(’44), yet the studio dropped her. 

Back on Broadway, she took 
over Ado Annie in Oklahoma. 
Garson Kanin recommended her 
to gay director George Cukor for 
the too-friendly waitress killed by 
Ronald Coleman in A Double Life 
(’47), and she scored. For Univer¬ 
sal, she committed Larceny before 
getting another good part in Cry 


of the City. She was the pathetic 
Myrtle in The Great Gatsby (’49), 
dying, as she did in Take One False 
Step. She was Johnny Stool Pigeons 
moll and a South Sea Sinner (’50), 
a campy variation on Sadie 
Thompson. Out West, she played 
a floozy opposite James Stewart in 
Winchester ’ 73 , and was Frenchie. 

She persuaded George Stevens 
to make her the doomed factory- 
worker whom Montgomery Clift 
abandons for Elizabeth Taylor 
while seeking A Place in the Sun 


(’51), and she got a Best Actress 
Oscar nomination. She sheltered 
killer John Garfield in He Ran all 
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She's still here: Shelley forever. 
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Everything old is new again 

Young pianist Yundi Li has the chops for Chopin 


by Tim Pfaff 


i t’s increasingly hard to make 

Chopin sound “new” without 

resorting to eccentricity. The 
pianists who do, on the other 
hand, do it every time. The 
Scherzi on Yundi Li’s new CD, 
where they’re coupled with Im¬ 
promptus Nos. 1-3 (DG), aren’t 
exactly like the performances he 
gave of the set in San Francisco 
last April (in a San Francisco Per¬ 
formances recital that also includ¬ 
ed the Liszt Sonata, which he has 
also recorded). But then, they did¬ 
n’t sound the same (by a good 
margin, actually) on the back-to- 
back evenings he played them at 
the Florence Gould, either. 

This is not the sign of an un¬ 
formed artist or unsettled inter¬ 
preter, though Li is only 23. This 
CD, a significant step beyond his 
already impressive debut CD of 
Chopin for DG, confirms his place 
in the company of the greatest liv¬ 
ing Chopin players. Like the pi¬ 
anist-composer himself, they take 
each opportunity to perform the 
works as unique, and respond 
with all the spontaneity they can 
muster. As a result, some of the 
most familiar repertoire in music 
stays vital and even “grows.” 
Thank pianists like Li that Chopin 
is held in higher regard than ever 
as a composer. 

Recorded in Berlin last June, 
Li’s interpretations of the Scherzi 
brim with the sense of having 
been recently on the road. They’re 
practiced readings in every sense 
of the word, yet they retain the 
kind of immediacy you get with 
opera recordings made in con¬ 
junction with live performances. 

Li’s has always been “big” 
Chopin, but his ability to wring 
colossal sonorities out of the 
piano without relying on pressure 
alone has been honed to new lev¬ 
els of refinement. There’s not a 
hint of harshness to his playing at 
its most assertive. In its place is a 
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sense of command based on deep 
inner knowledge of the works. 
Call it authority. 

Throughout, Li’s sense of ru- 
bato not only informs his inter¬ 
pretations but gives the pieces that 
unmistakable sense of being living 
entities. That, along with his ca¬ 
pacity to connect the thematic 
threads that hold these impulsive 
pieces together, make for a set of 
Scherzi that excite, reveal, and 
consistently satisfy. 

Although the Scherzi are gen¬ 
erally more fire-breathing than 
not, Li’s wizardry is at its most 
fearsome in the C-sharp minor 
Scherzo, Op. 39, where the torren¬ 
tial cascades of notes emerge with 
both uncommon power and pin¬ 
point clarity. 

More impressive, Li unfurls the 
soulful, big-hearted theme that 
breaks through the pyrotechnics 
without falling back on its tempt¬ 
ing sentimentality, instead giving 
it an arc of its own, which gives 
the tune new shape and definition 
at each appearance, and greater 
meaning overall. 

Cast away 

The B-minor Scherzo, Op. 20 
alternates between a kind of 
breathless moto perpetuo and a 
gently rocking melody of lullaby 
delicacy. Li’s fusion of the dis- 



Uncommon power, pinpoint clarity. 

parate elements is consummate, 
yet what amazes is his capacity to 
give every figure that appears in 
repetition a distinctively new cast 
without fracturing its essential 
character, shape, or color. 

He pushes the already urgent 
B-flat minor Scherzo, Op. 31 — 
the one with the recurrent, spider¬ 
legged figure forever creeping up 
on you — to daring extremes of 
speed and volume without any 
loss of clarity in the line. The feel¬ 
ing Li gives — of taking you on a 
headlong plunge through the 
pieces, with a master guide who 


knows their every twist and turn 
— is at the heart of what makes 
these interpretations so thrilling. 

While Li’s delicacy and suavity 
are equally important parts of his 
playing, his is essentially demonic 
Chopin — not in the Halloween 
sense, but rather keenly attuned to 
the spirit that drives each piece. 
The most elusive of the Scherzos, 
the E Major, Op. 54, gains most 
from that artistic perspective. I 
admit I never quite understood it 
until I heard Li play it in SF. His 
CD rendition is even more settled. 
The nocturne Chopin tucks into 
the core of the piece receives a 
rapturous reading that, like the 
eye of a storm, keeps the whirling 
figures around it in meaningful 
. shapes. 

The three Impromptus (Op. 29 
in A-flat, Op. 36 in F-sharp, and 
Op. 51 in G-flat) share the same 
sense of impulsiveness (apropos 
of their names), even impetuosi¬ 
ty. Their greater evanescence gives 
Li a chance to play with more dap¬ 
pled colors, and the sureness of his 
touch is every bit as much in evi¬ 
dence. Some serious floating goes 
on here, a foil to the relentlessness 
of the Scherzos. 

Only the concentration and 
transfixing beauty of both the 
playing and the music never let 
up. T 


Around the world 

From Poland to South Africa on CD 

by Jason Serinus 


Pictures from the Street - Motion 
Trio (Asphalt-Tango Records) 

I reconceptions of accordion 
music as hokey or musically 
limited vanish upon playing 
this mind-opening disc. Featuring 
original compositions by mem¬ 
bers of Poland’s Motion Trio, the 
music ranges from up-tempo, 
high-spirited affairs to others that 
bubble along in a manner remi¬ 
niscent of Nino Rota’s music for 
Fellini. In keeping with South 
American accordion tradition, 
there are several original tangos. 
But there’s also a unique version 
of the classic folk dance “Aide 
Jano,” works that show the influ¬ 
ence of jazz and rock, and a bonus 
“Stars” video playable on both PC 
and Mac. 

The video is especially wild, 
with space-music sounds and 
Glass-like minimalist repetition 
accompanying equally outre, un¬ 
abashedly self-promoting images. 
The trio has won the Grand Prix 
at the 4th Krzysztof Penderecki 
International Competition of 
Contemporary Chamber Music in 
Krakow; each of its members, 
ranging in age from 26 to 34, has 
also won a handful of prizes as a 
soloist. The years they’ve spent 
honing their craft on the streets 
pay off in a stunning recorded 
debut. 

Amor - Natalie Dessay (EMI) 

When it comes to amor, high¬ 
flying soprano Natalie Dessay’s 
new recital of opera scenes and 
lieder (songs) by Richard Strauss 
has me head over heals. From 
Zerbinetta’s delightful, impossi- 
ble-to-sing coloratura showpiece 



Ladysmith Black Mambazo comes to Zellerbach Hall on February 3. 


from Ariadne auf Naxos (com¬ 
plete with a perfect, rarely at¬ 
tempted stratospheric trill) to the 
two great silver- and pink-hued 
duets and transcendent trio from 
Strauss’ great romantic opera Der 
Rosenkavalier, Dessay’s beautiful 
tone, apt phrasing, and infectious 
spirit illumine Strauss’ soaring 
melodies with love and joy. If 
you’ve ever wondered why some 
people wax ecstatic over opera, 
give this a listen. 

For those who know the music 
of Richard Strauss only from the 
thunderous chords of his early 
tone poem Also Sprach Zarathus- 
tra played at the opening of the 
movie 2001, uncover the pleasure 
of his vocal music. The four 
Brentano Lieder, capped by the 
bubbly “Amor,” are one of the 
composer’s many gifts to the so¬ 
prano voice. The Arabella duet, 


originally composed for Lotte 
Lehmann, combines beauty and 
nostalgia in Strauss’ soaring man¬ 
ner. Soloists Felicity Lott, Natalie 
Dessay, and Angelika 
Kirschschlager receive ideal sup¬ 
port from Antonio Pappano and 
the Orchestra of the Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden in the 
Rosenkavalier Trio. 

No Boundaries - Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo (Heads Up 15) 

In over 30 years of performing, 
South Africa’s a cappella male en¬ 
semble Ladysmith Black Mam¬ 
bazo has achieved renown for 
their tight, sonorous harmonies 
and uplifting performances. 
Thanks to their 1986 Graceland 
collaboration with Paul Simon, 
they have also garnered one 
much-deserved Grammy and 
page 41 ► 
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Audre Lorde remembered 


year, Lorde published Chosen 
Poems: Old and New, which were 
met with some fierce and often 
condescending reviews. Publishers 
Weekly wrote that for Lorde, “po¬ 
etry is an expression of whatever 
happens to be on your mind at 
any given time.” The review went 
on to remark that she “is by and 
large unconcerned with the me¬ 
chanics of poetry, her voice is 
undistinguished.” 

Addressing Winnie Mandela in 
the poem “The Evening News,” 
she writes: “in the streets of Sowe¬ 
to and Brooklyn/(what does it 
mean/our wars/being fought by 
our children?) 

“there is no metaphor for 
blood/flowing from children/ 
these are your deaths/or your 
judgments.” 

Lorde was a voice few could ig¬ 
nore, whose work became essen¬ 
tial reading. Although she often 
“stood out as an angry, accusatory, 
isolated black feminist lesbian 
voice,” more than a decade after 
her death, Lorde remains a com¬ 
pelling figure in contemporary 
American letters. ▼ 


necessity to resist the divide-and- 
conquer tactics that historically 
segregated differing communities 
from each other.” 

Two lives 

De Veaux appropriately divides 
her biography of Lorde into two 
parts. She “lived two lives — in 
her first, the themes of escape, 
freedom, and self-actualization 
were crucial determinants.” Her 
second life came after having been 
diagnosed first with breast cancer, 
and eventually with liver cancer. 
De Veaux is most observant in 
concluding her biography before 
her final battle with the disease, 
and it is a curious dilemma for bi¬ 
ographers: should writers be re¬ 
membered for their work or for 
the various diseases that, very 
often, alter their “personality, cre¬ 
ativity, and social activism,” and 
inevitably silence their voices? 

The Cancer Journals (1980), 
published by Spinsters Ink, would 
be her classic account of her phys¬ 
ical and emotional struggle with 
breast cancer, and it “pioneered 
wider discourse on the disease 
within feminist circles.” 

Zami: A New Spelling of My 
Name (1982) would become 
Lorde’s “masterwork” that exam¬ 
ined her “complex identities,” in¬ 
cluding her rootlessness and 
search for a spiritual home: “Carry 
my heart to some shore/that my 
feet will not shelter/Do not let me 
die/still/needing to be a stranger.” 

Zami is essentially a “quest for 
love, identity, and the soul’s fulfill¬ 
ment that recognized the poet’s 
Caribbean heritage.” In the same 


poetry collection Coal (1976) and 
“Norton’s stamp of approval, 
Audre Lorde became the first out 
black lesbian to crash the gates of 
the literary mainstream.” Initially, 
W.W. Norton rejected the manu¬ 
script, and it was rumored that it 
was Adrienne Rich’s “quiet input” 
that would encourage Norton to 
finally publish the book. Her iden¬ 
tity as a “black, lesbian, feminist, 
mother, poet warrior” would un¬ 
fortunately relegate her to the sta¬ 
tus of outsider in the world of lit¬ 
erary publishing. Along with di 
Prima, Lorde would “owe a great 
debt” to Rich, who both support¬ 
ed and promoted her work and 
publication. 

Creatively, Lorde would rail 
against “this curse of writing” and 
the need to have “the courage to 
create,” but would struggle to con¬ 
tinue to do so, publishing 14 
books over her lifetime, five under 
the Norton imprint. A longtime 
editor for Chrysalis magazine, 
Lorde was often uncomfortable 
with “white feminist audiences,” 
in particular academics: tenured 
professors, managers, and depart¬ 
ment-heads of various women’s 
studies programs who became, in 
her mind, nothing more than an 
“ole girls network.” 

Politically, Lorde was “a veteran 
of many social wars, she under¬ 
stood the fight for lesbian and gay 
liberation as one of the last fron¬ 
tiers upon which social justice, in 
America, would be fought.” She 
would argue against “the politics 
of exclusion” in the nascent years 
of the feminist and gay liberation 
movements, and “warned of the 
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by Garland Richard Kyle 


Warrior Poet - A Biography of 
Audre Lorde by Alexis De Veaux; 
W.W. Norton 

^ ny writer undertaking the 
task of the first biography 
of controversial and pio¬ 
neering poet Audre Lorde, who 
“spent a lifetime defying socially 
imposed boundaries,” has a 
tremendous responsibility and a 
formidable task. Alexis De Veaux 
has taken her project to heart in 
producing Warrior Poet, a most 
impressive account of the life and 
work of Audre Lprde. With much 
sensitivity and care, De Veaux not 
only provides readers with the pri¬ 
vate and public persona of the 
poet, but also examines the many 
“competing truths” that arose in 


researching Lorde’s life. This is a 
difficult and often delicate balance 
to sustain in the writing of an ac¬ 
count of anyone’s life, especially 
that of Audre Lorde. 

Born in Harlem of Grenadian 
parents, Lorde had a troublesome 
childhood where, by her own ad¬ 
mission, she felt “lonely, unwant¬ 
ed, and unloved.” Although she 
describes her father’s nature as 
“silent, intense, and unforgiving,” 
Lorde grew up in an “insular, 
black female world.” Her working 
mother was emotionally distant, 
and both parents were very much 
a product of the provincial culture 
of the English-speaking 
Caribbean. High-school classmate 
and longtime friend Diane di 
Prima early on observed in Lorde 
“depths of sadness, a lot of secrets, 
and a lot of reserve.” 

With the publication of her 


Bedtime stories 


by Jim Piechota 


The Best American Erotica 2005 
edited by Susie Bright; Touch¬ 
stone/Simon & Schuster, $14 

his popular literary series, 
edited for the past 13 years 
by fiercely productive sexol¬ 
ogist Susie Bright, is just as hot 
and horny here in its 2005 incar¬ 
nation, and sure to incite a great 
amount of one-handed reading. 
The best thing about this annual 
release is that it consistently caters 
to wide-ranging tastes and fetish¬ 
es, and doesn’t subscribe to a nar¬ 
row sexual panorama, as so many 
other collections do. There is 
something here for every procliv¬ 
ity under the rainbow. 

Steve Almond, the genius be¬ 
hind last year’s Candyfreak, opens 
the collection with “Slippy for 
President,” in which a college dork 
who moves into off-campus hous¬ 
ing with three hot blondes be¬ 
comes “the man” after everyone 
drops Ecstasy and inhibitions 
magically unfurl. Award-winning 
writer Mary Gaitskill’s luminous, 
eloquent story “The Ugly Cock 
Dance” illustrates the footloose 
choreography between a wistful 
husband and his weary wife whose 
vagina “felt tentative, weak and 
blind, like the moles her cat used 
to drag in.” 

Like sex itself, sometimes the 
quick, more concentrated entries 
often make the most memorable 


impressions. While Robert Gluck’s 
penetrating recollection of his first 
gay experience in 1969 and local 
sexpert Carol Queen’s deliciously 
titillating summer story are only 
two pages long, both are as im¬ 
mensely satisfying as wolfing 
down a midnight snack over the 
kitchen counter. 

San Francisco-based BDSM 
educator Mistress Morgana 
Maye’s fascinating and informa¬ 
tively rich “session notes” might 
make readers long for a more ad¬ 
venturous sex life in the same way 
that (also local) Greta Christina’s 
“View from the Fourteenth Floor” 
will. Other highlights range from 
61-year-old Bert Hart’s colonial, 
bodice-ripping daydream “My Pu¬ 
ritan Reader” and the African- 
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Global village people 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 


elevision testifies to what a 
small planet Earth is. Star 
Trek taught us that years 
ago, from the vantage point of 
galaxies far, far away. But the 
tsunami catastrophe has under¬ 
scored it like nothing else in recent 
memory. Since December 26, 
other news has managed to eke 
onto the airwaves — Brad (Pitt) 
and Jen (Aniston) are splitting up; 
Wolfgang Puck is making 
adorable little canapes in the 
shape of Oscars for the Academy 
Awards; the Bushes have a new 
dog, Miss Beazley but frivolity 
has taken a back seat over the past 
weeks as this monumental human 
and planetary tragedy plays out. 

Play out it will, for years to 
come. But in the immediate after- 
math, the video images are stun¬ 
ning, heart- and gut-wrenching in 
the truest senses of those cliche 
phrases. Diane Sawyer was one of 
the first major newspeople on the 
scene, reporting for Good Morning 


America. Putting an individual 
face on the vastness of the horror 
was her spin, and with her we 
watched a California man, his son 
and daughter search for the fourth 
member of their family, the miss¬ 
ing middle daughter, just turned 
15. As Sawyer talked to him of his 
fears, that she would not be found 
alive, her sister found a photo¬ 
graph among the hundreds of 
dead. The daughter/sister they 
had prayed was still alive and sim¬ 
ply lost somewhere was officially, 
irrevocably dead. Their grief, 
staved off by hope for several days, 
came crashing onto them with the 
force of the wave that had killed 
this beautiful young girl. 

Yet this family was among the 
lucky ones who knew what had 
happened to their loved ones, 
even if the result was tragic. Thou¬ 
sands more will never know what 
happened to their missing, many 
of whom were swept out to sea. 
Oprah’s designer guru of home 
makeovers, Nate Berkus, was va¬ 
cationing in Phuket with his part¬ 
ner, fashion photographer Fer- 
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nando Bengoechea, when Fernan¬ 
do was swept away by the wave. 

Only ABC, as reported by 
Sawyer the day after the tragedy, 
was able to say the word “partner.” 
Other networks referred to Fer¬ 
nando as Nate’s “good friend,” in¬ 
cluding closet-case Jerry Penna- 
coli on Extra, who said Nate re¬ 
fused to leave the island until he 
found Fernando. For those who 
can’t seem to grasp why 
queers want the same 
rights as straights, this 
would be a reason. 

The coverage super¬ 
model Petra Nemkova 
received when her 
lover, fashion pho¬ 
tographer Simon 
Atlee, was 
swept away was 
massive. Nate 
and Fernando 
were a footnote. (Except to good 
friend Oprah. According to ET, 
Oprah sent a special team of for¬ 
mer Marines to help find Fernan¬ 
do.) 

Meanwhile, Nate himself did¬ 
n’t seem to have a problem declar¬ 
ing his love for Fernando. His 
website give this statement: “I am 
safe. Your prayers have been a 
blessing through all of this. The 
search for my partner Fernando 
Bengoechea continues, and your 
support in this search has provid¬ 
ed comfort and solace to me and 
those close to Fernando. I ask that 
we all continue to pray and come 
together, as a people, in providing 
aid to those in need. I thank you 
for allowing me and those close to 
me to have the time we need to 
heal through this devastation.” He 
followed his statement with a list 
of aid organizations that folks can 
contribute to. 

Other TV and movie celebs 
have done their part to aid victims 
of the tsunami as well, although 
one question does resound: Why 
are those raising money for the 
victims the same left-leaning faces 
we always see: Sandra Bollock, 
Leonardo Di Caprio, Susan Saran¬ 
don, George Clooney, Alysa Mi¬ 
lano, Sarah Jessica Parker, Ellen 
DeGeneres, Jane Kaczmarek, 
Bradley Whitford, Jay Leno and 
many others. What happens to the 
Republicans when tragedy strikes? 
Must they always rush to an 
undisclosed location? Patricia 
Heaton is certainly raking in the 
bucks from her Emmys for Every¬ 
body Loves Raymond and her 
commercial deals. Why wasn’t she 
(just one example of the right 
wing of Hollywood) pledging 
some bucks and helping to raise 
them? 

American misstep 

No tragedy is without its coun¬ 
terpoint debacle, and TV has 
recorded the latest. Beyond the 
embarrassment of having both 
the UN and the Red Cross ad¬ 
monish the Bush Administration 
for “stinginess,” beyond the ap¬ 
palling lack of political finesse by 
President Bush refusing to speak 
out personally about the tragedy 
until four days after it happened, 
beyond the cravenness of Bush 
sending his brother Jeb with lame- 
duck Secretary of State Colin 
Powell to the region (Jeb being the 
frontrunner for 2008), beyond the 
Bush-mandated decision to make 
private donations to tsunami re¬ 
lief creditable to 2004 tax returns 
in order to pass the buck to the 
private sector and ordinary indi¬ 
viduals, beyond all the missteps 
and missed opportunities to help 
the world’s most populous Mus¬ 
lim nation, Indonesia, and the 
world’s poorest people, was the 


simple fact that through either in¬ 
competence or mean-spiritedness, 
the Bush Administration (don’t 
blame the US government and 
certainly not the very generous US 
citizens) has taken a proprietary 
stance in the region of the disaster 
without complementing that with 
aid. 

Australia has an eighth of the 
US population and less than a 
10th of the US GDP, so why are 
they the lead donor? Why 
is the US so far down 
the list? And why is 
the US media lauding 
Bush’s efforts, which 
are not commensurate 
with US capabilities, 
when TV worldwide is 
doing just the 
opposite? 

As recently 
as presstime, 
Powell (who surrendered his last 
shred of dignity throughout this 
catastrophe by haggling with peo¬ 
ple like George Stephanopoulous 
on This Week over what the US 
should give) was saying the US 
promise of money was just that, 
and we weren’t giving any more 
than the few million we’ve surren¬ 
dered until it was necessary. Boo, 
hiss. If this were an NBA game, 
we’d toss a drink at you! 


TV also gave us a few more un¬ 
savory tidbits about the fallout 
from the tsunami, namely that 
Arab TV ha$ formed its own view 
of the disaster: It was caused by 
Americans doing nuclear testing 
in the area. This would be viewed 
everywhere as just another crazy 
conspiracy theory if the US 
weren’t still building new nuclear 
weapons, a nuclear submarine 
hadn’t been lost near the affected 
area, and the US hadn’t terrorized 
the entire Middle East with the 
war on Iraq. As it happens, it isn’t 
accurate. But tell that to the mil¬ 
lions of Muslims watching world¬ 
wide. Still winning those hearts 
and minds.... 

Speaking of hearts and minds, 
kudos to Sen. Barbara Boxer, who 
still has hers, for being the only 
Senator willing to take a stand on 
the formalizing of the vote count 
for the 2004 election. Outrageous 
problems at polling places in Ohio 
led once again to a seeming disen¬ 
franchisement of voters of color 
in November. When the certifica¬ 
tion of the electoral college votes 
came to Capitol Hill last week, 
Boxer stood before millions on 
TV for integrity. Brava! 

Torture maven 

We know TV is prone to re¬ 
runs, but it did seem like deja vu 
all over again on January 7 when 
the same Democratic faces (as 
well as renegade Republican Sens. 
Arlen Specter and Lindsay Gra¬ 
ham) pounded Attorney General- 
designate Alberto Gonzalez dur¬ 
ing the hearings for his confirma¬ 
tion. Once again, the photos of 
Abu Ghraib were shown on every 
network. Once again, the memos 
by Gonzalez touting the Geneva 
Convention as “obsolete” and 
“quaint” were blasted across the 
small screen. If this were an 
episode of Law & Order, Gonzalez 
would not be confirmed. If only 
life would imitate art more often. 


That imitation has been well- 
served by this season’s superb re- 
crafting of NBC’s The West Wing. 
Alison Janney is making her way 
toward another Emmy with her 
performance as Chief of Staff CJ 
Craig. This week found conserva¬ 
tive blogs insinuating that CJ was 
a lesbian (the character has always 
been decidedly straight, if unlucky 
in her choices). Discourse on how 
to address the issue — a statement 
saying she wasn’t gay, and so forth 
— was discussed. An anti-gay- 
marriage rider was being tacked 
onto a budget bill. Half the staff 
was for expediency, and half was 
for integrity — just like real life. In 
the end, the President demanded 
the rider be removed from the bill, 
and CJ refused to answer the press 
on the issue of her sexuality, say¬ 
ing it was none of their business, 
but that no one should be treated 
this way. WW makes us wish Jed 
Bartlet were President instead of 
Mr. Compassionate Conservative. 

Another queer storyline to 
watch is evolving on NYPD Blue, 
where Currie Graham’s new lieu¬ 
tenant is a closet case who has al¬ 
ready been taken by a hustler. It 
looks promising. Perhaps a way 
will be found to get Bill Brochtrup 
some action as well, since he’s 
been playing queer for eight sea¬ 


sons on the show thus far, with 
nary a storyline. 

Other VCR alerts include 
NBC’s new drama Medium, with 
Patricia Arquette. It’s fabulous, 
and Arquette is super in the role 
of the seer who helps police solve 
crimes. Edgy, creepy, fun: every¬ 
thing one wants in a well-written, 
well-acted drama, and so rarely 
gets. NBC’s new sitcom Commit¬ 
ted is a miss, however. Don’t let 
the promos with the guy in the 
wheelchair fool you. This is just 
another relationship sitcom as 
paralyzed as the guy in the chair. 

The new CBS reality series 
Wickedly Perfect is for all those 
Nate wannabes. In the Survivor 
slot, it’s a delightful if guilty plea¬ 
sure as we see would-be design 
doyennes vaunt their stuff. We can 
just see Martha Stewart angling to 
watch it in the common room at 
Camp Cupcake. 

On an even queerer front, we 
are so happy the Christmas mira¬ 
cle brought Bianca and her baby 
back together. But will the new 
year get Bianca a girlfriend? Mag¬ 
gie still seems game, even if 
Jonathan is trying to undercut her 
return to Bianca’s arms. Well 
worth staying tuned. Now cele¬ 
brating its 35th anniversary, All My 
Children just gets better and better. 

Finally, we saw Nelson Mandela 
talking on the news the other day. 
He revealed that his only surviving 
son, Makbatho, had just died of 
complications due to AIDS. Man¬ 
dela, whose personal suffering 
never seems to end, said he want¬ 
ed to break the silence because that 
is the only way AIDS will be de- 
stigmatized, treated and cured. In 
case anyone in Washington is 
watching, that’s what a world 
leader looks like: selfless and con¬ 
cerned for the greater good. 

If you haven’t yet made a do¬ 
nation to the tsunami effort, sev¬ 
eral telethons are being held in 
upcoming days by lefty celebs. ▼ 



If this were an episode of ‘Law & 
Order/ Attorney General-designate 
Alberto Gonzalez would not be 
confirmed. If only life imitated art. 

























Merchant 

M page 28 

n’t mean to say that you’re neces¬ 
sarily homosexual. I happen to 
think that Antonio is and Bassanio 
isn’t. Bassanio uses him. What’s 
important is the relationship be¬ 
tween them. Whether they’ve ac¬ 
tually done it or not is kind of un¬ 
interesting.” 

Radford notes that setting part 
of the film in Venice — with its 
colorful, fetid street-life, bare¬ 
breasted prostitutes, food mer¬ 
chants and masked figures up to 
no good — allowed him to make 
certain analogies to today’s global 
politics. “The Venetians were only 
interested in getting rich, and the 
Jews helped them to do that. In 
fact, the Jews were very rich, too, 
and they had great friendships 
with the Muslims. It’s funny to 
think of them in this day and age, 
but actually there was no anti- 


Jewish quality at all amongst the 
Muslims.” 

Radford chillingly explains 
why, after 400 years, The Merchant 
of Venice is still too raw a drama 
for modern sensibilities. 

“There’s a moment when they 
have brought Shylock to his knees, 
when they order him to become a 
Christian. That’s often seen as the 
most devastating anti-Semitic 
moment in the play. It’s not. If you 
see it in modern psychological 
terms (the way Jeremy Irons plays 
it), Antonio thinks he’s doing Shy- 
lock a favor, that he’s saving his 
soul! 

“I’ve been quoted often as say¬ 
ing that that’s what we appear to 
be doing in Iraq. We’re saving peo¬ 
ple’s souls who don’t want to be 
saved. And in doing it, we take 
away their self-respect. You take 
away a man’s self-respect, and he 
becomes very dangerous indeed. 
And that’s what they do to Shy- 
lock.” Opens Friday. ▼ 


Impossible dreamer 


Patty Griffin writes the songs 


by Gregg Shapiro 


cclaimed singer/songwriter 
Patty Griffin, whose songs 
have been covered by Bette 
Midler, Emmylou Harris, and The 
Dixie Chicks, comes out testifying 
on her album Impossible Dream 
(ATO). You can almost hear her 
raising her hand over head and 
stomping her foot as she sings the 
album-opener, “Love Throw a 
Line.” The material takes a serious 
but accessible turn on the rest of 
the disc. 

Gregg Shapiro: You celebrated a 
milestone birthday, 40, this year. 
How did you mark the occasion? 

Patty Griffin: We did our big 
celebration in New Orleans, one 
of my favorite places in the world. 
My parents came, and a lot of 
friends came. Just walked around 
the beautiful old city. 

There's a spiritual/gospel/tent-re¬ 
vival quality to some of the songs 
on your new disc. 

Well, I listen to that old-time, 
country gospel kind of stuff, 
specifically the Staple Singers, 
their older stuff. The songs were 
written by people who were either 
slaves or not far removed from 
slavery. They’re talking about very 
painful things, yet every time I lis¬ 
ten to a Staples record, within 15 
minutes I feel really hopeful and 
uplifted! 

That type of music is almost a 
way to dance your troubles away. 
There’s beauty in that music. It’s 
sort of written into the formula. 

"Cold As It Gets" rang for me as 
a powerful, timeless antiwar song. 
Have you had the chance to per¬ 
form it at any antiwar events? 

It’s really inspired by a story 
about the Holocaust. I never 
meant for it to be an antiwar song, 
although I am antiwar in every 
way. I don’t believe wars ever solve 
anything. 

The song was inspired by a 
story I heard from Americans who 
were kept in concentration camps 
and experienced the march they 


'I'm a blubbering, emotional person.' 


sent everybody on when the Allied 
troops were moving in to take 
over Germany. I heard a story 
about somebody who had spent 
the last couple years of his life 
being tortured, and could barely 
hold a gun, and the first thing he 
wanted to do was have a gun. You 
know, a lot of these guys wanted 
to have their guns back, and go 
and kill these people. One of the 
guys wanted to steal a car and 
hunt down the person who had 
really harmed him. It was a reve¬ 
lation to me that that kind of 
darkness would create that kind of 
darkness. That’s what the song 
came out of. 

I saw a documentary on PBS 
last summer about Berga, the con¬ 
centration camp where they sent 
American POWs if they suspected 
them of being Jewish. 

How would you describe your 
style? 

I think I’m a big, blubbering, 
emotional person! When I’m 
singing, I’m trying to push 
through to a higher place to look 
at things from. 

There's a coda sung by your par¬ 
ents at the end of "Top of the 
World." That seems like a person¬ 


al thing to share with your fans. 
What was the impetus for that? 

The record has a lot to do with 
my own fears and doubts for the 
future of human beings. And my 
parents have lived through so 
much. They both lived through 
the Depression, my father was a 
veteran of WWII. He was part of 
the Normandy Beach D-Day inva¬ 
sion; he survived it. They’ve taken 
all of this stuff they’ve lived 
through and really focused on 
their responsibility and their hu¬ 
manity. I think they’re really in¬ 
spiring people, and I’m also very 
aware of their imperfections. 

I understand you were joined by 
Phoebe Snow at your Cutting 
Room showcase in NYC. What 
was that like? 

It was pretty fun! I was little 
when “Poetry Man” was a big hit, 
but my older sister was in love 
with her. It was really exciting to 
hear her sing two feet away from 
me. 

What does it mean to you to be a 
singer/songwriter at this time in 
musical history? 

I feel lucky that it’s what I do 
for a living. I’m sure you can re¬ 
late, being a writer. We’re really 
lucky that we have a platform to 
speak from, and try to connect to 
other human beings. A lot of peo¬ 
ple don’t have that outlet, and I 
think it’s really important, right 
now, to be able to connect with 
others. ▼ 
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p Jack Off Warehouse 

at the Circle 4 Club 


SPs Only Nighttime and Daytime J/O Club 
Club open daily ID a.m. * midnight 
JIO Warehouse open daily 12 noon until closing 
Mandatory clothes chock Tue & Fri era • Optional Sat & Sun 

Circle 4 Club 

369 Ellis St. (between Jones & Taylor) 

San Francisco 415.474.6995 
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Brian McDonald's "Recent Developments in the Salad Industry" is on 
display at National Product. See Friday. 




alendare 


by Mark Mardon 


Lorca and more 

T his week begins with a bang. The weekend is packed with rich 
cultural events, many with a strong queer connection, so 
don’t say there’s nothing to do in San Francisco. 

On the menu are Hector Schujman’s What A Crime! Garda 
Lorca, a play about one of the great gay writers of the last centu¬ 
ry, persecuted by a right-wing, repressive state that could not tol¬ 
erate his liberal politics, and especially detested his homosexuality. 
Jose Luis Leiva directs the production at the Mission Cultural Cen¬ 
ter for Latino Arts, which runs through February 5. 

One of the dance scene’s most famous choreographers, Remy 
Charlip, teamed up with fellow choreographer/dancer Joanna Hai- 
good to create Dances Around the House, a solo piece by Hai- 
good that brings to life some of Charlip’s famed “Air Mail Dances,” 
the sort of entertainment Charlip has been bringing to the world 
for decades. He and Haigood are utilizing the unique space at The 
Exploratorium to play with shadows. 

It’s been a long time coming, but Tommi Avicolli Mecca’s solo 
piece Italian.Queer.Dangerous opens Friday at the Jon Sims Cen¬ 
ter for the Arts, and its a chance for locals to find out what makes 
this city’s most outspoken queer activist tick. Is he really all that 
dangerous? 

Princess Bride returns for an extended run at The Dark Room, 
that tiny hole of a theater in the Mission District, and if you can 
squeeze in you’re guaranteed a load of laughs and much derring-do 
as a great cast including the dashing Josh Lenn and the lovely Nancy 
Bower recreate this pirate farce with much grimacing and scowling 
on the part of the villains and many heroics on the part of the good 
guys, with some lively fencing thrown in. 

The Lamplighters are back at Yerba Buena Center Theatre with 
another Gilbert and Sullivan masterpiece, Yeoman of the Guard, 
and if you aren’t already on the G&S bandwagon, hop on before 
you get left behind! The always-campy G&S romps will lift your 
spirits with much silliness and some very dizzy songs, all rendered 
with style and panache by the very talented Lamplighters crew. 

Mary Alice Fry and her Footloose project have found a new 
home at Dance Mission, and are presenting a full month of Women 
on the Way (WOW), packed with an amazing array of artists. Pay 
special attention to Fresh Meat Productions in Choreographer’s 
Repertory section, as Sean Dorsey presents her sweet, short piece, 
Second Kiss, in which he and a partner enact “an honest, vulner¬ 
able and humorous portrait of a 4th grade genderqueer’s adrena¬ 
line-filled plunge into first love. Says Dorsey: “Second Kiss tells the 
story of the narrator (myself) who — passing as a boy — has his 
first kiss with the magnetic new girl in school.” 

The Cockettes continue to host weekend salons in conjunc¬ 
tion with Rumi Missabu’s magnificent, hugely colorful installation 
at the Giorgi Gallery in Berkeley, and this coming weekend the 
focus is on the remarkable jackets and wall hangings created by Bill 
Bowers and Mark Phillips, which have attracted many prolonged 
oohs and aahs over the past two weekends. Plus there’s music by 
Farasha, projections by Fayette, and a special showing of Cockettes- 
related films by Tomata du Plenty and others at Gilman Street, the 
famed Berkeley punk-rock warehouse. T 


ErL14 

What A Crime! Garcia Lorca 
@ Mission Cultural Center 

Opening night: Teatro Didactico Popular 
and MCCLA present What A Crime! Garda 
Lorca (iQue Crimen!; Garda Lorca), a play 
by Hector Schujman. Directed by Jose Luis 
Leiva. Federico Garcia Lorca is one of the 
giants of Spanish literature. But in 1936 he 
became an early casualty of the Spanish 
civil war when he was assassinated by the 
Falangists of Francisco Franco's regime. 

The play What A Crime! Garcia Lorca is 
based on a study which looks at the duplici¬ 
ty between the Church and the Falangists 
and the role they played in Lorca's murder. 
Blending Lorca's stunning poetry, and jux¬ 
taposing it against the harshness of right- 
wing military reality, playwright Schujman 
and director Leiva create a tapestry of ideas 
through the use of magical realism. The ac¬ 
tors bring to life the passion of this literary 
genius and the cruelty and arbitrary nature 
of Francisco Franco's Nationalists. Says di¬ 
rector Leiva: "The Falange targeted Lorca 
because he was so advanced in his thinking 
and fostering of popular theatre, which gave 
him a left-wing reputation, and because he 
was gay... To be gay in that time was com¬ 
parable to heresy." $20 adults; $10 se¬ 
nior/student. 8pm Thu.-Sat.. Closes Satur¬ 
day, February 5. Mission Cultural Center 
for Latino Arts, 2868 Mission St. Tix: 415- 
643-2785. Info: 415-643-5001; www.mis- 
sionculturalcenter.org. 

Italian.Queer.Dangerous 
@ Jon Sims Center 

Opening night: Jon Sims Center for the Arts 
presents Italian.Queer.Dangerous, a one- 
man show featuring Tommi Avicolli Mecca, 
directed by Francesca Prada. Through 
monologue and spoken word, well-known 
San Francisco queer activist and writer 
Avicolli Mecca tells his story of growing up 
gay in South Philly's Little Italy. At age 19, 
fired up with new pride in being gay, he 
came out to the world — and his traditional 
Roman Catholic southern Italian famiglia 
— on a TV talk show. The rest is history, 
and the subject of this performance. $5-10 
sliding (N0TAFL0F). Seating is limited. 
8pm. Plays Fri. & Sat. nights only, Jan. 

14,15; 21, 22; 28, 29. Jon Sims Center, 
1519 Mission St. (btwn Van Ness & 11th 
Tix/info: 415-554-0402; 
www.jonsimsctr.org 

Princess Bride: The Play 
@ The Dark Room 

Princess Bride: The Play, Impossible Pro¬ 
duction's tribute to the hottest fairy tale 
ever written. The impossibly lovely Butter¬ 
cup falls in love with Westley, a poor, per¬ 
fect farm boy who dies at the hands of the 
Dread Pirate Roberts. The fabled hunter, 
Prince Humperdinck, convinces Buttercup 
to marry him, but not before the land's 
most notorious criminal ensemble, Vizzini 
the Sicillian, Fezzik the giant and Inigo the 
fencer, kidnap her — with the mysterious 
Man in Black hot on their trail. They face 
the Cliffs of Insanity, traverse the Fire 
Swamp, rage against the Machine and go to 
the Chapel of Love; but they'll need a Mira¬ 
cle before this inconceivable epic of pas¬ 
sions ends happily ever after. Directed by 
Cameron Eng & Jim Fourniadis and pro¬ 
duced by Erin Ohanneson & Cameron Eng. 
Starring: Don Wood, Nancy Bower, Josh 
Lenn, John Filgas, Mark Para, Cameron 
Eng, Jim Fourniadis, Seanetta, Laura Drus, 
and Patrick Biggs. $15 at the door; $12.50 
at www.acteva.com/go/impprod. Shows are 
Fridays and Saturdays at 8pm and Sundays 
at 4pm; January 14, 15, 16, 21, 22, 23, 

28, 29, and 30, 2005 The Dark Room The¬ 
ater, 2263 Mission St (btwn 18th & 19th). 
Info: www.darkroomsf.com 

WOW @ Dance Mission 

Footloose presents the Fifth Annual Women 
on the Way Festival (Wow). A three-week 
program curated by Artistic Director Mary 
Alice Fry. Tonight: Mina Liccione in Della 
Pancha and Counterpointe in tearher and 
Obstructing Sidewalk Traffic. Plus: Choreo¬ 
grapher's Repertory featuring Company 
Mecanique Dance Theater with Sara Shel- 
ton-Mann; Fresh Meat Productions with 
Sean Dorsey; Jenice Acosta Movers; Frank 
and Bryan Dance with Hilary Bryan, and 
Angelina Nicole's Imaginary Friends. The 
festival runs Jan. 13-30, Thu.-Sun. $15- 
$20 sliding. 8pm. Dance Mission, 3316 
24th St. (at Mission). Tix/info: 415-289- 
2000 ; www.ftloose.org 

Baggage Claim @ The LAB 

Choreographers Ann Robideaux and Paula 
Plessas, with composer Ted Coffey, present 
Baggage Claim, a dance that explores .the 
various meanings of travel and the intrigues 
of venturing upon life's inner journey. Per¬ 
formed by Emily Abrahams, Cari Belling- 
hausen, Molly Klaproth, Kristiane Koontz, 
and Nol Simonse. $12-$20 sliding at door; 


$15 prepaid reserved; $25 prepaid benefac¬ 
tor's ticket for closing night. 8pm. Jan. 14- 
lb. The LAB, 2948 16th St. (at Capp). 

Info: 415-864-8855; www.thelab.org 

Yeoman of the Guard 
@YBCA Theater 

Opening night: The Lamplighters present 
Gilbert & Sullivan's beautiful operetta, The 
Yeoman of the Guard, featuring a score 
widely considered Arthur Sullivan's most 
complex and extraordinary, alongside W.S. 
Gilbert's effervescent lyrics. A prisoner who 
escapes from the Tower of London assumes 
the identity of a guardsman. Will the hand¬ 
some Colonel Fairfax be put to death? Will 
the strolling jester. Jack Point, win over the 
beautiful Elsie Maynard? What happens 
when Leonard comes back to claim his real 
identity as the Yeomen of the Guard? $30- 
$42 adults; $25-$37 seniors/young adults; 
$10-$17 children/students. 8pm weeknights 
& Sat.; 2pm weekend matinees. Thru Jan 
23 at YBCA (followed by shows Jan. 27-30 
at Dean Lesher Regional Center for the 
Arts, Walnut Creek). Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts Theater. Tix: 415-978-2787; 
lamplighters.org 

Fairy Butch: The Big Girl 
Show @ 12 Galaxies 

Vixen Creations & ADS Hats present In Bed 
With Fairy Butch: The Big Girl Show! If 
you're into the ample woman, you will be 
amply rewarded! Voluptuous, thick, buxom, 
curvy, plump, big, bodacious, plenty of junk 
in the trunk — they'll all be represented. 

All sizes, colors, styles, butch, femme, 
andro and none of the above sorts of dykes 
and trannies and their pals are welcome. 
Enjoy the Tingle & Mingle Game! After the 
show, hip-hop, disco, '80s, R&B and old 
school dance party with DJ Atomic Pop! 
$10-$15 sliding (includes a sex toy extrava¬ 
ganza raffle ticket). 9pm doors; 10pm 
show. 12 Galaxies, 2565 Mission St. at 
22nd St. Info: 415-FEZ-8000; www.fairy- 
butch.com 

Sharon McNight’s 
Cabaret 101 

@ Michael’s Octavia Lounge 

Michael's Octavia Lounge & Cabaret Show¬ 
room presents "Cabaret 101" — An Intro¬ 
duction to Cabaret by Professor Sharon 
McNight, BA, MA, & BS, covering the his¬ 
tory of Fanny's, Trinity Place, and Chez 
Jacques in an evening of song and dish, 
with Michael Grossman at the piano. $20 
cover w/ $10 food or beverage minimum. 6- 
8pm. Shows on Fri., Jan. 14, & 21 at 9pm; 
Sat. Jan. 15 & 22 at 9pm; and Sun., Jan. 

16 & 23 at 3pm (brunch served 10:30am- 
3pm). Located directly across Market St. 
from Martuni's. 

Haigood/Charlip: Dances 
Around the House 
@ The Exploratorium 

Dances Around the House, a solo dance 
work created by collaborating choreogra¬ 
phers Joanna Haigood and Remy Charlip. 
For more than 25 years Charlip has been 
sending his invention Air Mail Dances to 
soloists and companies all over the world. 
The performer/choreographer receives 
drawn dance scores of 20 single figures on 
an 8 1/2 x 11 sheet of paper and without 
instructions from Charlip, orders them, cre¬ 
ates transitions between positions and pro¬ 
vides the context and meaning. Haigood 
will bring five of Charlip's scores to life in 
Dances Around the House, including 
"Dance for a Doorway," "Sweeping 
Dance," and "Dances for Three Steps." 
Sculptor Wayne Campbell will design a set 
of objects typically found in a house, which 
will be suspended above the Exploratori- 
um's Distorted Room. Haigood, an Artist- 
in-Residence at the Exploratorium, has 


been working on the phenomenon of shad¬ 
ows, which will be a primary component of 
this new work. Haigood's work has always 
centered on creating dances that use natur¬ 
al, architectural and cultural environments 
as settings for the exploration of history 
and movement, while investigating dance as 
it relates to place. She has received many 
prestigious honors for her work. Charlip's 
extensive career has included performing 
with John Cage, dancing and designing cos¬ 
tumes for the Merce Cunningham Dance 
Company. Free w/same-day admission or 
$12 at door on performance nights (Fri., 
Jan. 14 & Sat., Jan. 15. 8pm. The Ex¬ 
ploratorium, 3601 Lyon St. Info: 415-822- 
6744; www.zaccho.org 

Phil Chambliss 
@ YBCA Screening Room 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts presents a 
one-time-only screening of Phil Chambliss: 
Auteur from Arkansas. As a self-taught 
"folk-art" filmmaker from El Dorado, 
Arkansas, this outsider artist has created 
almost 30 films over the past three decades. 
Chambliss, a gravel pit worker from the 
rural South, is a true example of D.I.Y. cul¬ 
ture and the results are amazing. The 
screenings will include three works; The 
Devil's Helper, The Pastor and the Hobo 
and Chambliss' magnum opus Pink Christ¬ 
mas, a story of love, lust, loss and just 
enough greed and blackmail to obtain the 
best damn deer dog in Calhoun County. 
While not all viewers will relate to the 
Southern rural culture on display, the com¬ 
mon themes and unique vision in these films 
will touch a broad spectrum of viewers, de¬ 
spite one's surroundings. $8 general, $5 
seniors/teachers/students/Center Members. 
7:30 PM. Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
Screening Room. 415.978.ARTS (2787), 
www.ybca.org 

Lesbian/Gay Contra Dance 
@ Women’s Bldg. 

Contra maven Mavis McGaugh calls to the 
live music of the K-Jammers. Contra is easy 
to learn — no fancy footwork, and each 
dance is taught as you do it. No partner, 
special attire or experience required. $10 
(or pay what you can). 8-10:30pm (doors 
open 7:45). Women's Bldg., 3543 18th St. 
(btwn Guerrero/Valencia). Info: 
www.lcfd.org/sf 

Queer Open Mic 
@ Three Dollar Bill Cafe 

Queer Open Mic, hosted by Cindy M. Emch 
with featured reader Wendy-0-Matic. Pro 
grrrl, pro boi, and completely genderqueer 
in scope, the night aims to create a space 
for spoken word, poetry and performance 
that is feminist, multi cultural, multi gen¬ 
dered, completely inclusive and dynamic. 
Prizes for all readers and a special drawing 
for one lucky audience member! $l-$5 do¬ 
nation. 7:30pm signup; reading at 8 pm. 
Three Dollar Bill Cafe, 1800 Market St. at 
Octavia (first floor). 


So In Love: The Songs of 
Cole Porter® NCTC 

New Conservatory Theatre Center brings 
back Meg Mackay and Billy Philadelphia in 
the encore presentation of their 2004 sum¬ 
mer hit cabaret show. So In Love, which 
features the music and lyrics of Cole Porter, 
one of America's best love and most sophis¬ 
ticated songwriters. Songs include "Night 
and Day", "Just One Of Those Things", 
"Begin the Beguine", "Let's Do It (Let's 
Fall In Love)", and the title song from the 
1948 Broadway show (1953 movie) "Kiss 
Me, Kate." Meg Mackay is a leading light 
of the Bay Area musical theatre scene iwth 
appearances with 42nd St. Moon, Theatre- 
Works, Mountain Play, San Jose Rep and 
more. Billy Philadelphia has been musical 
director for several Bay Area TV shows and 
accompanied Dame Edna in her hit show 
The Royal Tour. His debut CD, Hoagy & Me 
(On Stage Music) showcases Hoagy 
Carmichael tunes. $25 Fri. & Sat.; $20 
Sun. matinee. Shows Jan. 15- Feb. 6, Fri. 

& Sat. at 8pm; Sun. at 3pm. NCTC, 25 Van 
Ness Ave. (near Market). Tix: 415-861- 
8972; www.nctcsf.org 



Joanna Haigood and Remy Charlip 
House" at The Exploratorium. See 


collaborate in "Dances Around the 
Friday. 
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Artists at Emeryville's Hollis Street Project, including James Stanley 
Daugherty, contribute to "Commotion." See Sunday. 


Farasha & Fayette 
@ Giorgi Gallery, Berkeley 

Berkeley's Giorgi Gallery hosts "A Cocktail 
of Glamour and Anarchy," the fabulous 
Cockettes art exhibit and performance salon 
series curated by Rumi Missabu. Special 
evening salon with live music by Farasha 
(Randy David vocals; Chris Albert, guitar & 
vocals; Bonnie Parker, violin), and Majika 
Lanterna, projected images with accompa¬ 
nying essays by Fayette of the Cockettes, 
presenting pictures out of the past vividly 
evoking the Cockettes' era. Free. 7pm. 
Giorgi Gallery, 2911 Claremont Ave. (at 
Ashby), Berkeley. Info: 
www.giorgigallery.com 

Rita Moreno 
@ Empire Plush Room 

Oscar Winner, Emmy Winner, Tony Winner 
Rita Moreno returns to the Empire Plush 
Room for the first time in over three years. 
Fresh from her critically-acclaimed perfor¬ 
mance as Maria Callas in Berkeley Rep's 
production of Master Class, and her six sea¬ 
sons on HBO's OZ, this electrifying per¬ 
former will take the stage in a return to her 
musical past. Runs Jan. 11-Feb. 6. $40- 
$50 plus two drink minimum. Empire Plush 
Room, York Hotel, 940 Sutter St. Tix: 
415-885-2800; www.ticketweb.com Info: 
www.plushroom.com 

WOW @ Dance Mission 

Footloose presents the Fifth Annual Women 
on the Way Festival (WOW). A three-week 
program curated by Artistic Director Mary 
Alice Fry. Tonight: Rococo Risque: Red 
Gate Performance Collective Project in Re¬ 
connaissance and Bekka's Frogland Orches¬ 
tra in War n' the Worms ; and Counter¬ 
poise in tearher and Obstructing Sidewalk 
Traffic. Plus: Choreographer's Repertory. 
The festival runs Jan. 13-30, Thu.-Sun. 
$15-$20 sliding. 8pm. Dance Mission, 

3316 24th St. (at Mission). Tix/info: 415- 
289-2000; www.ftloose.org 

Teen Playwriting Workshop 
@ NCTC 

The New Conservatory Theatre Center pre¬ 
sents a Teen Playwriting Workshop for mid¬ 
dle and high school students, at the request 
of parents and students. Intro to creating 
scripted works, such as theatre games, im- 
provs and other exercises. During the 15- 
week workshop, each student will develop an 
original script of 10-20 min. in length. In¬ 
structor: Janna Sobel. l-3pm. Jan. 15-May 
7. Info: 415-861-4914; www.nctcsf.org 



Bill Bowers & Mark Phillips 
@ Giorgi Gallery, Berkeley 

Berkeley's Giorgi Gallery hosts "A Cocktail 
of Glamour and Anarchy." This afternoon 
featuring Bill Bowers and co-designer Mark 
Phillips who transform fantasies, fetishes, 
nightmares and obsessions into the latest 
word in customized clothing. Models will 
strut their stuff in avant-garde wearable 
collaged art fashions, resplendent with out¬ 
rageous photo appliques. Bowers is a hoard¬ 
er of memorabilia, bric-a-brac, scraps of 
antique fabric, buttons, badges, erotica and 
other doodads — all destined to be assem¬ 
bled into some fantastic garment or hang¬ 
ing. Free. 2-4pm. Giorgi Gallery, 2911 
Claremont Ave. (at Ashby), Berkeley. Info: 
www.giorgigallery.com 

Cockettes films 
@ Gilman St., Berkeley 

Screening of films by Tomata Du Plenty of 
the band The Screamers: "Bon Voyage" 
and "Pick Up on Olvera Street." Also 
screening "Weekend Zombie Nurses" and 
"Rat Girl Rhonda" by Carl Linkhart (in¬ 
cludes appearanced by Cockette Ralph). 

Also David Weissman's "Four Beauties" 


aka "Beauties without a cause" with Lulu, 
Tina Albreath, and Sylvia Nova. $5. 5pm. 
All ages, 924 Gilman St., Berkeley. Info: 
TomataDuPlenty.com 

Commotion @ Hollis Street 
Project, Emeryville 

Opening reception: "Commotion," in which 
ten independent artists just can't leave well 
enough alone. Works by James Stanley 
Daugherty, Will Ashford, Lynden Aulani 
Tripp, Charles Reilly, Pat Koenigsberg, 
Donna M. Guenther, Peikwen Cheng, Julie 
London, Eileen Starr Moderbacher, and 
Elisabeth Montana. l-4pm. Exhibition runs 
thru Feb. 25, 8am-6pm Mon.-Fri. Meet the 
Artist l-2pm Mon.-Fri. Hollis Street Pro¬ 
ject, 5900 Hollis St., Emeryville. Info: 
pmoa@jsd.com 

Brian McDonald 
@ National Product 

Just opened (1/13/05): "Recent Develop¬ 
ments in the Salad Industry," paintings by 
SF artist Brian McDonald, a painter who 
lives and works in the Mission District with 
his dog Dylan. Says McDonald: "My paint¬ 
ings, inspired by cartoons and dream logic, 
deal with issues of aggression and anxiety.. 

. I feel we live in a society where aggression 
has become not only socially acceptable, but 
also a necessary trait for survival.Contem¬ 
porary, capitalist, urban America has 
pushed competition — for jobs, housing, 
sex, $, parking spaces — into an intense 
daily struggle. It is survival of the fittest, 
where you are either the hunter (full of ag¬ 
gression) or the hunted (full of anxiety). 
Quite often we are filled with both, which is 
what these paintings explore. At the same 
time, a rather dry and dark humor under¬ 
scores the mood of my paintings and pokes 
fun at the absurdity of modern life." 

Through Feb. 19 at National Product, 1845 
Market St. (near Guerrero). Info: 415-255- 
1920; www.sillydilly.com 

Seth Montfort @ Victorian 
Englander House 

Victorian Englander House presents Seth 
Montfort, piano, performing Mozart's 
Sonata in C, K. 330, Milhaud's Tango de 
Fratellini, Mompou's Cancion y Danza 6 & 
Montfort's Old World Piano Symphony. $7- 
$12. 3pm. Victorian Englander House, 

807 Franklin St. @ Turk. Info: 415-362- 
6080; www.sfclassicalmusic.com 


Mon 17 

Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

Please take a few moments or the whole day 
to honor a fallen hero, whose life and mes¬ 
sage hold invaluable lessons for all people, 
including lesbians and gays, who struggle 
for equality in a sometimes brutally unequal 
world. His ringing messages of nonviolent 
resistance, respect, dignity, justice and 
human rights still resonate loudly today. 

Ronald E. Long @ A 
Different Light Bookstore 

Reading/book signing with Ronald E. Long, 
author of Men, Homosexuality, and the 
Gods (The Haworth Press) an exploration 
into the religious significance of male ho¬ 
mosexuality in world perspective. The book 
examines the origins of holy directives in¬ 
volving homosexuality — whether forbid¬ 
den, tolerated, or mandatory — and estab¬ 
lishes a link between theology, sex roles, 
and the sensitive issue of masculinity. This 
text draws a parallel between homosexuali¬ 
ty and the idea of religion, suggesting that 
gay rights can be understood as a freedom 
of religion issue. Long is Ph.D Assistant 
Professor, Program in Religion, Hunter 
College, City University of New York. Free. 
7pm. 489 Castro St. Info: 415-431-0891. 



Kiddie @ Trannyshack 

Two cult classics collide as Kiddie camps it 
up for an evenong of "Rocky Horror Picture 
Show vs. Hedwig and The Angry Inch". 
Peaches Christ fills Heklina's enormous 
shoes as hostess for the night. DJ Derek 
spins. $7. 10pm-3am (show at midnight). 
The Stud, 9th & Harrison. Info: www.hekli- 
na.com 

Frameline/Guinevere Turner 
@ Delancey Street 

Frameline continues its series "Close-Up: 
Visionaries of Modern Cinema," with 
writer, director, actress Guin Turner, who 
made her mark on queer cinema in 1994 
when she co-wrote and starred in Rose 
Troche's lesbian feature Go Fish. She has 
appeared in such cutting-edge films as The 
Watermelon Woman (dir: Cheryl Dunye), 
Chasing Amy (dir: Kevin Smith), and writ¬ 
ten American Psycho, Hummer, and the up¬ 
coming features Bloodrayne and The Ballad 
of Bettie Paige. $12 ($10 
student/senior/Frameline members). 8pm. 
Delancey Street Screening Room, 600 Em- 
barcadero. Info: 415-703-8650. 


Marcia Gallo on The Ladder 
@ GLBT Historical Society 

The GLBT Historical Society invites the 
public to a free talk on the early lesbian 
rights publication The Ladder by historian 
Marcia Gallo, followed by a guided tour of 
the archives of the Society. Publishe3d from 
1956 to 1972, The Ladder was a monthly 
national magazine created by and for les¬ 
bians — the first of its kind in the U.S. Ini¬ 
tially a recruitment/publicity tool for the 
Daughters of Bilitis, the all-female ho- 
mophile group founded in SF in 1955, The 
Ladder became better known than the orga¬ 
nization that created it. Gallo teaches the 
history of sexuality, U.S. history, and 
American studies at Lehman College in 
Bronx, New York. Free (donations appreci¬ 
ated). 5:30-7:30pm. GLBT Historical Soci- 
ty, 657 Mission St., Suite 300. Info: Jacob 
at 415-777-5455 ext. 5; 
www.glbthistory.org 

Debbie De Coudreaux 
@ Teatro ZinZanni 

Acclaimed Moulin Rouge star Debbie De 
Coudreaux maxes an auspicious Teatro Zin¬ 
Zanni: Love, Chao/ & Dinner debut in the 
featured role of the irresistible 
hostess/cabaret singer. Ms. de Coudreaux 
will join the international cast of actors, 
singers, aerialists, dancers and musicians in 
the magical spiegeltent on the Embarcadero 
at Pier 29. $110 Wed., Thu. & Sun.; $135 
Fri. & Sat. Showtime 6pm Wed.-Sat.; 5pm 
Sun. Tix: 415-438-2668; www.zinzanni.org 

Smack Dab @ Magnet 

"Smack Dab," an open mic hosted by Kirk 
Read and Larry-bob Roberts. Making the 
Castro safe for performance again. Fea¬ 
tured performers: Juba Kalamka and Beth 
Lisick. Bring five minutes of words, music, 
comedy or miscellany. Bring your charm 
and magic and cheerful can-do attitude. Or 
just come and watch and cheer folks on. All 
ages & genders welcomed and adored. 

Please respect the five minute limit. Musi¬ 
cians, one song please. Free. 7:30 pm 
signup, 8 pm show. Magnet, the gay men's 
neighborhood health center, 4122 18th St. 
btwn Castro & Collingwood. Info: 
www.magnetsf.org 


Rebecca Solnit & David 
Solnit @ Modern Times 
Bookstore 

Modern Times Bookstore hosts a politically 
charged double header with SF's own Solnit 
siblings. In Hope in the Dark, Rebecca Sol¬ 
nit traces the rise of a sophisticated, supple 
nonviolent new movement of movements 
that unites all the diverse and fragmentary 
issues of the '80s and '90s in our new cen¬ 
tury. Globalize Liberation, edited by David 
Solnit, weaves together the experiences and 
insights of community organizers, direct ac¬ 
tion movements, and global justice strug¬ 
gles from North America, Europe and Latin 
America. Free. 7pm. 888 Valencia St. Info: 
415-282-9246. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 94103 

Deadline is the Friday 
before issue date. 



Badlands customers are the 
greatest people in the world! 


BADLANDS 

18th Street Near Castro 

Dancing Every Night / Everyone Welcome 

Domestic Bottled Beer s 1.25 / Well Drinks s 3j 

Happy Hour Cocktails '2 for 1 
Monday-Sat til 8pm / Must jp 21 with ID 



415-421-4222 OVER 21 
BEACHBLANKETBABYLON.COM 
CLUB FUGAZI • 678 GREEN STREET 


DOUG MAGPIONG AS BREE • KELLY SOLIARS AS THE GARDENER 
ELLYN MARSH AS GABRIELLE • STIRLAND MARTIN AS TERRELL OWENS • SHAWNA FERRIS AS EDIE 

©SSPI2005 PHOTO: David Allen 
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Porn cornucopia 

On barebacking,"Kinsey" & a model's return 


by John F. Karr 


epartment of mea culpa: 

I was hoping the questions 
about barebacking that I 
posed in my end-of-year column 
would provoke a turbulent reac¬ 
tion. Well, a storm has broken. But 
it’s not the one I intended. So I’m 
starting the new year with a cor¬ 
rection. 

In the article, I asked whether I 
could review safer sex films from a 
company that also produced bare¬ 
backing movies. Infelicitous 
phrasing in my article gave many 
readers the impression that Rag¬ 
ing Stallion Studio was making 
■ barebacking movies. Regular cus¬ 


tomers of the company called 
owner Chris Ward to complain 
and cancel orders. Distributors 
threatened to pull their RS 
product. While I’m glad to 
see that barebacking is 
such a hot-point issue, 

I’m sorry that my re¬ 
marks darkened the 
reputation of Raging 
Stallion. For the record, 

Raging 
Stallion is 
not now 
nor has 
ever been making barebacking 
films. 

Indeed, Ward’s been working 
behind the scenes to discourage 
the making of such films, and to 


Karrnal Knowledge 



samba merengue disco salsa 

Saturday , January 15th 
Las Vegas Show 11:30pm • DJ Marco 
Sunday, Martin Luther King Holiday 
Tardeada Doris Show 7pm 
DJ Marco • Open 'til 3am! 

3079 SIXTEENTH STREET SAN FRANCISCO 

BETWEEN MISSION AND VALENCIA 861 -5757 


‘DELIRIOUS COMEDY! 

An Abundance of Delightfully Bitchy Dialogue!” 

-Kevin Thomas, Los Angeles Times 


“A frisky farce with a 


Prom the Creators of 



fabulous fashion sense!” 

-Joe Leydon, Variety 
Qirb Will So Girls* 

jsj-r- 
l s-r 



educate performers who have ap¬ 
peared in them. So, unlike Chi Chi 
LaRue’s company Rascal 

_ Video, which will not 

\ knowingly engage a 

performer who has 
previously bare¬ 
backed on film, Rag- 
ing Stallion will. But 
under specific terms. 
Ward told me, “WeTl hire 
former 
bareback- 
ers under 
the condi¬ 
tion that they sign a statement 
that repudiates their bareback 
past.” In other words, that they’ve 
seen the light, and will cease their 
misguided ways. At least during 
their tenure at Raging Stallion. 
“Our goal,” Ward said, “is to move 
people away from barebacking 
and back into the mainstream.” 

Bo Knight and Carlos Morales 
are among the recent RS stars who 
realized it was to their benefit to 
cease barebacking. Sean Storm 
wouldn’t sign, so he’s no longer a 
RS performer. So, please, fans: 
continue to devour Raging Stal¬ 
lion’s fine films. Chris Ward is one 
of the good guys. After clearing up 
the bareback issue with me, he 
was still concerned. “Is there any¬ 
thing wrong with our oral cum- 
shots?” he asked. 

“Yeah,” I replied. 

“What’s that?” 

“They’re not in my mouth.” 

And take your Bible with you: 

I finally got to see Kinsey. I cried 
several times during this fine 
movie. Tales of repression and the 
fight for sexual rights have that ef¬ 
fect. But what struck me the most 
was the final dramatic scene. Kin¬ 
sey has made a last-ditch visit to 
Huntington Hartford, who turns 
down his request for funding. The 
reason? “That would be endorsing 
sex.” And that, in a nutshell, is why 
the majority of straight people 
won’t give us civil rights, or let us 
marry. Most of them define us 
only through our sexuality. Rec- 



Kirby Scott smoldered in the 70s; Josef Myska, unmasked in the '00s. 


ognizing us as people would be 
endorsing sex. Which, as we all 
know, is quickly followed by the 
end of the world. Straight people 
— hah! Personally, I think they 
should all be deported. 

Department of old friends: In 

the ’70s, a couple of Colt maga¬ 
zines and fuck films smoldered 
with a kid named Kirby Scott. The 
delinquent type, his face, body 
and attitude were nothing but 
danger. I, for one, would gladly 
have accompanied him to the bad 
end he promised. But we moved 
on, separately. He to parts un¬ 
known, I to the back pages of the 
B.A.R. and the treasured souvenir 
of his photographs. 

Many years later, I was follow¬ 
ing the progress of 30something 
Josef Myska, a strikingly hand¬ 
some, somewhat blunt-featured, 
extremely ripped and excessively 
masculine model. He progressed 
from underwear ads to those all¬ 


nude but non-sexual films adver¬ 
tized in Playgirl (“Full Frontal Nu¬ 
dity!” is the promise of Spike It 
■ Naked — young musclemen play 
strip volleyball! and Naked in the 
City — eight gangbangers are 
stripped and find their way home 
naked!). 

As Josef’s physique grew stat¬ 
uesque and his modeling skill rar¬ 
efied, he entered the studios of the 
day’s top art-photographers. 
Then, one day, as I gazed fondly at 
these physique studies, I gasped. I 
recognized that penis! It was Kirby 
Scott’s! Indeed, the boy of trucu¬ 
lence and danger had become a 
man of masculine and muscular 
repose. I stumbled onto a website 
with scads of photos from both 
ends of his career; if you Google 
Josef Myska, you’ll find some, too. 
Unlike Tony Ward, another youth¬ 
ful obsession, who sinks further 
into the morass for which' Kirby 
Scott seemed destined, Mr. Myska 
becomes finer with each day. ▼ 


Brazil and beyond 


by Jason Serinus 


LUA/MERE FINAL WEEK! 

California at Po". 7 "lm# 097 For showtimes visit www.LandmarkTheatres.com 


laid - Monica Salmaso (World 
Village) 

The slightly throaty, liquid 
voice of Brazilian balladeer Mon¬ 
ica Salmaso is sure to have its way 
with you. The warmth and ease of 
her singing won her the 1999 
Visa-Mastercard-Eldorado Prize 
for best singer in Brazil, and her 
first album, which featuring many 
of the musicians on this release, 
earned her the “best singer” title 
from the Associacao Paulista dos 
Criticos de Arte, the art critics’ as¬ 
sociation of the Brazilian press. 

laid is sure to win legions of in¬ 
stant converts. The songs, which 
range from infectious sambas to 
two which invoke the Goddess of 
the River and Goddess of the Sea 
of Brazil’s African-rooted spiritu¬ 
alism, are communicated with a 
hard-to-resist, relaxed warmth 
and openness of spirit. Musical 
accompaniment plays a key role, 
with arrangements of understated 
brilliance. Listen to the clarinets 
bubble away with laughter in 
“Cidade Lagoa,” a samba popular¬ 
ized in the ’60’s by Moreira da 
Silva that jokes about the floods in 



Rio de Janeiro, Andre Mehmari’s 
imaginative piano obbligato in 
“Sinhazinha (Despertar),”and the 
gentle moans of the sax in “£ 
Doce Morrer No Mar.” This is a 
feel-good disc to play over and 
over. 

Translucent - Elaine Kreston & 

Ray Regan (elainekreston.com) 
The music is gentle and medi¬ 
tative. Its expansive soundscapes, 
reminiscent of classic space music, 
softly explore the more reclusive 
aspects of human consciousness. 
Featuring the cello of Elaine Kre¬ 
ston, whose journeys through 
classical chamber performance, 
New Music, Broadway, and exper¬ 
imental realms have led her from 
Boston to Berkeley, the disc also 
draws on the multidimensional 



talents of co-composer Ray 
Regan, whose artworks, sound- 
works and video bridge the natur¬ 
al and digital dimensions. 

Regan’s guitars, mandolin, 
banjo, keyboards, samples, per¬ 
cussion, agavatar, and didjeridu 
bathe Kreston’s cello in radiant, 
soft-hued light. While the compo¬ 
sitions, which exploit the cello’s 
natural sound, lean toward the ru¬ 
minative, they also celebrate the 
power of mind and music to in¬ 
corporate the blessed peace of 
higher planes into the less-than- 
certain realities of our 21st-centu¬ 
ry realm. It’s a mellow trip, free 
from strife save for a mild case of 
digital stridency that denies Kre¬ 
ston’s instrument the natural rich¬ 
ness it deserves. Lovely stuff. ▼ 
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Meat rack 


'The Green Butchers' slaughterhouse is a dark Danish comedy 


by David Lamble 


an you imagine anything 
worse than being stuck up 
your own ass?” The speaker 
of this juicy bit of dialogue has 
sausage rather than sex on his 
brain. In fact, The Green Butchers, 
a new Danish comedy that is so 
black that it’s more a very wicked 
fairy tale than a laugh-out-loud 
comedy of any color, is possibly 
the most meat-obsessed movie of 
the new millennium. 

The plot may sound familiar. It 
should. Paul Bartel and Richard 
Blackburn used it to great advan¬ 
tage in their 1983 black comedy 
Eating Raoul. Bartel played a food 
snob whose dream was to start a 
gourmet restaurant with his (real- 
life) wife, Mary Woronov. Lacking 
the dough, Paul and Mary Bland 
stumble upon a sure-fire buck- 
raiser when they accidentally do 
away with a boorish swinger who 
flirted with Mary. The cadaver 
winds up in the restaurant’s pot, 
and the dish is a sensation. Eating 
Raoul mocked the Blands’ food fa¬ 
naticism along with their strong 
aversion to sex. 

In The Green Butchers, the 
Blands turn into hapless Danish 
buddies whose misfit lives are 
made a misery by their sausage- 
bully of a boss. Striking out on 






! 1 
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Bjarne (Nikolaj Lie Kaas) and Svend (Mads Mikkelsen) use their meat-locker as a trap for humans on the hoof. 


their own, Svend (Mads 
Mikkelsen) and Bjarne (Nikolaj 
Lie Kaas) have two things in com¬ 
mon: they work with dead meat, 
and they have practically no 


friends in their tiny community of 
carnivores. Truth be told, the 
whiny Svend and the pot-smoking 
loner Bjarne can barely tolerate 
each other’s company, especially 


Jumping-off point 


by Jenni Olson 


[The following is an excerpt from 
the script for The Joy of Life, a film 
by Jenni Olson.] 

here have been many philo¬ 
sophical and poetic specula¬ 
tions about the unique lure 
of the Golden Gate Bridge as a 
suicide spot. Most evoke the 
image of the bridge as a stepping- 
off point for disillusioned individ¬ 
uals who came West to California 
looking for something they never 
found. 

There are endless attempts to 
analyze statistics, identify trends, 
draw conclusions. Everyone wants 
to understand, explain, find a rea¬ 
son, dwell on the gruesome details. 

The most gruesome detail of 
all is that more than 1,300 people 
have ended their lives by jumping 
off this monumental structure. 

My friend Mark was one of 
them. 

In the decade since Mark’s 
death, I have alternately avoided 
the bridge and felt compelled to 
discover more about it. 

Living in San Francisco, the 
Golden Gate Bridge for me is a 
ubiquitous reminder of what’s 
best and worst in this world. On 
the one hand, it stands as a tri¬ 
umph of engineering and spectac¬ 
ular Art Deco design. On the 
other hand, it’s a terrifying, almost 
apocalyptic structure, a manmade 
steel cliff that serves as a virtual 
end of the Earth for the desperate 
souls wanting to leave this world 
with a flourish. Or, as Jack Ker- 
ouac more poetically phrased it, 
“Ole’ Frisco, with end-of-land 
sadness.” 

Alfred Hitchcock’s Vertigo was 
one of my friend Mark’s favorite 
movies. He once drove me down 
to Fort Point, under the bridge, to 
show me the spot where Kim 


after one of them acquires or loses 
a girlfriend. 

A plot that Hollywood would 
consign to the horror category 
takes a very weird twist when 
Bjarne recalls that he has a co¬ 
matose twin brother vegging away 
in a country sanitarium. Bjarne 
asks the supervisory nurse to pull 
the plug on brother Eigil (also 
played by Kaas, with long hair, a 
crazed look and a stuffed giraffe). 
Just as they are about to give his 
organs away, Eigil wakes up, re¬ 
turning to the village to make 
Bjarne’s life more miserable than 
it already is. 

Bjarne is getting upset at every 
human that Svend traps: the shop’s 


electrician, a real-estate agent, and 
an ex-girlfriend. They use their 
meat-locker like a roach motel, 
turning human flesh into their 
popular dish, “chickie wickie.” 

Something rotten 

In the hands of Tarantino, The 
Green Butchers would soar or bot¬ 
tom out as a sword-opera movie. 
Writer/director Anders Thomas 
Jensen shuns genre tomfoolery. 
After all, he inhabits a culture that 
is its own wacky genre. The film is 
a more intriguing ride if you 
laugh, or at least chuckle, through 
its increasingly bizarre subplots, 
including one featuring an elderly 
gentleman who survives a moun¬ 
tain plane-crash by noshing on his 
dead wife. Otherwise, you may 
wonder about a town with appar¬ 
ently no police and no interest in 
its missing persons, and where 
even the local meat-inspectors are 
slow to pick up on the fact that 
there is something very rotten in 
this state of Denmark. 

Jensen is a prolific writer of 
comedy scripts for other Danish 
directors; a precursor to Butchers 
was In China, They Eat Dogs. Fans 
of Wilbur Wants To Kill Himself 
will probably dig Butchers. Jensen 
says he’s made an allegory about 
the high price people will pay to 
be loved or thought successful. 
The lanky Mikkelsen turns Svend 
into a prickly loser who hopes his 
role as a serial-killing gourmet will 
make him popular with the ladies, 
despite such conversation-stop¬ 
ping one-liners as, “My marinade 
may need some work, but don’t 
disparage my meatballs.” 

Kaas, as nimble as Nicolas 
Cage in playing scenes opposite 
himself, is a potential celluloid 
hottie, but instead opts for the 
asexual-but-oddly-charismatic 
zone once home to Star Trek's Dr. 
Spock. Opens Friday. T 


(415) 621-7551 
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9 AM -10 PM, Mon - Sat 
11 AM-7 PM, Sun 
2199 Market St, SF, CA 94114 
Or send $3 for our Catalog 


More than 1,300 people have ended their lives by jumping off this bridge. 


Image Leather 


Novak’s Madeleine jumped into 
the Bay; where Jimmy Stewart’s 
Scottie pulled her out. 

Hitchcock actually shot most 
of the scene on a studio lot, and 
installed a convenient concrete 
stairway up to the seawall (which 
doesn’t really exist at Fort Point) 
so Scottie could suavely walk up 
the steps carrying Madeleine’s 
limp, water-soaked body back to 
the car. Anyone who’s ever been 
down there knows it would be 
pretty difficult to successfully kill 
yourself jumping off the edge of 
the Fort Point parking lot into the 
Bay — it’s maybe 10 feet down to 
the water. 

There are times when you no¬ 
tice things, when you’re acutely 
aware of the world around you. 
Like after someone dies. Or some¬ 
times coming out of a movie. ▼ 


Mark Finch, former Director of 
the San Francisco International 
Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, 
committed suicide by jumping 
off the Golden Gate Bridge on 
January 14, 1995. 


THE, 


Open Sunday ThruTbutsday 9:00am - 2:00am, Fri & Sat 9:00am-7:00am 

Wl 


iEATER 


145 EDDY ST, BETWEEN TAYLOR AW MASON $T$. ONE BLOCK FROM HAWDPS PLAZA (CABLE CAR, BARTANDMUNi STATION: 
infmmatm Tele: 415-SS5 FSS7 


OPEN DURING CONSTRUCTION 
LIVE EROTIC J/O SHOWS 


SUN THRU THUR: 
1.00 - 4.00 - 7.30 PM. 
FRI AND SAT: 

1.00-4.00-7.30-10.00 PM. 


JkUlDTIOMEIHS JFOJR Jk IIVK SHOW 
JTOJB JkRH WHJL.OOMS WHEN THE EE 
IS JUST OEEMXMG. 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL AOMSSION PRICE | MON. THRU FRI. 0NIY) SUBJECT 
TO CANCELLATION OR CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 

FREE LOCKER WITH REFUNDABLE KEY DEPOSIT. 

WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEMS LOSE FROM LOCKERS. 


SMOKERS ARE ALLOWED TO EXIT TO SMOKE. 5 T010 MIN. ONLY 


8 FIRST RUN MOVIES + 3 CLASSICS 
FROM THE BEST MOVIES EVERY WEEK 


ONE OF THE MOVIES NOW PLAYING 
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flulo Erotica 

purveyor of vintage porn 
& fine cJilcJos 
40770 18th Street 

415-861-5787 
open every cloy 



wo buy 



ORN 


photos, dvcFs, magazines & videos 

cal! 

Steve 

41 

5-621 -4-1 S3 


44 

days, or 

Patrick 

5-81 0-2325 



evenings & weekends 

J 



IJUt'd DAKDLK5HUK 



JEFF CILIONE 

Barber 

4102 19th St. SF ; CA, 94114 
Mobile: 415-596-6235 
JEFF@JOESBARBERSHOP.com 
wwwJOESBARBERSHOP.com 


just a little off ike l(‘i> 




Se/e pettiest 


I While O i 

'supplies lasII 




Francisco 

j 5) 430-1199 

Oakland 

(51.0)343-1122 

K ’alo Alto 

0) 223-0505 

Concord 

5) 695-1100 

►an Jose 

3)514jfl1 


« Meet online FREE 

\^P)MegaMates.coft 

BROWSE & REPLY TO ADS FREE 


Rocky road ahead 

2005 full of pitfalls ... and promise 



The late Billy Collison, left, is shown here with MAL 04 "Tug" Taylor 
after Tug's victory in the contest last year. Billy passed over early last 
week of a heart attack and is sorely missed in all leather circles. 


by Mister Marcus 


|| ere it is 2005 and the year of 
the Cock stretches ahead 
with all sorts of events 
headed your way. Certain devel¬ 
opments have taken place, and 
caution is the watchword for the 
day. Using common sense should 
be foremost on your agenda. 

Losses 

The leather nation’s euphoria 
over happy holidays and an opti¬ 
mistic outlook for the new year 
was overcast with grief over the 
loss of Patrick Chees in Dallas and 
Billy Collison in Washington, D.C. 
Both men commanded respect 
and appreciation for all the uplift¬ 
ing things they did while they 
were with us. 

Patrick was the youthful “star” 
of the Dallas leather community, 
and Billy’s reputation in the D.C 
Metro area was sterling indeed. 
Both men contributed to their 
communities, and visitors to ei¬ 
ther Dallas or Washington were 
always delighted to meet up with 
both Patrick and Billy. They had 
ready smiles and positive atti¬ 
tudes, and were hard workers 
filled with leather pride. Both 
were imbued with “manners and 
respect,” and only a few minutes 
of conversation with either of 
them made you feel at home, as if 
you’d known them for years. 

Our community grieves with 
the families and friends of both 
these dynamic men. Let it be 
known that both men have a spe¬ 
cial place in all our hearts and will 
never be forgotten. 

Why don’t they leave us 
alone? 

It’s a sad commentary 
on the moral values in 
this country. Now an¬ 
other scam surfaces and, 
for some unknown rea¬ 
son, leather people are 
again the targets. Be on 
the alert. Several peo¬ 
ple have had this hap¬ 
pen to them already: 

A telephone caller 
may call you in the early evening 
hours identifying himself as an 
AT&T Service Technician who is 
conducting a test on your tele¬ 
phone lines. You are advised that 
to complete the test, you should 
touch the number nine (9) and 
then zero (0), then the pound sign 
(#) and then hang up. Local tele¬ 
phone officials advise that if you 
punch in those three numbers, 
you are giving the caller full access 
to your telephone line which en¬ 
ables him/her to place long dis¬ 
tance calls billed to your home 
phone number. These scams are 


allegedly originating from local 
jails/prisons according to UCB, 
Pacific Bell, MCI, Bell Atlantic and 
GTE. Stay alert. Do not press 90# 
for anyone ! 

Important deadline 

Tomorrow, January 14th is 
the deadline to be a beneficia¬ 
ry of the 2005 Folsom 
Street and the Up Your 
Alley Fairs. Don’t linger. 
Application forms are 
available at www.folsom- 
streetfair.com. If you 
have questions, con¬ 
tact Darryl Flick at 
415-861-3247. 

Bare Chest Calendar 
schedule 

The dates of contests for the 
2006 SOMA Bare Chest Calendar 
contests were announced last 
week. If you are thinking of com¬ 
peting, know that all the contests 
are on Thursdays at the Power¬ 
house. The contests are: January 
20 and 27; Feb. 3, 17 and 24; 
March 3,17, 24 and 31; April 7th. 
The final contests are on April 21 
and 28 when the winners will be 
chosen & announced. To find out 
more, click on: www.somabarech- 
estcalendar.org. 


Conduct unbecoming 

Leather people from coast to 
coast are up in arms about the de¬ 
cision of the producer of the Mr. 
Leather Colorado title to strip 
David Barrett of his title because 
he participated in porno movies! 
Now let’s be honest. Besides all the 
fundraising and beneficial pro¬ 
jects leather people and leather ti- 
tleholders do, underneath it all is a 
sexuality that cannot be denied. 
The porn industry, gay and 
straight, is a billion-dollar busi¬ 
ness in this country and I daresay 
only the most prudish among us 
would deny a man his title just be¬ 
cause he chose to indulge in the 
industry. 

Besides it being a dastardly de¬ 
cision, David was never advised 
that he was losing the title and 
only learned about it in a pub¬ 
lished column in one of Denver’s 
local rags. Tsk Tsk, and my, my, 
what prudes these mortals be! As 
far as the entire IML Class of 2004 
is concerned, including the judges, 
David Barrett is still Mr. Leather 
Colorado and the Denver leather 
community again stands in low 
esteem because 1 or 2 individuals 
are “Unclear on the Concept”. It 
used to be “conduct unbecoming 
next page ► 



EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Weekend, January 13-16 

Mid-Atlantic Leather Weekend in Washington, 

D.C., Sun Bears Weekend in San Diego. 

Friday, January 14 

Mr. Oil Can Harry's leather contest at that bar in 
Studio City, CA. and Women's Play Party at the 
MAL weekend in D.C. 

Saturday, January 15: Alameda County 
Leather Corps' annual "Leather Elegance" dinner 
at Elio's Restaurant. For info, call: 510-798-7273. 

Friday, January 21 

Exiles of SF monthly gathering at the Women's 
Bldg, features Silva Tenenbein expounding on 
"Genitorture". Lousy parking. 


Saturday, January 22 

SF-Defenders celebrate their 11th anniversary 
tonight at the Eagle Tavern from 1800 to 2100. 
Admission is by club overlay or invitation in hand. 
Congratulations! 

Mr. Los Angeles Leather Bear contest at the 
Faultline Bar tonight. No details, but this will be 
the 2nd of 10 on the road to the Mr. Los Angeles 
Leather title in March. 

Weekend, January 28-30 

Mr. Chicago Leather Contest at the Touche Bar in 
the Windy City; 

Flesh & Fantasy weekend in Dallas; 

Mr. Padlock Leather contest in Phoenix; 

Ms. Colorado Leather Contest at the Triangle 
Bar tonight. 
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A royal agenda 


by Sweet Lips 


he 14th Annual Portland 
Party, An Affair to Remem¬ 
ber, takes place on Saturday, 
February 19, from Noon to 2 p.m. 
at Ginger’s Trois, 246 Kearny St. 
It’s a fundraiser for the Rose Court 
Scholarship Fund. The event, 
which includes the crowning of 
the Emperor and Empress of Al¬ 
catraz, is hosted by Emperor Steve 
Rasher and is always hilarious, es¬ 
pecially with Marne doing her 
craziness. Long ago, I was the Em¬ 
press and Dolly Dale was the Em¬ 
peror for a year. Those were my 
glory days! Yes, I’ll be at Ginger’s 
for the event, so do come by and 
say hello. 

That Saturday, Feb. 19, the Im¬ 
perial Court of San Francisco will 
present Coronation 2005 - 39 Years 
of History and Tradition, An Impe¬ 


rial Family Celebration. The Ball 
starts at 6 p.m., and doors open at 
5 p.m. at the Gift Center Pavilion, 
888 Brannan St. The Imperial 
Court now has about 67 chapters 
across the US, Canada and Mexi¬ 
co. This event was started by 
Empress Jose, one of 
the great ones. 

Well, it ap¬ 
pears that Paul 
and David have 
signed a lease for the 
new Club Rendez¬ 
vous. It will be on 
the Southeast cor¬ 
ner of Fern and 
Polk, just down the block from the 
old location. Construction will 
start when the permits are issued, 
and knowing these guys, it will 
probably take a few months, so be 
patient. 

Had a nice letter from Johnny 
Kehr aka Virginia. Old-timers will 


remember him from the Gang¬ 
way. He is now living in Ohio. 

Dick Deemer will be celebrat¬ 
ing his birthday in Puerto Vallarta 
on January 23 ... sorry I can’t be 
there this year! Happy birthday, 
Dick! 

Also, belated birthday 
greetings to Bob 
Golovich on Janu¬ 
ary 5. He’s still re¬ 
membered for pub¬ 
lishing The Sentinel 
way back in the 
early ’80s. 

Hey, Eddie 
Bellpepper, I made 
a slight boo-boo in my last col¬ 
umn. Max, formerly of the Cinch, 
is now tending bar at the Badlands 
in Palm Springs, Sunday through 
Wednesday, and is as popular as 
he was here in SF. 

That’s all for now. See you 
again in two weeks! ▼ 



Mister Marcus 

M previous page 

a title holder”, but in Denver, it’s 
“conduct unbecoming a title 
holder producer”. How sad! 

Queer Eyes for Toronto 

When David Kloss was chosen 
the first-ever International Mr. 
Leather, he was an engineer on 
off-shore oil rigs around the 
world; he retired a few years ago 
and moved to Toronto, Canada to 
be with the love of his life, Remi 
Collette. A few months ago, they 
decided to renovate their condo 
without any professional designer 
help. Friends were delighted with 
the results and a 3-page photo 
spread in the Toronto Star ap¬ 
peared. A woman friend, after see¬ 
ing the results of their efforts ad¬ 
vised them to go into the business 
of designing and/or re-designing 
condos. 


As of now, David and Remi 
have established RedDefming 
Space, Inc., a registered Ontario 
corporation and their first project 
is a $120,000 renovation in down¬ 
town Toronto. Success, We love 
success! Could there be a TV show 
offer for the Canadian version of 
“Queer Eye for Your Old Sty”? 

First “biggie” of 2005 

This weekend, the first big 
leather event will take place in 
Washington, DC at the Centaur 
MC’s “Leather Weekend” with lots 
of activities on the agenda. At least 
a dozen or more members of the 
IML Class of 2005 will be on hand 
to hear the announcement of the 
IML 2005 judges; there will be a 
play party for women only; pri¬ 
vate and public parties will prevail 
and Tug Taylor will pass the sash 
to a successor. Hopefully, the 
weather will be decent, but re¬ 
member, it is January, so bring ap¬ 
propriate and warm clothing. ▼ 



Ray "Cody" Haugland was chosen 
Mr. Gauntlet II Leather2005 at 
that world-famous bar last Satur¬ 
day, January 8. He advances to 
compete for the Mr. L.A. Leather 
title in March. 


Shelley Winters 

M page 29 

the Way, but refused Little Egypt, 
earning a reputation as “difficult.” 
Told to Behave Yourself, she faced 
The Raging Tide before answering 
a Phone Call from a Stranger (’52), 
fine as a cheerful showgirl. But she 
had to Meet Danny Wilson (Frank 
Sinatra), move to the Untamed 
Frontier, and be a drunken wife in 
My Man and I. 

Having divorced her first hus¬ 
band, Winters wed Italian actor 
Vittorio Gassman in ’52. She was 
effective as a mistress/secretary 
working in the fine, all-star Execu¬ 
tive Suite (’54), followed by Ten¬ 
nessee Champ, Saskatchewan, 
Playgirl, To Dorothy and A Son, 
before dancing the Mambo (’55), 
an Italian flop with Gassman. She 
was good as deranged preacher 
Robert Mitchum’s murdered wife 
in Charles Laughton’s terrifying, 
unsuccessful Night of the Hunter, 
and excelled in two supporting 
roles: I Am a Camera and espe¬ 
cially as the blonde starlet in The 
Big Knife, dying again. But leads in 
I Died a Thousand Times and The 
Treasure of Pancho Villa hurt her. 

Rain fall 

On Broadway, she met third 
husband Anthony Franciosa catch¬ 
ing A Hatful of Rain, before Stevens 
gave her Mrs. Van Daan in The 
Diary of Anne Frank (’59), winning 
the Best Supporting Actress Oscar. 
She scored in Odds Against Tomor¬ 
row as killer/thief Robert Ryan’s 
wife, then played wayward moth¬ 


ers in Let No Man Write My Epi¬ 
taph (’60) and The Young Savages 
(’61), with Burt Lancaster. As pre¬ 
tentious Charlotte Haze, Lolita’s 
(’62) mother, she was incisive, 
funny, and again dying. For 
Cukor’s Chapman Report, she 
made promiscuity interesting, then 
replaced Bette Davis on Broadway 
in Tennessee Williams’ Night of the 
Iguana, to good notices. 

Her madame in the ill-con¬ 
ceived version of Jean Genet’s The 
Balcony (’63) failed, but she stole 
Wives and Lovers from Van John¬ 
son and Janet Leigh, then was Rod 
Steiger’s ex-mistress in Gli Indifer- 
enti (’64). As Polly Adler, whose 
House Is Not a Home, she reveled 
in a campy mess. She atoned with 
a cameo in Stevens’ dull The 
Greatest Story Ever Told (’65) 
about Jesus, then triumphed as a 
slutty mother whose blind daugh¬ 
ter finds A Patch of Blue with Sid¬ 
ney Poitier, winning another sup¬ 
porting Oscar. As an ex-child star 
opposite Paul Newman’s terrific 
Harper (’66) she was hilarious. 
She shone as a matron hot for 
Michael Caine’s Alfie before play¬ 
ing a robust Jewish mother in 
Enter Laughing (’67). In The Scal- 
phunters (’68), she preferred Indi¬ 
ans to white men. 

She ran Wild in the Streets, as 
the mother of the first American 
‘Youth’ President, a poor satire, 
and was good in a cameo in 
Buona Serra, Mrs. Campbell, be¬ 
fore visiting the Mad Room (’69), 
as a coarse widow. As Jackie Glea¬ 
son’s mistress, .she wondered How 
Do I Love Thee? (’70), played Ma 
Barker in Roger Corman’s deliri¬ 


ous Bloody Mama, essayed anoth¬ 
er hooker comforting Anthony 
Quinn’s The Last Warrior, then 
followed with camp classics. 
What’s the Matter with Helen? and 
Who Slew Auntie Roo? (’71). She 
was sympathetic in The Poseidon 
Adventure (’73), dying so others 
could survive, earning an Oscar 
nod. Peter Finch murdered her in 
Something To Hide, and she had a 
fine cameo in Blume in Love be¬ 
fore playing a drug dealer facing 
Tamara Dobson’s Cleopatra Jones. 

Most subsequent movies were 
poor and unseen. A superb excep¬ 
tion was Next Stop Greenwich Vil¬ 
lage (’76), a poignant comedy 
about an aspiring actor — her pos¬ 
sessive mother was hilarious and 
got her another Oscar nomination. 
Her sleazy agent in Blake Edwards’ 
S.O.B. (’82) was good if brief, but 
she did nothing noteworthy until 
Delta Force (’86), as a passenger on 
a hijacked plane rescued by Charles 
Bronson. On television, she played 
Roseanne’s grandmother. She and 
Patricia Neal were sisters accepting 
an Unremarkable Life (’89), and she 
did well as Liza Minnelli’s accom¬ 
panist in Stepping Out (’91). In 
Jane Campion’s Portrait of a Lady 
(’96), she played John Gielgud’s 
wife, a “marriage” only imaginable 
in movies. 

Her last (unseen) films were 
made in ’99, and she is reportedly 
in poor health, living in Southern 
California. Her career is a mixture 
of daring, misjudgments, and in¬ 
cisive portraits of lower-class, 
bruised women. She became her 
era’s best-known character actress, 
no mean achievement. ▼ 
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Bitter fruit 

Russians out on disc 


by Tim Pfaff 


omposer symphony cycles 
rarely appear sequentially, 
and there may be no more 
significance to the appearance 
now of Shostakovich’s Fourth 
Symphony in Valery Gergiev’s on¬ 
going cycle for Philips than there 
is in any other such project. Still, 
the timing is uncanny. 

Shostakovich withdrew the 
symphony when it was already in 
rehearsal in Leningrad in 1936, 
but probably not out of dissatis¬ 
faction with the work. He was on 
a roll, with his opera Lady Mac¬ 
beth of the Mtsensk District in the 
second year of a successful run 
when Stalin attended a perfor¬ 
mance and fumed; the Soviet 
press took marching orders by de¬ 
ploring his new ballet, The Limpid 
Stream. The full score was lost, 
probably in the siege of Leningrad 
(memorialized in the last 
Shostakovich symphony Gergiev 
has recorded, the Seventh), recon¬ 
structed from a two-piano version 
and the orchestral parts, and fi¬ 
nally given an enthusiastically re¬ 
ceived premiere by Kirill Kon- 
drashin in 1961. 

Still, this Fourth (the sympho¬ 
ny that marked the beginning of 
Soviet suppression of the “pure 
music” the composer later com¬ 
mented he wanted to write) 
comes at a time when things are 
looking chillier than an ordinary 


January in Moscow. As the new 
Bush Cabinet gets rubber- 
stamped, one can only hope that 
Rice the one-time Sovietologist 
has one eye — ideally not the one 
behind the helmet hair — on the 
goings-on in Putin’s Kremlin. 

While we don’t know whether 
the State Department will really 
be in her hands, there can be no 
doubt that Shostakovich’s Fourth 
is in the right ones here. The sym¬ 
phony, which opens with a wood¬ 
wind shriek promptly followed by 
a march of almost absurd banali¬ 
ty, gets a knock-out performance 
throughout by Gergiev’s Kirov 
Orchestra. 

For the most part, the score 
goes down like a porcupine swal¬ 
lowed backwards, and there’s no 
better band for bristle and bite 
than the Kirov. Important as it is, 
this score hardly figures among 
the composer’s greatest sym¬ 
phonies, but at least while the CD 
is spinning, you think you’re hear¬ 
ing the world’s greatest orchestra 
playing music of real genius. 

Whatever else is true, there’s 
not a slack moment in this gristly, 
fitful score (annotator Andrew 
Huth rightly calls it “unruly”). 
There’s no great, transcendent 
Adagio from the composer who 
became a master of them; but in 
other ways, his debt to Mahler is 
in full evidence, most notably in 
the positioning of a sardonic 
scherzo (Moderato con moto) be¬ 
tween two colossal outer move- 
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ments. The climaxes are, in a cer¬ 
tain way, also Mahlerian, building 
to literally shattering climaxes, 
when the music really does seem 
to collapse under its own volume. 

There’s a devil driving the 
Presto, which segues from hounds- 
at-your-heels chase (terrifying per¬ 
cussion here) to an almost sicken- 
ingly surreal dance sequence. This 
is lurid, sardonic, often bitter 
music that holds your attention 
like a catastrophe. While it has 
form, it seldom feels that it does, 
staying close to the edge. Even the 
perky scherzo turns queasy. 

The somber bassoon solo that 
opens the Largo sounds seasick. 
You feel the effort it takes to gen¬ 
erate its heartthrob climaxes. It 
wants to lift off, but the gravity is 
simply too great. There’s one 
more long surge of energy, but any 
attempt, at triumph vanishes in a 


long, poignant sigh of resignation. 
You may feel beaten — but by the 
best of them. 

Difficult listening 

Gergiev has long championed 
the music of Sofia Gubaidulina, 
the mystic composer who spent 
her Soviet years in isolation in 
Moscow. She’s finally getting the 
audience she deserves for her sin¬ 
gular music. 

Her latest advocate on CD is 
cellist Pieter Wispelwey, who is at 
the center of three major 
Gubaidulina compositions on The 
Canticle of the Sun (Channell 
Classics). A player of astonishing 
range and depth, he is ideal for the 
composer’s work, which he plays 
with authority and depth. 

The CD’s two Soviet-period 
works are five of the 1974 Preludes 
for Solo Cello, the precise charac¬ 
ter of each Wispelwey grasps and 
communicates. The 1979 In Croce 
exists in arrangements for cello 
and organ or bajan (Russian ac¬ 
cordion), and this one fortunately 



features An Raskin on the latter. 
Over a quarter-hour, the two in¬ 
struments make the sign of the 
cross by approaching each other 
from the cello’s ascending low reg¬ 
ister and the bajan’s descending 
higher one. Their meeting begins 
a rapturous meditation. 

The title work from ’97 (com¬ 
posed for Mstislav Rostropovich 
for his 70th birthday) sheds the 
constriction of the Soviet-era 
works for the elevation of 
Gubaidulina’s setting of St. Fran¬ 
cis of Assisi’s Canticle for solo 
cello (astonishing Wispelwey), 
chorus (the superb Collegium Vo- 
cale Gent), limited percussion and 
celeste (members of the 
Prometheus Ensemble). Its 19 
continuous movements span 40 
minutes of unbroken solemnity. 
Gubaidulina finds the exact 
sounds for praise of the divine. T 




Tony Kushner 

^ Arts cover 

theater work Kushner has ever 
written, with the mostly sung li¬ 
bretto (music by Jeanine Tesori) 
rooted on his complicated child¬ 
hood relationship with the black 
family maid in the early 1960s in 
Lake Charles, La. 

It’s something of the flipside of 
Driving Miss Daisy, though both 
works are set in the South and 
deal with an African American 
working for a Jewish family. Kush¬ 
ner’s Caroline is an angry woman 
who wants nothing personally to 
do with her employers, and espe¬ 
cially not the 9-year-old boy who 
worships her. 

Kushner’s personal passion for 
the show propelled him to work 
the phones in order to assemble a 
consortium of producers to fi¬ 
nance a transfer to Broadway from 
the Public Theatre. It was a job 
made more difficult by Brantley’s 
tepid Times review and the fact 
that Kushner pretty much assured 
the investors that they would lose 
their money. 

“I felt there were a lot of people 
who loved the show and were in¬ 
terested in being part of a commu¬ 
nity of producers,” Kushner said. 
“Nobody wanted to underwrite the 
whole thing because there was no 
real likelihood that anybody was 
going to get their money back. I 
was in a position to make sure that 
the fact that the chief drama critic 
of The New York Times didn’t love 
it wasn’t going to make everyone 
shrug and say, ‘Well, this is one of 
those that just didn’t happen.’ I 
have no ambition for everything I 
write to be on Broadway, but I felt 
very strongly that this was a show 
that needed to move.” 

SF bound 

One member of that commu¬ 
nity of producers who was on¬ 
board from the start was Carole 
Shorenstein Hays, of the SF Best 
of Broadway series, and that con¬ 
nection means San Francisco is 
one of only two cities to see the 
show as done on Broadway last 
year. Most of the original cast is 
back, including Tonya Pinkins in 
the title role and Anika Noni Rose 
as Caroline’s teenage daughter in 
their acclaimed performances. 
George C. Wolfe, who directed 


Tonya Pinkins plays the title role in Caroline, or Change, opening in SF. 


concerted coaxing, the composer 
of Violet agreed to put Kushner’s 
words to music. 

What prompted Kushner to 
decide that for the first time his 
words should sing? “It’s a very sad 
story in some ways, and it gets 
into some very dark emotions,” he 
said. “I think there is a way that 
music reaches people both in joy 
or sorrow that isn’t casual or ra¬ 
tional or Euclidean. It’s been a re¬ 
ally eye-opening experience work¬ 
ing in this form because, while 
people cry while when they are 
watching Angels in America, I’ve 
never seen an audience lose it the 
way people do at Caroline.” 

Surprisingly, this softer side of 
the politically charged playwright 
brought some unusual brickbats. 
Michael Reidel, an entertainment 
writer for The New York Post, reg¬ 
ularly mocked the show and 
ridiculed Kushner’s efforts to get 
it to Broadway. In one column, he 
admits to trying to stir up a back¬ 
lash against a show he likened to 
castor oil. 

“Michael Reidel is a proudly 
self-proclaimed conservative 
columnist in a reactionary paper, 
so it’s hardly surprising that he 
would hate me,” Kushner said. 
“He’s a big trouble-maker in New 

next page ► 


Angels in America in its Broadway 
production (after its premiere in 
San Francisco), also put Caroline 
on stage. 

Kushner originally wrote the 
libretto under a commission from 
the San Francisco Opera, and the 
plan was for Bobby McFerrin to 
write the music for a contempo¬ 
rary opera. “When that didn’t 
work out, I got the rights back, 
and asked George Wolfe if he 
would direct it as a musical,” 
Kushner said. “We both thought 
Jeanine Tesori would be the per¬ 
fect person to do the music.” After 
an original rejection and some 


Kushner is proudest of Caroline. 
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Out There 

◄ page 26 

out, they did not see each other 
for some time. Then Shelley was a 
guest on a talk show and was 
shocked to learn that he was 
scheduled to be on as well. She 
feared he might be indiscreet. 

Holden walked out on stage 
whistling “Jingle Bells,” smiled at 
her, but said nothing. What a gent! 
Take a lesson, boys. 

Trock stop 

International dance phenom 
Les Ballets Trockadero de 
Monte Carlo, better known as the 
Trocks, will make a rare Bay Area 
appearance at Marin Center in 
San Rafael, on Sun., Jan. 16, 
promptly at 3 p.m. 

The all-male ballet troupe in¬ 
cludes such drag prima ballerinas 
as Ida Nevasayneva, Fifi Barko¬ 
va and Marguex Mundeyn. So if 
your local dancewear store runs 
out of pointe shoes in size 15, 
you’ll know why. Tickets ($28- 
$45): call (415) 499-6800, or go to 
ticketmaster.com. 

And just to finish things off on 
an appropriately zestful note, and 
since were thrilled it’s the year of 
the cock, we know Out There 
readers will enjoy this Bruce 


Tony Kushner 

*4 previous page 

York.” 

Even more rankling was Chica¬ 
go Sun-Times critic Hedy Weiss’ de¬ 
scription of Kushner as a “classic 
self-loathing Jew” in her review of 
Caroline. He demanded an apolo¬ 
gy, and the newspaper gave him a 
chance to reply in print to Weiss’ 
“vicious ad hominem attack.” 

“It is appalling that a play¬ 
wright can be flatly accused of 
hating his own people without a 
single word cited from the play in 
question,” Kushner wrote in part. 
“My anger at this critic and her 
editors for accusing me of hatred 
of Jewish people exceeds my abil¬ 
ities to express it.” 

During the interview, he elabo¬ 
rated on the source of Weiss’ ani¬ 
mosity. “I am convinced that its 
origin is in her intense distaste for 
my political positions regarding 
the state of Israel. Her views on Is¬ 
rael are completely right-wing.” 

Of course, Kushner, a gay so- 


World music 

◄ page 30 

seven additional Grammy nomi¬ 
nations, the latest being 2004. 

Now they team up with the 
strings of the English Chamber 
Orchestra conducted by Ralf 
Gothoni for a gorgeous, soulful 
excursion that mixes original 
compositions by group founder 
Joseph Shabalala and album 
arranger Isak Roux with classics 
by Mozart, Schubert, and Bach. As 
improbable as this may sound, the 


Best Erotica 

<4 page 31 

American orgiastic ruminations 
of Nelson George in “It’s Never 
Too Late in New York” to Jane 
Smiley’s excerpt from her novel 
Good Faith that is more a love let¬ 
ter to snowfall in Manhattan than 
to any act involving sex. Lisa Mon- 
tanarelli has a humorous interac¬ 
tion with a dildo named “The 
Boss,” and prolific writer Simon 
Sheppard surrenders to some au¬ 
thoritarian, sadistic voicemail in 



Swimming under the influence. 


Weber photo of Olympic medal- 
winner/DUI case Michael Phelps 
from the January issue of Vanity 
Fair. We didn’t know Mikey had a 
tattoo of the Olympic rings under 
his Speedo, but now we do. Per¬ 
haps VFs photo caption says it all: 
“Best Stroke'.” Um-hm. T 


cialist with a swashbuckling dra¬ 
matic flair, is no stranger to con¬ 
troversy. “There are unbelievably 
vicious things about Angels in 
America that were written from 
the beginning, mostly from right- 
wing assholes, but also from peo¬ 
ple on the left. My work is overtly 
political, and I’m very partisan in 
my politics, so I guess I irritate 
people in some way. 

“Last year was a hard year if 
you didn’t like me. The film of An¬ 
gels in America came out, I pub¬ 
lished three books, 

Homebody/Kabul returned to New 
York, and I wrote my first musical, 
which opened to a considerable 
degree of acclaim and controver¬ 
sy. If you were hoping that I had 
just vanished from the Earth after 
Angels in America, then you were 
in for an unpleasant year.” T 


Caroline, or Change will run 
Jan. 14-Feb. 20 at the Curran 
Theatre. Tickets are $45-$90. 
Call 512-7770 or go to 
bestofbroadway-sf.com. 


project’s precedent was the 
boundary-breaking Shabalala/ 
Simon’s arrangement of “Amazing 
Grace” that initially catapulted 
them to fame. 

Heard here in orchestrated 
form, “Amazing Grace” joins a 
beautiful “Jesu, Joy of Man’s De¬ 
siring,” a curious, gospel-like “Ave 
Verum Corpus,” and a Zulified 
Schubert Sanctus, melding faith 
and spirit in performances that 
smack less of crossover than of 
heart fire. The group performs in 
Berkeley’s Zellerbach Hall on Feb¬ 
ruary 3. ▼ 


“After the Beep.” 

In the introduction, the editor 
offers a comical bit of personal 
history about her days as an XXX 
video reviewer, and the sensory 
overload she endured as procras¬ 
tinated deadlines hovered. Bright 
outdoes herself yet again with 
these 25 selections: every one in¬ 
telligent, tasteful, and libidinously 
nutritious. 

Susie Bright will read from and 
discuss The Best American Erotica 
2005 on Thursday, February 3 at 
7:30 p.m. at Books, Inc., 2257 
Market Street, SF. ▼ 


---^ Bay Area J eporter 

Personals 


MASSAGE 



Brian 415-252-8126 

www.MassageByBiTan.com 

Deep Tissue 
Shiatsu 
Swedish 



COMPLETE RELEASE 


BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MII\IUTES/$40 
CALL: 925-6 B2- 567 5 


SEXY ASIAN 

$60 Jim 269-5707 


Erotic nude Mass by mature, in-shape 
man SF 24Hr 
Mark 398-2441 

_ E05 

YOUNG SMOOTH 
TENDER ASIAN 

OUT $60 

DAVE 395-9354 
CEL 724-8066 

_E02 

ALIVE IN 2005? 

Celebrate! Affordable Massage. 
Castro. In $39. 

Peter • 298-3309 

• E02 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

Real massage. In/Out. 

218-0128 

E03 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

30,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, 

Call Hung 948-7244. 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
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BODYWORK 

Empower 
Yourself 
Thru 

Supportive, 
Sensual, 
Nurturing 
and Healing 
Touch 

7 adder y cmt 

I 5 ) 447*2700 


Interactive 
Massage Ther- I 

APY. 

Deep Tissue, 
Swedish, f 
Cell ul it 


& 


balancing Touch 

Therapeutic and relaxing. 
Skillfully blending Acupressure, 
Hawaiian Lomilomi, Cranio- 
Sacral, Jin Shin Jyutsu and 
Hoc Magical Stones. Non-sexual. 
Ramona 415.374.8963 


LOVING 

STROKES 

Nurturing, Sensual 
Healing, Satisfying 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 



SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body acupressure & 
Shiatsu massage w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 
408-202-0811. 

E02 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 5'7"135# 
In/Out Calls - Jason 415-210-1526 

_ E0Z 

MASSAGE BY 
MUSCLED DUDE 

call Dave @ 650-533-2560 $80/[lr 
Hot Asian/Spanish Dude 5'7" 135# 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Str8 acting 23 yo, horny & friendly 
In/Out calls - Nick 415-690-6552 

E02 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28yo 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441-2854 


GIVE ME YOUR BODY 

for 1 hour. Let go. Feel the need. 
Castro. In $39. 

Peter • 298-3309 


RESPECTFULLY SENSUAL 

Professional Massage Performed 
in the nude allowing mutual 
touch & release. Visa/MC/Amex 
Steven, CMT 415 626-4800 

WWW.GAYMASSAGE.ORG 


SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

By handsome masculine hot Latin. 
27y/o,150#,5'8". 

Call Luis 336-0419 


FULL BODY RELAXING INTUITIVE 
SENSUOUS & SATISFYING 
in/$45 • out/$65 FOR 1 HR 
LATE HRS OK * CERTIFIED 

shin (650) 579-3526 



Ecstasy Of Berlin 


Ptisilip; 415-650 4333 

mm . fiMMMrayjCom 


TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALITY 

Hotman 48,6', 165#, S&P beard, 
hung Erotic Full body massage. In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C, Visa Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

KNOW YOUR PROSTATE!! 

Gr. prostate massage + Full-body. 

$60 in (415) 989-7736 Union Sq Area ^ 

NAPA, VERY BEST 
DEEP TISSUE 

Swedish massage. Beautiful hillside 
location. David CMT 
707.738.9577 

,E02 

Magnificent Massage "Huge Hands" 
Relax, Nurture. 

Rich 510-207-0545 

E08-05 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic To Erotic, Relaxing 
To Deeply Stimulating. $100 For 
90 Min. Brad 510-418-0979 Or Go 
To Website: Bradinberkeley.com 

Vallejo:Massage4Men(925)200-6236 
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MASSAGE 



Jay 

Swedish 


Massage 


CMT 

IS JZ& 83 

-§ 

415-407-9424 

HRs10am-7pm Monday-Sunday 

jjwagner70@hotmail.com 





WILLIAM 

CMT 

415.203.7027 





BODYBUILDER 
MUSCLE WORSHIP 

EROTIC MASSAGE AND 
^ MORE 

I 510” • 235LBS 



CALL ROB 415-567-6015 


SUPERB ASIAN MASSAGE 

FULL BODY RELAXING INTUITIVE 
SENSUOUS & SATISFYING 
sn/$45 * out/$65 for l hr 

LATE HRS OK • CERTIFIED 

shin (650) 579-3526 


SWEDISH 

MASSAGE 

Stress. Time to get a massage by 
Juan Sanchez, CMT, Non-Sexual. 
415-305-6856. 
www.juanparoa.com 


FERNANDO 



Swedish 

and 

deep 

I tissue mas- 
f| . sage 

in and out i 

415.505.9056 

fernandoalvaro@earthlink.net 



VALENTE 

Massage by sexy Mexican 
www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415-342-1675. 


SPEEDO BOY, 24 

Cute CMT Jason (415) 929-9224. 

EQ4-Q5 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 yr 
old. Student discount. In/Out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric * 841-5870. 


UNION SQUARE 

Hot CMT. 415-929-9224. Steve, 24 



Re-DEFINED!, 


Associate yourself with 
the most RESPECTED j 
directory of INDEPENDf 
MASSAGE PROFESSIO 
on the Net! 


FREE ADVERTISING NOW AVAILABLE 
To The ENTIRE BAY AREA! (Limited Time Offer!) 
Info: 1.866.THATMAL or sf@thatmall.com 



Dean6 f 6" 240ibs 
S75/In 
415,225.7743 

TliePo-iverOiT ouch 
.com 


510.601.6995 


511” *195# 
Masculine 47yo 


Deep Swedish 

Legit/Erotic 
7am-11pm In/Out 


HOT ASIAN CMT 

Swedish Deep-Tissue Sensual 
Massage By Sexy Asian 5'7" 150# 
In $70/0ut $85. 

415-994-1276 


INTEGRATIVE BODYWORK 

Dr. Kirk Prine, CMT 415 552-7417 
www-fleshandspirit.org/kp2.html 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Hot Nude Erotic Touch/Skilled 
Intuitive Bodywork 2 Your Needs 
In Warm Clean Studio Nr Dolores 
Park By Tall, Smooth Muse. Blond 
W/Strong Hands lHr=$85, 90 Min. 
= $100,2Hrs -$120 Heron Saline CMT. 
415/706-9740/Also Avail: Tantra, 
Hypno-, Sports-, AProstate-Massacje^ 

24 Y.O., 5'8" x 150 Strt, Gymnast's 

NUDE BRAZILIAN RUB!! 

Soft Sensl. Touch Steve 994-9409 


Castro Certified *0nly $45 / $65 

*WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur * 415-621-4517 


CHINESE GQ LOOKER 
PROVIDES EXCELLENT 
BODYWORK • PAMPER 
YOURSELF BY CALLING 
DREW @ 415-255-0850 

31,5'11", 175 Lbs.0utgoing. Strong 
Hands. No Attitude. Email Me: 
Massagebydrew@earthlink.net 


Berkeley. Esalen/Sports Massage 
Visa/Mc Kent CMT (510) 845-3036 5 

Sensuality And Sensibility 

www.tgpraxis.net 

415-505-8980 


San Jose - Full Body - Swedish - CMT 
$40/Hr - $551 l/2Hr - Same Day AppL 
8AM - 9PM Daily. Showers Avail. 
408-288-6169 Anthony-Air Cond. 


ASIAN EAST BAY 

Sensual Full Body Massage 
In $50, Out $60, 

510-420-0112 Kenji 


IT’S A GUY THING 

Swed. massage for your male body 
Castro. In $39. 

Peter • 298-3309 


Hairy, Muscular, 5'10" 185 Very 
Experienced. Erotic, Sensual, 
Playful Massage. Nude, Table 
415-934-9325. 

Cell is 415-310-6624 Jim 


15+ Yrs Exp, Full Tension Release 

*M ID-PEN INSULA-CMT* 

In/Out, Days/Eves, Tom, 
650-345-7318 


PALO ALTO SWEDISH 

Massage with Stretching $80 
90 mins. 1(650) 813-1334. 

' E05 

Magical Massage Mastery that heals 
while it pleasures from a 
CMT who knows how to electrify 
the body. Oak Greg 510-547-1364.^ 
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MASSAGE 



call RON 

- {415) 235-2755 

in/Out 
$100 - 2 hr 
25-5’ 7” -138 



Professional Foot & Body 
with Aroma Oils 


THAI MASSAGE 


c hwmo 


EROTIC MASSAGE 

Deep tissue, full release, Hotels 
Older men welcomed, 24 hr. Call 
Josh,CMT,346-4677 or 
318-6578 (c) 

_E02 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique Style Therapeutic And Erotic 
Massage In Front Of A Fireplace. 

Out Calls Available Also. Johnny 
505-3060 

A GREAT START 2005 

Soothing Intuitive Reliable CMT 
Short Notice 260-0613 
Frank In/Out 

E02 

PRIM0 MANT0UCH 

Full Body Massage & Energy Work 
For Men Who Want It All! 

CALL TOM 510-251-2480 

E02 

EASTBAY NUDE MASSAGE 

For A Warm, Erotic Experience 
Enjoy A Nude Fullbody Massage. 
$40/hr • Jim 510-527-7630 


N u rt urin ^Muscle 
Swedish 



Erotic, Nude, Sensual. Out Only 
22, 6'2", 165, Br/Hz, Cute 
410-4105 

_E02 

Great Deep Swedish, Shiatsu Combo 

DYNAMIC 

BODYWORK 

Quiet Noe Studio, CMT 15 Years 
Exp. $60/Hr. $85/90Min. 

Ed 415-244-5486 

E02 

Brazilian Erotic Massage And More 
It's Relaxing And Intuitive. Make 
Your Body Completely Open To Re¬ 
ceive The Good Energy I Have To 
Transmit To You. I Am Light Brown, 
Have A Well Treated Body & Soul, 

Am 512", 175, With Curly Hair & 
Lots Of Body Hair. Wanna Relax In 
Pleasant Company And Have Your 
Body Energetically Cleaned? 

Call Carlos 415 806-4346 

Don't Forget To Ask About The Erotic 

Massage Package, And More! 


™MassageStud™ 

415.260.5214 




DISRAELI 


GIFT CARDS 
AVAILABLE 
MASSAGE 
5’10” 160lbs 
415.640.2836 

disraelic@yahoo.com 


Young Nude Massage SfErotic.com 

EO 

Tantralizer - Raise Your Rundalini 
Hot Asian •Handsome* Player 
573-5696 

EO 

San Jose. Good Massage 
(408) 729-7156 

EO 

Swedish, Sensual Massage, Plus 
More By Sexy Jock 6', 175 Lbs 
John (510) 658-2437 In/Out 

_EO, 

HOT MUSCLE 
ASIAN 

SwedishFull Body. Out Only 
(415) 830-7103 

EO. 

Fremont, Jim CMT • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing, Mature 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217 

eo: 

EAST BAY EROTIC MASSAGE 
510 763-1013 



Scott Romyns, CMT 

(415) 205-1315 

* Upper Noe Valley 



SEXY C.M.T. 

Great Massage By Experienced 
Well Endowed Friendly CMT 
320-0302 

EO 

Erotic Massage Nik 415-724-5263 



707 . 586.5945 50 MIN NORTH OF SF 

0FFHWY101 7 DAYS IIAM-IIPM SHORT NOTICE OK 
AIL AGES/RACES/BODY TYPES NUDE PICS/INFO: 

www.onehotmassage.com 



SWEDISH/DEEP TISSUE MASSAGE 

www.SomaHands.com 

415 - 864-6384 


Respectfully Sensual 




AY REA 


REA EPORTER 


Indicate 
Type Style 
Here ▼ 


DEADLINE 


NOON on MONDAY. 

Payment must accompany ad. 
No ads taken over the 
telephone. If you have a 
question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 
available upon request. 


RATES 


First line, Regular 4.50 

All subsequent lines 3.00 

CAPS double price 

BOLD double price 

X-BOLD 


triple price 


PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

□ Personal Check 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 
on Visa and MasterCard. 


PERSONALS ORDER FORM 


X-BOLD: 


BOLD Stops Here ▼ 


1 


CAPS Stop Here ▼ 


Regular Stops Here ▼ 


CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Card Number 

Name 

Telephone 

3-Digit Security Code Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City 

State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification 

Amount Enclosed 


MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 
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MODELS/ESCORTS 



BACK? 


BAllB 

Help us find out if HIV 
superinfection is a real 
concern for the positive 
community. 

HIV +/+ partners_ 

Receive FREE drug 
resistance testing 6c 
$70 each in this 
important UCSF study. 

CALL TODAY! 
(415) 734-4878 


25 Years Old. Central Location 
Fit, Responsive. Intelligent 

Ben 4I5.3G8.G23I in/out 


JAMES 

In/Out 

24/7 

2 no Hottie 
Available 

415-516-5277 


New In Town!! 
Downtown Location 



Real Photo • Blonde, Blue, 
22Y.0. 8.5 Thick 
In/Out • 24 / 7 




6'3”, 230, 46C 33W, 17A. 
Make your fantasy cum true. 
Available for Muscle Worship, 
Erotic Massage & Much More. 
Straight/Married - MARC 


ASIAN TOP 

$80/$100 * JIM 269-5707 


COWBOY TOP 

6-1,177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 
Page 650-523-9133, and massage 


AFFECTION 

STUD 

28 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 


FIREFIGHTER 

6'1", 175#, VGL stud, 32 yo, mus¬ 
cled. Call Jeff at 1-888-699-2325 


MUSCLE S&MT0P 

Farmer, 6', 32 yo, well hung. Call 
Brad @ 415-596-4184 SF calls only. 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


ARAB-AMERICAN 

FOOT-TOP 

Worship my size 11s. Pics. avl. 
mymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net 


HEAVY RAUNCH FF W/S 

Scat • Verbal Abuse, 5'8 Hairy 165 
Muscle-Dad 9" Uncut 415-577-0406 


8" Party Stud/Ken/346-4966/$60 




SAMOTH 

6’ • 188# OF 
Lean Muscle Mass 

Most Scenes 
Fetish 


In/Out Calls 
415-540-7410 


Bigmuscle.com 
Profile #44812 


[MULATTO” 6UY"9” 

j “Every white man's fantasy, 

| every white mans dream!” 

i 24 hrs (415) 775-4771 


GERMAN JOCK 24 

Friendly Vers. 415 929-9224 Mike 


HARD & BIG 

Experienced Top, Well Endowed 
Will Make You Happy! 
207-6486 


NEW AFROCUBAN BOY 

24/7 Safe Play And/Or Nude 
Erotic Massage. In And Out 
5' 1" 130Lbs 8Cut 25Y0 Versatile 
415 336-4188 
Domingo 


EUROPEAN PORN-MODEL 

5'9",210#, 10X6,36yo, top/bottom, 
bodybuilder,Out,24/7 
(415)239-6916, 

(415) 225-8827. Antony. 


Mike, 39,5'10",190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, 

(415) 863-8932 


E-52-05 


ASIAN CUTE BOY 

25 Smooth In Shape Bottom Nice 
Nude Massage Safe Downtown SF 
Free Parking 
415 368-4628. 


24y/o Bottom Jason 415-210-1526 

HOT BLONDE BOY 


MEN’S FITNESS MODEL 

You'll remember my TV ads for 
Gillette Sensor “The Best A Man Can 
Be." 6'3" 190 Lbs, Muse, Blnd/Brn 
9.5X7 Cut Avail. 

415.812.3147. 


LET’S PARTY 9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 

'E02 

6'3" 250#, Furry Muscle 

BIKER TOP 

415-596-6235 • DaddyBruno.com 

E02 

STR8 HOT LOAD!!! 

5'9" BI/BI Gorgeous 
415-336-1863 


HUNG 9X7 UC TOP 

6'2, 165# SWIMMERS BUILD 

240*9986 DAVID 

_jx 

NEW YEAR BOY 
WWW.SJBOY.COM 

511", 165#, Blond Hair 
Pager(Voice: 888-325-3005 


uAIHiK 

-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6*3”, 185# Top 
From Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 




9”x6" 

40yo 

6 ' 2 " 

155# 

Hunc 

Top 


Spank U Very Much-Ab-Fab Butt- 
Play ‘Asian* Equation's Back 
573-5696 


22, Cute, Smooth, 6'2", 165, Bn/Hz. 
Sensual, Masculine, 

410-4105 Out 


10X6 IN 2005! 

D**K BEYOND BELIEF! 

6'1" 170#, BR/GR, LEAN, TAN 
38Yo, Italian Vers/Top Guy 
SCOTT 252.8552 


Hot+Masculine w/Buzzcut & Goatee 
Handsome 6ft. Well-Hung, Big Balls 

SHAVED HEAD 
STUD 

Clinf415-540-5311*ln/0uf24 Hrs 
www.geocities.com/Swingonmy- 
th ingsf/photopage. htm I 

Thomasescort.com 415/336-8135 

NINEHARDINCHES 

_E02 

BOYISHLY CUTE! 

AFFECTIONATE, PASSIONATE 
FRIENDLY, CLEAN, KISSABLE 

26, Blo/Blu, Slim, Smooth, Bottom! 
No STD's, No Drugs, No Attitude! 
$120 + Cab. Out Only. 415-871-4228. 
LET'S HAVE SOME FUN! • SEAN • 


100% TOP MAN 

Hot Horny 6' Bln/BI 10+ 

Friendly Fun + Nasty 

Matt 415-845-8042 $100 Out Only 

E02 

BLK SKINHEAD 
STUD 

35,5'10", 170 Lbs 8 Cut, Shaved Head 
W/Goatee, Thick Legs And Muscled Ass. 
Vers. Gary $100-150 
415-267-6179 


EXPERT BLK TOP 
STUD 

Ex-Tall 6'6" 240Lbs38y/o, Smth 
Muse Build Ex-Sexy Very Goodlkng 
And Totally Masculine. Ex-Hung 
True 10x7 Manf***ker. Out Only. 

24 Hrs, late Nite Call OK. Call Robb 
At 240-0842 $150. 
www.geocities.com/blktoplO 


Thomasescort.com 415/336-8135 

NINE HARD INCHES 

WELL HUNG 
JERSEY BOY 

23yo Whiteboy, Masc, Goodlooking, 
Lean/Toned Build 5'5" 130# Brn/ 
Brn Hung 7.5" x 7+" Thick, Cut 
Call Ethan At 415-374-5741 
Http://whovian.hn.org/ethan 


















































































13 January 2005 BAY AREA REPORTER 45 


MODELS/ESCORTS 



Aaron 6 ’/ 165 / 8 ” 
24 yo M&ss&ge & 

Escort in Sc out 
415 57 ? 3920 



IVM MimOS 

415 - 305-7701 

Sk/cut/Vers Top M. 

If/S’lff" | 3fP 

2001BS OF MUSDll Iwmf 

Available 24/1 f » 



0O • Italian & Latin 

818 - 390-4873 


COLE RAMSEY 

29YO • 5’10” * 185# 
9X6 CUT 

HANDSOME • HUNG 

VERBAL • DOMINANT TOP 

917.592.7626 

Discretion Assured! 

WWW.COLERAMSEV.COM 


ME SO HORNY LIPS ASS 

707 869-9010 $50 In 

___E03 

HOT TOP GUN 

Let A Smooth, Athletic, Sexy 
Young Man. Hit That Spot 
ICE 415 756-7714 

SOUTH BAY LATIN 

36yr 6' 165# Masculine 100% 
Versatile 8x5 Uncut Well Built 
Nice Bud, Tattoo, Goatee, Will Travel 
In/Out Call Junior @ 

408 607-5113 

Hot, Bald, Laid Back, Versatile, Top, 
44 Shows off Big, Thick, Cut Bone & 
Tattoos. Out Only Gary 596-8305 
$90 Fun, Safe. eq3 

FULL SPECTRUM DOMINANCE 
Blond Stripper-6'2" 185. Top. All 
Kinky Leather Scenes. Boots. 

Strip Show. Nick @ 415-908-8606 ^ 

Handsome Italian Top Hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle Strength & Arousing Edge 
In/Out All Bay Area 
415-256-6743 

___E07 

6'2"/160Lbs/Hung 7/Nice Guy/Hot 

415-596-0734 • SHAWN • 

HORNY 21 YO WM 

HOT COLLEGE STUD 

$120/Hr. Outcalls Only £s! 

10X7 BLK TOP 

27 Hot & Always Hard Athletic Guy 
415-724-4796 Jason 160 Out Only^ 

Domination BD CBTTT SM FF ... 

RYKER LEATHER TOP 

Muscular Built Handsome 6' 180# 

Playroom Toys 

596-2737 


HOT SALSA 

Slender Hung Fun 
Any Area 415-577-8846 
Travel Out Ok 

_to. 

Hot Yng Ath Blk9" 

Out Only. Tevin * 415-724-2704 

eo: 

Thomasescort.com 415-336-8135 

HUNG BOTTOM 
PLOW MY FURRY HOLE! 

NEW AFROCUBAN BOY 

24/7 Safe Play And/Or Nude 
Erotic Massage. In And Out 
5' 7" 130Lbs 8Cut 25Y0 Versatile 
415 336-4188 
Domingo 

E02 

EUROPEAN PORN-MODEL 

5'9",210#, 10X6,36yo, top/bottom, 
bodybuilder,Out,24/7 
(415)239-6916, 

(415) 225-8827. Antony. 

■•E05-05 

Mike, 39,5'10",190#, Bl/Blu 
Clean-cut, Muscle Hunk 
In/Out $100, 

(415) 863-8932 

_E-52-05 

LEATHER TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 

£03 

ARAB-AMERICAN 

FOOT-TOP 

Worship my size 11s. Pics. avl. 
mymasterfulfeet@sbcglobal.net 

HEAVY RAUNCH FF W/S 

Scat • Verbal Abuse, 5'8 Hairy 165 
Muscle-Dad 9" Uncut 
415-577-0406 

E02 

8" Party Stud/l<en/346-4966/$60 



RICARDO 

25 yo. S'lO". 175# 

www.latmo4men.com 


San Francisco’s top 
Black male escort” 

IN/OUT 6’ 165# 9.5X6” 




RENTDEREK.COM 

415.425.3735 


\ Sexy Latin Top 
Boy 180 # 9 . 5 ” 
' t Very 

• Friendly 
\ * \ Horny 


Tall 

Call 


■ LE0 

B40529 


Austin TX. Hottie 




New to S.F. 

Gall Richard 24 hrs. 

j 430© o @D®o@©_®D 

My place, your place & hotel 
Callers welcome! 

Actual model pictured. 


LATINO 

muscular 

x-fine 

genuinely 

handsome 

804-2152 


[Jeremy 415.377.8938 

Outcalls Only 


MISSY 0! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY CARL, 
THANKS FOR BEING 
SO DAMN WONDERFUL. 
LOVE, SEAN. 



24y/o Bottom Jason 415-210-1526 

HOT BLONDE BOY 

E02 

Spank U Very Much-Ab-Fab Butt- 
Play # Asian» Equation's Back 
573-5696 

_E 02 

22, Cute, Smooth, 6'2", 165, 

Bn/Hz. 

Sensual, Masculine, 

410-4105 Out 

E 02 

"Packing a Musket” 

When you work from your home 
And Johns call on the phone 
You're a call girl. 

When you walk 'til you limp 
And give a cut to a pimp 
You're a street whore. 

When they're beggin' you "please" 
To get down on your knees 
Near their groinage 
"Excusa me" 

But you see, don't you touch 
Where they pee 
Without coinage. 

When I straddle and squat 
to show you my... 



s, TOP-NOTCH 
1-SCOUT & MASSEUR 


VISITING BAY ARE 
JAN 13 - JAN 13 


VERY PERSON¬ 
ABLE 
AGGRESSIVELY 
SEXUAL VERSA¬ 
TILE STUI) 
COUPLES ALSO 
WELCOME 


jflH 

03 Ml 
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uni 


PEOPLE 



Strictly 


Record & Listen to personal ads 

03339 

code: 1010 


415 - 247-2000 

510 - 814-6099 

707 - 522-5001 

916 - 489-9800 

209 - 473-5959 

559 - 271-9999 


Hot 

lacalBuirs! 

Bay Area s ho Best chatline 




Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect live! 
Try it for 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 




Who’s Waiting for You? 

Live Local Men 



San Francisco y 
415-402-1010 

408-257-4411 
925-426-5588 
650-223-0200 
510-859-2000 

Other Local #’s 

1 -800-777-8000 


Sa Premier Shaving Service 

| Call for Appt. (415) 596-0195 


Good Head in Sonoma County. 

Call Days 

707-823-3895 


Hot Top seeks bottom boys 
GWM dark hair/eyes muscular hairy 
48 9" uncut. You: GW/Latin/Asian 
18-35 gl slim-come sit on it. 

415 552-8827. 

E02 

Take it like a Slave! 

GWM, 60s, discipline-bondage guy 
seeks serious bottoms NE Bay or 
Delta, for whips, suspension, oral tit, 
cock play. Moe @(951) 963-5369 




► Live Talk 

► Meet Ads 

► Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415) 981-8123 


f; SIN FRANCISCO 

SPANK PARTY 

' ;f 2ND mi. MCI MONTH 

it PRIVIU SESSIONS ALSO AMIMILt 

4158B427BB 


OPERA & 

SYMPHONY 

LOVER? 

GWM, high-tech professional, 52, 
HIV-, brn hair & eyes, 5T1" av build 
ISO fellow music afficionado in his 
30's or 40's, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful wit! Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 
Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Fran¬ 
cisco Bay Areas preferred. Visit 
www.VXOPartners.com client ad 
2738 (FREE) 


BARial] 


1.900.226.7036 


X.7UU.&&H. I V^U Only $1.99 per minute to respond to ads! 
Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME™ You can purchase time on our system by calling 

1-800-321-6845 and requesting a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time™ with discounts of up to 20%. The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use 
your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express card! You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve messages by using your Block of Time™ ac¬ 
count from any touch-tone phone! Available only on touch-tone telephones. You must be at least 18 years old to call. 


PARTING 

GLANCES 


New Years Day @ Cafe Flor 

I got up and offered you my table. You said 
Happy New Year. Perhaps I should have had an¬ 
other cup of coffee? S 71467 

Get Together? 

Mike, we met 12/16 at P.O.H. Would love to get 
together for conversation or??? Want to talk 
about it? a 71453 

Gustavo: Cybelle’s @ Bush/Jones 

I don't know if you're gay, but Carlos is interested 
in you. Call me a 71449 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Hungry in Oakland 

Handsome African American man seeking other 
hungry AA men for discrete sex. Let me suck it. 
Let's be friends. Serious only. Q 71452 


Medium Build Versatile Latin 

40 yrs. 5'7"/155 HIV+ healthy, honest, sensitive 
looking 4 friend 25/45 yrs. versatile, slim body to 
medium, any race. You will be love, what you get! 
a 71460 

CoolOldStud ISO Badass Buttboy 

Always horny, healthy 69yo, 5'8", 160#, Top (not 
versatile) needs Bi/G W masculinity for ass play + 
Friend +??? 

S 71454 

Seeking Shave Down and J/0 Fun 

SWGM 5'11", 175Lbs, Masculine and Fit seeking 
buddy for J/0, Mirrors, Photo Fun and shave 
down. Black guys a plus. I'm very uninhibited and 
love butt play and to fuck, 
a 71455 

ISO Mature Responsible GLM/GWM 

I'm passionate, romantic GLM, 53, HIV-, 5'10", 
200#, beard, enjoy leather, sheer nylon, body 
jewlry,movies, bodybuilding. You're 40+, facial 
hair, uncut, OUT. Smoker/drinker ok, no drugs. 
Seeking LTR. 
a 71452 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 

Discreet, Sincere, Retired 

Gentleman near downtown Oakland seeking simi¬ 
lar men fr daytime play. I'm 50, 5'9", 180, bald¬ 
ing, Black. All races welcome. Phone required. 
Serious only, 
a 71462 

Whip Mate Wanted 

GWM, 60s, bondage lover seeks suspension rack, 
whip/paddle and oral freaks. Top, bottom or switch, 
HIV-and serious. Limits. My place in Delta 
(707) 374-0071 or (951) 963-5368 
a 71469 

Onyx 10 inch Dick 

Let's fuck onyx is waiting 10 inch dick thick in 
search of: horny, gorgeous guys 
a 71465 

Tall and Thin Top 

Looking for hungry holes. SF and East Bay. 
a 71464 


ISO Stroking Buddy 

Mature WM into uninhibited, extended jo and self- 
pleasuring seeks same for wallowing together (physical 
contact not necessary) in supercharged male ener¬ 
gy. Toys, etc. Ok 
a 71468 


ISO Sex Partner Man to Man 

To share erotic massage, j/o, oral, porn. No 
drugs. Poppers and mild alcohol Ok. 
a 71466 


Black/White XXX-Rated Sex 

GWM 5'11" 175lbs. masculine and fit seeks black 
guys for hot sex and travel. Love to fuck and 
suck. Baths, nude beaches and more, 
a 71450 


FETISHES 


2005 Drag Queens Ravish Oohs 

Me Mr. Jxxx, st, Iso Drag-Queens 21-40 only for 
69 all day, French-Greek-No drugs, just whoopee, 
black nylons, g-strings, black dress, 
a 71463 


BAHlALK 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure f~1 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


Cumpassionate Cocksuckerissimo! 

Having maximized your load(s) go on to A) licking 
sweat off balls B) Beating amazingly shit free ass 
C) Gulping piss - you'll want me back (and front!) 
a 71456 

Famous Catfood Hooked Cats... 

Just as the secret ingredient in my cocksucking 
will hook your meat so you don't want any other 
cocksucker24/7! 

S 71457 

Why I Suck Straight Guys Only: 

Gay guys all think they're world's best cocksuckers 
when actually I am. So show me your girlfriend's 
photo/get royally sucked off! (I'm cum addict) 

S 71458 

My Most Memorable Sex Ever 

Out back/Steamworks sucking 9-incher when bzzzt 
bzzzt bzzzt three (3) spurts of hot creme de la 
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PEOPLE 

STRICTLY 

SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 
Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 


SPM BS 

OLDER MEN WANTED 

4 XXX videos and modeling. Only 
55+ men. Good pay call mark 
626 473-2765 or 
modelssf@older4me.com 


FACTORY VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for bears. 
Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 


XXX WEB 

FOR A GOOD TIME... 

Write for our FREE catalog! 
Spunkvideo.com/catalog.html or 601 Van 
Ness Ave #E3-324 SF 94102. All the 
nasty DVDs you can shake your stick at! 
BB/WS/FF+ 

SPUNKVIDEO.COM 


Bay 

Area 

Reporter 

Each week, 
we get picked 
up by more 
than half 
the gay men in 
San Francisco. 

That has to be 
more than you 
can say. 

For advertising 
rates and infor¬ 
mation call: 
415.861.5019 or 
email: 

BARadv@aol.com 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY DAVID, 
ARE YOU EVEN LEGAL IN THIS 
PHOTO? 

LOVE, SEAN. 











































































